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Woerner Backs Military Enforcement of Bosnia 
No-Fly Zone 

LDO0103093693 Hamburg DPA in German 0736 GMT 
1 Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—NATO Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner has said that an “extremely difficult situation” 
will arise for the surveillance of Bosnian airspace by 
NATO aircraft if German officers have to be withdrawn 
from AWACS reconnaissance aircraft for constitutional 
reasons. In an interview with DPA in Bonn today, 
Woerner gave an initial reaction to the UN Security 
Council's decision, saying that NATO will have to resort to 
“makeshift solutions” to maintain the effectiveness of 
AWACS aircraft. 


Woerner said it is about time the Security Council 
decided in favor of military enforcement of the no-fly 
zone over Bosnia. The secretary general was speaking on 
the fringes of a conference of the German Defense 
Technology Association. He reaffirmed that the aim is to 
prevent the continuous violation of the no-fly zone 
imposed last October. It has to be made clear to the 
rulers in Serbia that the UN is serious. 


Woerner emphasized that “we will now take decisive 
action” against the Serbs. He said plans for NATO 
surveillance flights are in place. He expects that over the 
next few days the western alliance will “be dealing with” 
the UN’s decision regarding Bosnia. Woerner declined to 
give any details regarding military operations. “You can 
assume that NATO has done everything for rapid imple- 
mentation of the UN decision,” Woerner said. 


Reportage on Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
Session 


Iran’s Seyfollahi Addresses Meeting 
LD3003 130893 Tehran IRNA in English 1147 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Vienna, March 30, IRNA--Commander of Iran's 
law enforcement forces, Brigadier General Reza Seyfol- 
lahi told the 36th session of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs which started here Monday [29 March] that the 
Islamic Republic commits itself to fight severely against 
narcotic drugs. ““We give high priority to drug control 
measures at national level,” he said in his address. 


The general, pointing to the drug situation in Iran and the 
achievements of law enforcement forces last year, said 
about 53,874 kgs of different kinds of narcotic drugs had 
been seized and 392 networks supplying and distributing 
drugs had been crushed. He said 19,030 drug smugglers, 
including 465 foreigners, as well as 36,372 drug addicts 
had been arrested and sent to rehabiliation centers. 


Seyfollahi emphasized the firm belief of Iran that a fundi- 
mental campaign with overall dimensions against narcotic 
drugs at the national, regional and international level 
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needs a comprehensive and balanced policy, as well as the 
cooperation, coordination and unanimity of all the coun- 
tries and organizations. 


Unfortunately, he said, not only this approach has not 
been taken, but the drastic anti-drug policy of Iran 1s 
being ignored and the contradictory attitudes of the 
Human Rights Commission and Commission on Nar- 
cotic Drugs, which supervise and evaluate the anti-drug 
efforts at international level is crystal clear and are the 
factors of the present disharmonies. 


For example in the last few years a number of delegates 
from different countries and international organizations 
visited the activities and measures on campaign against 
drug abuse taken by Iran. In 1992 besides some authorities 
of the countries, two missions of UNDCP [United Nations 
International Drug Control Program] and INCB [Interna- 
tional Narcotics Control Board] visited Iran. The UNDCP 
mission headed by G. Giacomelli inspected and viewed 
the anti-drug programmes particularly the huge invest- 
ment done by Iran on its borders with Pakistan and 
Afghanistan and met with high-ranking authorities in 


charge of drug campaign. 


All the activities and measures and Iran's decisiveness in 
the campaign against narcotic drugs and its severe pun- 
ishments were praised by most of the delegates. 


According to Islamic principles, to have a person 
addicted and drug smuggling are considered as serious 
offences and also in conformity with Article 3, Para- 
graph 6 of the Convention of 1988, “all the parties shall 
endeavour to ensure that any discretionary legal powers 
under their domestic law relating to the prosecution of 
persons for offences established in accordance with this 
article are exercised to maximize the effectiveness of law 
enforcement measures in respect of those offences to 
deter the commission of such offences” 


So there 1s an obvious contradiction between the man- 
dates of the Commission on Human Rights and the 
provision of the drug convention | 988. Seyfollah) added. 


He said if the most decisive and strict drug countermea- 
sures had not been taken, naturally Iran would have been 
turned into a major drug producing and distributing 
center in the world. Such a situation, he added, would 
obviously worsen and further endanger the situation of 
the European countries. 


At the end of his statement, Seyfollahi underlined Iran's 
desire for the implementation of the provisions of the 
UN drug conventions and requested the 36th UN Com- 
mission on Narcotic Drugs to take the necessary mea- 
sures for examining the approval of the following issues: 


1-Establishment of the regional bureau of UNDCP in the 
south-west Asia which was approved at the last session of 
the sub-commission at ministerial level in Tehran. 


2-Formulate sub-regional approach among the countries 
in the s.w. Asia with participation on UNDCP. 
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3-Inviting the international financial corporations, for 
investment in the drug-affected countries in s.w. Asia. 


4-Encouraging the cooperation of the industrial countries 
to strengthen and to develop the socio-economic system of 
the countries in the s.w. Asia, particularly Afghanistan. 


5-Recommending the international organizations con- 
cerned to encourage the member states which observe 
the mandates of the Article 3, Paragraph 6 of the 1988 
Convention in relation with exercising the maximum 
punishment for the serious drug crimes at national level. 


The 36th session of the Commission for Narcotic Drugs, 
is to end 7th April. 


Bolivian Represenxatives Cited 
PY3103222293 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0837 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Vienna, 30 Mar (EFE)—Bolivia wants to 
encourage new private sector invesiments to enhance its 


alternative development programs for the people who, so 
far, have been making a living on the sale of coca leaves. 


This remark was made by Bolivian Government repre- 
sentatives attending the 36th session of the UN Nar- 
cotics Commission that began today in Vienna. 


Francisco Zannier, the Agriculture, Livestock, and 
Campesino Affairs Ministry under secretary, expressed 
hope that the new U.S. Administration will comply with 
the cooperation agreements with Bolivia “so there will 
not be any retrogression” in drug enforcement. 


Zannier and Justice Under Secretary Gonzalo Torrico 
said that compared with the atmosphere of terrorist 
violence prevailing in neighboring Peru, Bolivia's polit- 
ical and social stability represents a very favorable 
feature to encourage investments. 


Torrico said that it is important for the countries man- 
ufacturing chemical precursors used to process drugs to 
establish better control mechanisms that will prevent 
their illegal diversion for the aforementioned processing. 
Torrico praised the agreements signed with Chile to 
exchange information to prevent both the entry of chem- 
ical precursors to Bolivia and drug shipments from 
Bolivia. 

Zannier explained that the alternative development 
project in Las Yungas was not as successful as the one in 
the Chapare Region, where the coca cultivation area has 
been reduced for the benefit of other crops such as 
banana, pineapple, and palm trees or for raising cattle. 


Zannier added that Bolivia will request the UN's assis- 
tance in developing pineapple, passion fruit, and other 
exotic fruit plantations to supply a local juice extract plant. 


The Bolivian representatives, who participated in a round- 
table sponsored by the Austrian Institute for Latin 
America, said of the 60,000 hectares initially used for coca 
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crops, more than 22,500 hectares have been replaced and 
coca production has been reduced by 50 percent in three- 
and-one-half years. This represents a loss of 29,000 jobs 
and a huge social cost. Bolivia wants to reduce this impact, 
urgently implementing integral development programs for 
the areas involved by establishing agroindustrial enter- 
prises that will provide added value to agricultural prod- 
ucts. 


Zannier and Torrico denied that 2 million people are 
directly or indirectly linked to coca production in their 
country. They said that, although it is difficult to estimate, 
the correct figure would instead be about 170,000 people. 


Concerning drug enforcement, Torrico stressed the 
destruction of more than 700 cocaine paste laboratories 
and many other cocaine hydrochloride laboratories, as well 
as 40 ciandestine airstrips used by drug traffickers’ air- 


planes. 


Torrico explained that 3,000 people suspected of involve- 
ment in activities linked to drug trafficking—i,200 of 
whom have been prosecuted—have been detained. 


Michael Ayala, the chief of the UN International Drug 
Control Program's Office for Cooperation with Latin 
America and the Caribbean, said that, although a few 
years ago the coca business was very profitable, now 
there is overproduction and prices have plummeted. 


Ayala explained that the only reason for Andean peas- 
ants to continue growing coca is because they are sure 
coca sales will guarantee them a minir 1m income. 


Bolivian Coca Plantations To ‘Disappear’ 


PY3103223593 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1648 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


{Text} Vienna, 31 Mar (EFE)}—Bolivian Interior Min- 
ister Carlos Saavedra stated on 31 March in Vienna that 
the 25,000 hectares dedicated to coca plantations in 
Bolivia—and which are considered superfluous—will 
disappear in a five-year period. 


Saavedra told the UN Narcotics Commission that Pres- 
ident Jaime Paz Zamora’s government has managed to 
declare 50 percent of the existing 50,000 hectares of coca 
plantations superfluous since 1989 and to significantly 
reduce those piantations. 


The Bolivian minister defended coca production ear- 
marked for legal consumption, however, and added that 
coca now is facing a situation he compared to “house 
arrest.” 


“Coca is not cocaine. oca is native, while cocaine has been 
brought to us from abroad,” Saavedra told pari:cipants at 
the commission's 36th session, although he admitted that 
Bolivian production is used to manufacture the drug. 


Saavedra considered “unjust” the fact that Bolivians are 
considered “drug producers” and appealed to consumer 
countries to make a “real and resolute effort in the 
antidrug fight.” 
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As an example of his government's effort against drug 
trafficking, the minister said more drugs have been 
seized in the last four years than during the previous 20 
years. This action has merited the recognition of the 
United States and the EC, he said. 


Furthermore, Saavedra asked for irternational aid to 
“give opportunities to the 30,000 families who still are 
considered illegal producers of coca leaves.” He added: 
“We need technival assistance in the area of alternative 
plantations more than interdiction advisers.” 


Diplomat Says Renamo Mozambique's Biggest 


4U2503150293 Rome ANSA in English 0823 GMT 
25 Mar 93 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, March 24—The “impatience” of the 
opposition guerrilla movement Renamo is “the number 
one problem” facing United Nations peace-keeping forces 

in Mozambique, according to Italian diplomat Raniero 
Tallarigo. head of development aid for southern Africa. 


At a press conference here today, the minister plenipoten- 
tiary said the cease-fire in Mozambique “‘is still holding.” 
one day after Italian troops began arriving in the (?coun- 
try) to spearhead a 7,000-strong United Nations force with 
the task of overseeing the truce accord, signed in Rome in 
October, and preparations for elections. 


The biggest challenge now, Tallarigo said, is to enact “an 
experiment in democracy” by helping the Renamo rebel 
movement turn into a political party, and “any uncer- 
tainty at this time could threaten peace.” 


For this reason, he (?went on), Italy is (?sponsoring) the 
creation of a special fund to help different political forces 
in Mozambique to organize. The UN fund for the 
election process will (?account) for about 10 percent of 
the 350-400 million dollars pledged by donor countnes 
at a Rome conference in December, he said. 


According to General Carlo Cabisgiosu, who flanked Tal- 
larigo at the press conference, Italy will have to pay most of 
the expenses to cover its | ,000 troops stationed in Mozam- 
bique, at an estimated cost of 103 billion lire (64 million 
dollars) for the first three months. Only seven billion lire 
(4.3 million dollars) will be reimbursed by the UN, he said. 


The Italian contingent will be deployed in five locations 
along the 300-km oil-pipeline corridor which cuts through 
the central provinces of Sofala and Manica, from [name 
indistinct] near the Zimbabwe border to Dondo, 30km 
from Beira, and will take over the duties held during the 16 
years of civil war by Zimbabwean soldiers. 

The changing of the guard is scheduled for April 9, in 
[name indistinct]. 

The cease-fire was signed in October through the media- 
tion of the Rome Foreign Ministry and the Sant’ Egidio 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 3 


religious Community in Rome, but rebel leaders have 
accused the Maputo government of failing to provide 
adequate security guarantees for the demobilization of 
Renamo rebels. 


Iran’s Khatami at ‘Christian-Islamic Dialogue 
Conference’ 


LD3103113093 Tehran IRNA in English 1108 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Vienna, March 31, IRNA—At the opening of the 
“Christian-Islamic Dialogue Conference” here Tuesday, 
Iranian representative to the conferencc Hojjat ol Pslam 
Mohammad Khatami said that “religion is «he one and 
only comforting solution fox the salvation of mankind.” 


He said, even though 2000 years have gone past the birth 
of Prophet Jesus Christ (pbuh {Peace be upon him)), 
1400 years after Prophet Muhammad's (pbuh) migration 
(622 ac [after Christ]}) and vith so much development in 
scientific, cultural and industrial fields, religion still 
remains as the main hope for humanity. 


Presently, unfortunatly we are witnessing financial pros- 
perity substituted by mankind for teachings of prophets, 
this attitude has left two sour and bloody world wars 
caused by totalitarian systems of fascism, comm unism 
and colonialism, Khatami said. 


He also stressed the fact that in the name of God and 
religion, crimes had been committed for the pure pur- 
pose of self-interest and it is our duty here today to 
reassess the relationship between mankind and religion 
for a better future. Khatami, at the end of his address 
hoped that the conference will be a big step towards 
more and better understanding between the two great 
religions of Islam and Christianity. 


Inaugurating the conference, Austrian Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock said Christian-Moslem cooperation for 
peace was “one of the great challenges of our times.” 


He also expected the conference to contribute to the 
Struggle against political misuse of the doctrines of Islam 
and Christianity. Mock said that these doctrines should 
be used exclusively for peace and reconciliation and not 
for hatred and division. 


Mock said that the need for cooperation between Chris- 
tians and Moslems was shown by the tragic events in 
Bosnia. The conflict in Bosnia was just as little one 
between Christianity and Islam as that in Croatia before- 
hand had been between Catholics and Orthodox Chris- 
tiuans. In both cases there were, or had been, ruthless 
aggressors who had tried to justify their activities under a 
religious guise, th. minister added. 


Among those present at the four-day conference were the 
retired archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Franz Koenig, 
General Secretary of the Arab League Ismat ‘Abd- 
al-Magid, and about 40 representatives from Islamic and 
Christian countries. 
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Yeltsin Assures EC Russia ‘Predictable, Reliable’ 
Partner 


BR3003 150893 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 30 Mar 93 p 4 


{Unattributed article: “EC-Moscow Agreement Possibly 
This Year”] 


[Text] Moscow—It is not ruled out that the EC will sign 
an economic or other cooperation agreement with 
Russia later this year. This was stated by Foreign Affairs 
Minister Willy Claes after his visit to Moscow with the 
EC troika, comprising the foreign ministers of the Com- 
munity’s previous, present, and future presidency. 


The visit was overshadowed by the political crisis, which 
is why the three ministers did not meet with President 
Yeltsin. 


Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev did have a 
message from the president, in which he expressed his 
gratitude for Russian-European cooperation and empha- 
sized that “the Russian Government remains a predict- 
able and reliable partner for the EC.” 


Claes stated that he had the impression that the actual 
confrontation was over. 


Top Italian EC Official Commits Suicide in 
Brussels 


AU3103 164893 Paris AFP in English 1636 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 31 (AFP)}—A high level Italian 
member of the European Commission (E.C.) committed 
suicide Tuesday [30 March] by jumping from the 
window of his sixth-floor office in Brussels, officials said 
Wednesday [31 March]. 


Antonio Quatraro, 59, was suffering from severe depres- 
sion in recent months, according to several people close 
to him. 


They said he was particularly hard hit in 1990 when the 
E.C. began investigating irregularities with the way in 
which he allocated funds to tobacco growers. He was 
removed from that pozition at the time. 


E.C. officials refused to discuss the matter Wednesday 
saying that police were investigating whether Quatraro’s 
death was indeed a suicide. 


In their investigation of the tobacco fund E.C. officials 
noticed that aid was being distributed largely to Greece 
and Italy whose poor tobacco harvest was then exported 
to Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and the Middle East. 


Meanwhile, in Rome, judicial officials said they were 
investigating Italy's ambassador to Jakarta and 10 others 
in connection with the country’s ever widening corrup- 
tion investigation. 
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The officials said the investigation of Ambassador 
Michele Martinez is focussing on the diversion of foreign 
aid while Martinez was Gcputy executive director of 
Italy's foreign aid program between 1985-87. 


The others being investigated in the case are busi- 
nessmen, government workers and administrators linked 
with the aid program at that time. 


Italy's corruption investigation, dubbed “Operation 
Clean Hands,” has badly shaken the government struc- 
ture and so far this year caused the resignation of five 
ministers. 


Concern Voiced on Impact of Cheap Eastern 
Aluminum Imports 


PM3103101193 Paris LE MONDE in Fr 4: ch 
30 Mar 93 » 23 


[Philippe Lemaitre report: “Aluminum Deliveries From 
Eastern Countries Destabilize EEC Industry. Pechiney 
Demands Measures To Protect Its Output] 


[Text] Brussels—The list of international trade issues 
facing the new government as soon as it enters upon its 
duties is lengthening: Besides the GATT negotiations. 
another matter of concern relates to the increase in 
low-priced imports from Russia and the other former 
USSR republics. In the wake of the complaints from the 
Community steel industry, Pechiney, the main Europ can 
aluminum producer, is demanding that Brussels take 
protective measures to put the brakes on imports from 
the CIS and the Baltic republics. 


After taking soundings among the member states. who 
reacted favorably, the European Commission has just 
decided to open an inquiry. The increase in imports 1 
indisputable and spectacular: The share of the Commu- 
nity market held by — J. from | 


me Unies (an ECU is “can about 7 French 
francs) per tonne as a result of the discounts practiced by 
the Eastern suppliers. The damage to EEC enterprises 
and particularly to Pechiney as a result of this situation 
is equally obvious. “However,” staffers of Sir Leon 
Brittan, Commission vice president for trade. explain. 
“we now have to establish that this damage 1s indeed duc 
to the increase in imports...” 


This will be the subject of the inquiry that has just been 
opened, which could last several months. In fact Mr. 
Brittan, who 1s convinced that the best way to facilitate 
economic recovery in the former commmunist countnes 
is to help them gain access to the markets of the Twelve. 
seems to be in no hry to limit Russian or Baltic 
aluminum imports. 


What is true for aluminum also goes for steel. In late 
February the industry ministers of the Twelve asked the 
Commission to negotiate tariff quotas, product by 
product, with each supplier in such a way as to avond an 
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overly sudden increzse in deliveries. The Council 
accepted Mr. Brittan’s idea that it was not a matter of 
limiting imports but rather of moderating their increase 
(LE MONDE of 27 February). However, at the time of 
writing the talks begun with the Czechs and Slovaks have 
noi reached a conclusion and negotiations with the other 
exporter countries have not even been started. France, 
Germany, Italy, and Spain have just made representa- 
ee em 
lack of zeal. 


Steel, Community imports of which to the United States 
are threatened with very heavy and, in the eyes of the 
Twelve, unjustified taxes, will be on the agenda of the 
talks in Brussels 29 March between Mr. Brittan and Mr. 
Mickey Kantor, President Clinton's representative for 
trade talks. The two men will also return to the issue of 
public contracts. 

The United States has decided to ban Community enter- 
prises from responding to tenders issued by federal 
admunistrations or agencies in protest at an EEC direc- 
tive in force since | January 1993 which authorizes 
member states, when concluding public contracts, to give 
preference to an EEC enterprise over rivals from third 
countnes when the price difference is within the range of 
3 percent. The sanction against Community enterprises 


BR3103121093 Brusseis LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 31 Mar 93 p 13 


[Artcle by Max Hannart: “Eurcee: Lean Times for 
Farmers—At Least for Most of Them. Since in Some 
Countnes Ther Situation Has Improved”) 


[Text] The year 1992 was even worse for European 


farmers than initially thought. At the beginning of the 
year, the European statistical office Eurostat had esti- 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ‘ 


Luxembourg. Germany. and Great Britain. On this scale, 
Belgium can be found toward the low end, wih a 


4.3-percent drop. 


The drop in real prices, especially the prices of plant 
products, is the reaso.u behind the deteriorating situa- 
tion. 


Positive Over 10 Years 


The trend over the past !0 years has been more or less 
positive thanks to improved productivity in every sector, 
increased production volumes in the plant sector, and 
increased Community subsidies. The impact of these 
positive factors on income was stronger than the nega- 
tive effect, i.e.. restrictive policies in the dairy and 
bovine pro: uction sector, imbalances in certain markets, 
and the gr sth of intermediate consumption. 


The va..ations among countries over the 10-year period 
contrast sharply with each other. In some countnes, such 
as France, progress was between 15 and 30 percent, 
whereas in others, such as the Netherlands and Den- 
mark, there was a drop of up to 25 percent. Belgium 1s in 
the middle of the scale, along with the United Kingdom 
and Germany, with a slight increase. 


Column Assesses Future of Europe 


BR3003151393 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 30 Mar 93 pp 1. 4 


[Column by Jean Daloze: “What Now, Europe?” 


[Text] Is the Europe of the Twelve in the doldrums? Such 
is the current feeling. The European Commission, 
headed by President Jacques Deiors. 1s keeping a low 
profile, and the Danish presidency of the Council of 
Ministers is negatively disposed. Furthermore, the Euro- 
pean Community finds itself in a troubled international 
context. Russia 1s threatened by worrying upheavals and 
the drama in the former Yugoslavia 1s a festering wound 
Nobody knows exactly what stance to take with regard to 
the new Clinton administration, i.¢.. a United States 
tempted to practice protectionist policies. And the eco- 
nomic crisis 1s engulfing the whole situation in a noxo0Us 


atmosphere. 


On the road to the implementation of the Maastricht 
Treaty beyond the Single Market. i.c.. at a time when it 
is not far from its Promised Land, will the European 
Community now fail primarily because of bad behavior 
by too many of its members and in the face of unfavor- 
able democratic public opinion” Taking a look at the 
states of mind of some member states or the troubles 
plaguing them. there are both good and bad points. 


The greatest source of comfort 1s Germany. While this 
large country 1s busily digesting its new castern laender 
now purged of communism and coping with the presence 
of hundreds of thousands of recently arrived refugees. 1 
has just sect a good example of public-spiritedness and 
wisdom. Following obviously difficult negotiations, the 
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German nation and its la/:nder, on the one hand, and the 
political majority and opposition, on the other, con- 
cluded an agreement—in full view of the approving 
social partners—intended to make a concerted effort to 
master a delicate and serious situation. 

This agreement, which if one peruses carefully might 
find some flaws, has the great merit of making a federal 
system more unionist still, mainly by achieving a new 
financial balance between the central state and its 
laender. It is imposing new cosis and savings on the 
nation as a whole in an attempt to meet its payments 
without succumbing to the sin of inflation. 


This surge of activity at national level should finally 
make it possible for the country to digest the former East 
German laender under conditions—in view of the cur- 
rent wage restraint—that preclude any delay in the 
pursuit of European integration. Quite the reverse. 

At the national level, the situation in Europe has not 
been as positive for quite some time. And thanks to the 
Bundesbank, interest rates have dropped by 2 percent 
within a few months. 


On the other hand, the UK's behavior is dismaying its 
European neighbors. Naturally, this friendly country is 
also dogged by considerable problems. However, West- 
minster is playing a personal game, as if the tasty morsels 
offered by the Commission were available “a la carte.” 
Certain snatches of policy are being disregarded, such as 
VAT [value-added tax} on second-hand products or the 
free movement of people. The same cannot be said 
regarding monetary matters. Westminster left the EMS 
— ——— Gab Gas on on eoeiduns 
thet could have happened to anyone. But was it an 
accident? 


There is a growing conviction that the pound sterling was 
devalued to make the currency competitive. The UK 
clearly has no intention of doing what is necessary to 
rejoin EMS as soon as possible. The drop in the pound is 
intended to attract investment, facilitate exports, and 
damage imports—which makes it an anti-European 
structural policy. Already the Maastricht Treaty has 
wrongly enabled the British to pick and choose, with 
regard to a single currency as well as in the social sector. 
Although that is just making matters worse or perverting 
the situation. Westminster is not maintaining that Maas- 
tricht should be liquidated and Europe made to somer- 
sault into becoming a free trade area and nothing more. 
Although things are moving in this direction, Westmin- 
ster favors the soft approaca rather than putting things 
on hold. 


However, the situation will grind to a halt if the positive, 
recent German trend—following many others in the 
past—is combined with he timely French attitude. As 
Leo Tindemans [member of the European Parliament, 
former Belgian prime minister] stated recently, the 
French-German axis, fleshed out by the Benelux coun- 
tries, is determining the revival of Europe in the current 
climate of moroseness. The crushing defeat of the French 
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socialists, rendered so European by Mitterrand, is nega- 
tive. The triumph of the right and center-right parties 
raises questions which might have posiiive answers, if 
the dice fall right. The new majority in the French 
Government comprises petty, and hence dangerous, 


Mr. Leotard has assured us that the majority of the 
majority was in favor of maintaining a dynamic pace in 
Europe—provided that Mr. Balladur becomes prime 
minister, as he said, and if he is forthcoming with 
reassurances. We will have to see who is appointed 
minister of foreign and European affairs in Paris. We are 
faced with the threat—which would be a lesser evil for 
the moment, but could sign away the essential political 
thrust—of Jacques Chirac’s destiny. Outside the govern- 
ment, and with his eyes firmly fixed on the 1995 presi- 
dential election, he is likely to soon stack the electoral 
deck in his favor in an attempt to appease the anti- 
European right. This could lead at least to skirmishes 
concerning everything to do with a European suprana- 
tionality, with Delors’ Commission being first in the 
firing line. We would then certainly not have a large, 
open Europe stretching from Germany to Great Britain, 
an equivocal Europe, perhaps. 


And what is the current role for us Belgians in the tough 
game of Europe? Our country is deeply attached to the 
Community of the Twelve, but the governmental insta. 
bility that we are presently witnessing constitutes a 
European error, and a flaw. Given our geographice) 
location, it is essential that we contribute to Europe. But 
the reverse applies even more. Europe is our lifeblood 
and the budget restructuring, object of the government 
crisis, is determining our circulation both at home and 
abroad. It is in the Val Duchesse castle that Europe was 
born out of the Treaties of Rome. So, let our ministers, at 
odds with society, get down to work, with their tail 
between their legs but also with clenched teeth. 


H Free Trade With 
——— ree Agreement 


LD2903151693 Budapest MT1I in English 1420 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Geneva, March 29 (MTI-ECONEWS)—A free 
trade agreement between Hungary and the European 
Free Trade Association, EFTA, was signed in Geneva on 
Monday. 


As a result of the new agreement, 85 percent of Hun- 
gary’s industrial exports, which totalled USD 1.3 billion 
in 1992, will have free access to the markets of the seven 
EFTA countries. 


Although quotas will remain on Hungary's textile 
exports to Austria, Norway and Sweden, steel exports to 
Austria and Sweden and deliveries of certain chemical 
products to Norway and Sweden, the lists of sensitive 
products contain fewer items than those attached to the 
association agreement concluded between Hungary and 
the European Community in December 1991. 
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All custom duties on delivenes of Hungarian industral 
products to EFTA contries will be phased out within 
five years. The stipulation that Hungarian and EC 
exporters will be treated equally means that market 
access of Hungarian industrial products will consider- 
ably improve. Bilateral trade agreements with individual 
EFTA countries is also expected to result in a markec 
increase in Hungarian farm and food exports. 

At the same time, the seven EFTA countries and the 
European C smmunity will both have equal access to the 
Hungarian market, as the schedule of phasing out indus- 
trial customs duties for EFTA members is the same as 
was fixed in the agreement with the EC. 


Hungary is committed in th: agreement to preferential 
treatment of imports of industrial consumer goods, 
foods and fish products up to a limited quantity which 
will vary between individual EFTA members. 


Products destined for EFTA countries account for 15 
percent of Hungary's exports, while deliveries from 
EFTA make up 2! percent of imports. Materials and 
semi-products account for 43-45 percent of Hungary's 
exports to EFTA, while industrial and consumer goods 
make up 17-19 percent and farm products | 9-20 percent. 


Economic Study Details Eastern European Decline 


AU2803 164293 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
27 Mar 93 p 9 


[“ho™ repori: “No Growth in Eastern Europe in Sight”) 


[Text] Vienna—The economic decline in eastern Europe 
is abating, but there are no signs of a return to economic 
growth, said Hubert Gabrisch of the Vienna Institute for 
International Economic Comparisons (WILW) at an 
institute seminar in Vienna. Poland was the only country 
that managed to achieve modest economic growth in 
1992. In addition to Poland, Hungary may achieve a 
slight recovery this year if the restrictions on demand are 
abolished. The Czech Republic and Slovakia, on the 
other hand, are suffering from their separation. Bulgaria 
and Romania may reach the end of their decline this 
year. On the other hand, the economies in Russia. 
Ukraine, and Croatia will probably continue to decline 
sharply until 1994. 


The gross national product (GNP) of the region declined 
to 70 percent of the level before 1989. Hungary regis- 
tered the least reduction. If one assumes that as of this 
year Hungary will achieve annual economic growth of 
2.5 percent, the GNP level prior to 1989 could be 
resumed as late as 2002. The lag behind the West would 
then be greater than in 1989, however. Gabrisch also 
thinks that the declining investments in the East are 
alarming. 


This year all east European states will suffer from the 
recession in the West, which will impair their export 
prospects. The restrictions concerning new loans and low 
foreign investment will also dampen the prospects for 
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growth. Institute chief Kazimierz Laski told DIE 
PRESSE that the Czech Republic. Hungary. and Poland 
have the best chances this year. 


Hyperinflation need noi be expected in any east Euro- 
pean country, even if the budget deficit should be higher 
than agreed on with the IMF or if investment and 
consumer demark’ *\°e lo recover. This year one can 
expect a slower incr -< in prices; only in Czechia and 
Slovakia will prices jc bably increase faster. In Russia 
and Ukraine, on tiv. o’ er hand, one has to expect 
hyperinflation. 

WIIW expert Peter Has:ii .mticazed the concentration 
of western economic aid in Russic, as this will make 
relations between Russia and Ukraine, for instance. 
increasingly terse. This course of action tacitly recog- 
nizes Russia as the only successor state of the USSR. 
There is the danger that an authoritarian regime will be 
established in Russia, which might constitute a threat 
not so much for the West but for the independent states 
of the former Soviet bioc (including eastern Europe). A 
second alternative would be uncontrolled chaos in 
Russia. 


The first year of independence was completed with |’ cle 
success for Russia and for Ukraine: Both the gross 
domestic product (GDP) and foreign trade declined. 
Both states are suffering from the disintegrauon of the 
former USSR. The standard of living has also declined, 
real wages and real income were strongly reduced, just 
like retail trade turnover. The disintegration of the CIS 
continues. “he community is based on 270 treaties, most 
of which have never been rauified or implemented 
Economic reforms are badly coordinated. 





GDP—Changes in Percent Compared With the Previous 












































Year in Fixed Prices 

1900 1991 19921983 
preliminary forecasts 
Crech - 20 . 140 -70 | «40 
10 
Hungary 33 19% - 600 2? Ho 
- 40 + 20 
Poland 11.6 6 0. Mo 0 Oto 
* 20 +10 
Slovakia 0.0 164 90 8 iho 
$0 
Buigana 9) 16.7 - 180 $0 
Romania 74 137 - 18.0 $0 

>———— 
Slovenia 44 - 93 60 1 io 
Croatia 93 287 - 250 0.0 
Russia 2.0 - 90 - 1990 | 15.0 
Ukraine 24 2 180 | =~ 1S.ho 
-180 | .00 
total 36 - 10.40 - 180 T 12 Mo 
- 160 | 110 
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Italy's Amato Addresses Labor Ministers’ protection, however.” Concerning the organization of 
Seminar the job market, on the other hand, Amato has no doubts: 


PM 3003142093 Milan 1L GIORNALE in Italian 
25 Mar 93 pis 


[Francesco Casaccia report: “Europe Suffering from 
Unemployment” ] 


[Text] Ferrara—Curope’s disease is unemployment. In 
[Prime Minister} Giuliano Amato's view there are 10 
doubts: That is the number one enemy to defeat, repre- 
senting the “fundamental chapter” in the old continent's 
development. 


The prime minister flew to Ferrara to open the seminar 
of European labor ministers on vocational traiaing for 
employmen:. Amato only stayed a couple of hours, just 
long enough to stress the seriousness of the situaiion and 
warn that the emergency concerns the governments as a 
whole. “Europe has reached a crossroads: Either we 
succeed in developing further, or we will become incur- 
ably ill and im danger of contaminating neighboring 
countries as well.” On the other hand, the high unem- 
ployment rate (it has doubled in Western Europe in the 
past 10 years, rising above 9 percent) is caused by the 
economies’ low growth rates. “Only a blind man could 
fail to see that.” And that is the most striking sign of 
Europe's sickness. “In some countries,” Amato 
admitted, “the growth rate is nearing zero, while devel- 
opment rates in the past used to oscillate between 2 and 
4 percent of GNP.” And unemployment has not only 
increased '* Europe's weak regions, such as Southern 
Italy, but also in its stronger regions. “There are econo- 
mies, such as the Asian economies, which are moving 
forward at double our rates. This way we are in danger of 
losing our competitiveness. So we must succeed in 
fighting systems which are more technologically 
advanced than ours.” 


How 1s this to be done? The “formula” is complex and 
split into three parts: vocational traiming, social security, 
and organizing the job market. Amato addressed him wif 
directly to the labor ministers, saying: “It 1s your respon- 
sibility to solve these issues. It is only part of the 
problem,” he explained, “but it 1s of fundamental impor- 
tance. The rest concerns the various governments as 
teams. Vocational training—the meeting's main topic— 
is fundamental. Even if it does not create a work force, it 
is still an ‘ace up workers’ sleeves’ because it prevents 
them from being made redundant by technological inno- 
vation.” In short, “if we do not allow to make 
money and keep abreast of the times, we kill them.” 


Then there ts also the problem of the social security level. 
Amato admitted that if it were lower, costs for businesses 
would be more competitive. But social security is “part 
of civilization’s inalienable heritage.” In any event, it is 
necessary to plan “a careful and continuous review of 
social security institutions. It would indeed be a senous 
error if we were to maintain institutions representing 
obsolete job markets, thereby loading costs onto a Euro- 
pean system which must still guarantee a good level of 


“The presence of the state must be reduced. to make 
more room for negotiation between the two sides of 
industry.” Less public sector, more private sector, how- 
ever, does not mean “leaving every worker to his fate.” 
What it does mean is a reassessment at EC level of the 
criteria for subsidies. “In this way,” Amato explained, 
“we will strengthen pro-EC enthusiasm among the many 
European citizens ready to vote ‘no’ in referenda on the 
Maastricht treaty.” And indeed one of the most wide- 
spread notions destroying Europe is that ‘decisions are 
taken too often in Brussels and too little room ts given to 
national and local institutions.” 


The prime minister ended his speech with an appeal to 
the labor ministers: “There are many fronts on which we 
have to operate. | expect concrete proposals from you, 
not just the minutes of a meeting in a beautiful ltahan 
city in early spring.” After saying that, Amato left, 
without so much as a word about the negotiations over 
labor costs which are just not getting off the ground. 


Minister Briefs Seminar on Polish Unemployment 


AU 2603145293 Warsaw PAP in English 2212 GMT 
25 Mar 93 


[Text] Rome, March 25—{Poland’s} Deputy Labour 
Minister Michal Boni presented Polish probiems and 
experience in occupational training and employment at 
the third seminar in Ferrara devoted to these matters, 
organized in cooperation with the International Labour 
Organization (ILO). 


Bon: told 37 Curopean labour ministers who took part in 
the seminar about the need for cooperation between the 
State administration, private business, and local 

ments in financing professional training which 1s, Bon 
stressed, part of investing in production and “the future 
of the economy.” 


He described the difficulties resuiting from the legacy of 
the past system in Poland where the employees are 
reluctant to change jobs and get retrained for other 
professions, and on the other hand state and private 
companies do not wish or cannot afford to pay for the 
retraining of their employees. 


A document adopted by the seminar stresses that the 
quickly growing unemployment in Europe poses a con- 
siderable risk of social tension, which necessitates above 
all taking measures to increase production und out'ays 
for professional training. The ministers also siressed the 
West's responsibility for unemployment control. They 
believe that if the better off part of this continent fails to 
cope with the problem. then the severe consequences will 
be suffered by Eastern Europe, where unemployment 
rate has now reached 14-25 percent. 
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Council of Europe Official on Skopje, Cyprus 


NC3003 182093 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] The Council of Europe will consider the republic 
of Skopje’s request for membership in a very strict light 
and it will not accept this republic in its ranks without 
the necessary guarantees for peaceful coexistence with 
neighboring countries. This statement was made by 
Miguel Angel Martinez, chairman of the Council of 
Europe Parliamentary Assembly now visiting Greece, at 
a news conference he gave in Zappion at noon today. 


Referring to the occupation of the north of Cyprus by 
Turkish troops, Martinez said that the Council of Europe 
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has repeatedly condemned this occupation and added 
that it will not relax its efforts for Turkish compliance 
with UN and Council of Europe resolutions. 


Respondir.g to a question on the oppression of the very 
few Greeks left in Imroz and Tenedos [Turkish islands of 
Gokceada and Bozcaada in the Aegean], Martinez 
pleaded ignorance and confined himself to expressing 
regret when something like this happens. Martinez said: 
The Council of Europe does not conduct historical 
research on crimes of the past but it tries to forestall 
crimes of the future. 


Finally, Martinez gave a detailed briefing on the content 
of his talks in Athens with the president, prime minister, 
and the opposition leaders. 
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Vranitzky on EC Membership, Balkan Conflict 


AU3003150593 Hamburg DIE WELT (“WELT 
Report” Supplement) in German 30 Mar 93 p 1 


{Interview with Chancellor Franz Vranitzky by Carl 
Gustaf Stroehm; place and date not given] 


[Text] [Stroehm] When do you expect Austria to become 
an EC member? Do you still see obstacles? 


[Vranitzky] We applied for membership in July 1989 
and have been holding concrete negotiations since 2 
February 1993—concurrent with the northern Euro- 
peans. There is no precise timetable because this 
depends on many unknown factors. It is conceivable that 
we will become an EC member in 1995. As prerequisites, 
the negotiations in Brussels would have to be positively 
concluded, the present EC members would have to ratify 
this in their parliaments, and the result of the refer- 
endum in Austria would have to be positive. 


Apart from the domestic policy assessment of EC entry 
in Our country, we are confronted with the fact that 
apparently the EC has problems achieving the goals it set 
itself—for example, the ratification of Maastricht. Even 
apart from that, the EC currently finds it hard to do 
anything regarding the substance—here I think of agri- 
cultural and fishery issues, and industrial policy. 


Austrians realize that their government's plan to lead 
them into the EC coincides with some difficulties that 
the Community itself has. That does not alter my con- 
viction that this road is right for Austria. 


[Stroehm] Do you support Maastricht? 


[Vranitzky] Basically yes, because I believe that Maas- 
tricht is a landmark for the continuation of political 
integration. Other questions, even economic and ecolog- 
ical ones, can only be solved on the basis of political 
unification. 


[Stroehm] What about Austria’s special wishes or special 
problems—for example, regarding truck transit? 


[Vranitzky] I do not believe that there are special prob- 
lems. We concluded a transit agreement with the EC one 
and one-half years ago. That is an ecology-orientated 
agreement on truck transit. The agreement is valid for 12 
years. In the EC it was stressed that it should also be 
valid after Austria’s entry. However, I go even one step 
further: It is not an emergency solution to protect Austria 
from being flooded with truck traffic. What is more, it 
could be the starting point for further traffic policy 
considerations within the EC because manny people are 
also disturbed by truck traffic elsewhere. 


[Stroehm] Can Austria keep its “permanent neutrality” 
as an EC member? 


[Vranitzky] We regard it as our task in Brussels to 
becom: 2 member of European union—not a member of 
an export-import club. That also includes a collective 
European security system. Such a system must provide 


FBIS-WEU-93-061 
1 April 1993 


for a joint course of action against a peacebreaker. This 
does not affect neutrality. The concrete forms of such a 
security system are to be discussed in 1996. 


{Stroehm] Do you think that it is necessary to redefine 
neutrality? 


(Vranitzky] According to the present state of affairs, that 
is unnecessary. We see an example of a collective secu- 
rity system in the United Nations. The Security Council 
resolutions that provided for a joint course of action 
against Iraq were no obstacle to Austria’s participation. 


[Stroehm] Since the collapse of communism, Austria’s 
security situation has changed. Several new states were 
established on your borders. A war is ragiig in your 
immediate surroundings. 


[Vranitzky) I welcome the formation of these new neigh- 
boring states. One could also say that they are old 
neighbors in new clothes. The formation of these states is 
a result of the elimination of communist command 
structures. Of course, it is apparent, today, that the 
euphoria of 1989-90 has disappeared. 


The former communist s*ates are confronted with tough 
problems. The Warsaw Pact’s dissolution resulted in a 
completely new security policy situation—this is also a 
reason for our positive attitude toward the establishment 
of a collective European security system. 


Despite the catastrophe in ex-Yugoslavia, | am not one 
of those who see a war lurking in every corner. I attribute 
much of the uneasiness in the former people’s democra- 
cies to the West's hesitation to cooperate with these 
countries earlier. 


[Stroehm] What can be done against the irrationalism 
which seems to triumph in the Balkans against all 
reason? 


[Vranitzky] The international community would have 
had to observe the embargo against Serbia really closely. 
Serbia developed a feeling of strength because the 
embargo was violated again and again. They saw how 
fragile international solidarity was. It is understandable 
that the EC, the United Nations, Vance, and Owen are 
confronted with the reproach that their plans for Bosnia 


are no good. 


[Stroehm] What solutions do you see? 


[Vranitzky] We should be very careful with the concept 
of a “military mission,” as long as it appears to be an 
academic or theoretical contribution. The embargo, on 
the one hand, and humanitarian help, on the other, 
should be used as effectively as possible. 


[Stroehm] Can Austria remain a bridge between Eastern 
and Western Europe in the future? 
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[Vranitzky] Even after the completion of European inte- 
gration, no country can dissociate itself from its geog- 
raphy. As an EC member, Austria will be on the eastern 
and southeastern borders of the Community. 


[Stroehm] How do you see the situation in Russia? 


[Vranitzky] I regarded it as a shortcoming, in Gor- 
bachev’s era, that political controversies in Russia 
always deal with powers, constitutional changes, and 
personalities, while caring very little about economic 
aspects, the people’s daily life. They were not properly 
concerned about making Russia’s incredible rich mineral 
resources exportable either. 


[Stroehm] Is there a crisis of the democratic system in 
Europe? 


[Vranitzky] I do not see an existential crisis of parlia- 
mentary democracy. However, there is hardly an estab- 
lished political party that can still rely on repeating a 
former success in elections. It was precisely the Social 
Democratic parties—including mine—that contributed 
to the opening of our systems. 


In the open systems we are now confronted far more with 
open discussions. Thus, democracy has been enliv- 
ened—but the challenge for politicians has also 
increased. 


Vranitzky To Discuss Economic Cooperation in 
Beijing 


AU3103150493 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
31 Mar 93 p 3 


[Otto Mann report: “Beijing Is Looking for New Part- 
ners”) 

[Text] Beijing—Chancellor Franz Vranitzky’s talks in 
Beijing will focus on the expansion of economic cooper- 
ation and, above all, the reduction of the Austrian trade 
deficit. In addition, the Chinese are interested in a new 
loan. 


When the chancellor arrives in the special economic 
zone of Shenzhen in southern China via Hong Kong on 
2 April, he will be in the right place at the right time. The 
annual session of the National People’s Congress in 
Beijing will have finished by then. Thus, not only the 
direction and the focal points of the future economic 

t will have been outlined by then, but a 
reshuffle will also have taken piace among the state 
leadership, in parliament, and in the cabinet. In Shen- 
zhen, Chancellor Vranitzky will be able to familiarize 
himself directly with the economic boom that was initi- 
ated by Deng Xiaoping one year ago, and which has now 
spread to the whole country. 


From Shenzhen, the chancellor, accompanied by 
Finance Minister Lacina and a high-ranking economic 
delegation, will travel to Shanghai. He will visit the joint 
venture of the Voith paper machine works in China’s 
most important industrial centre. 
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On 4 April, the chancellor will travel to Jinan to attend a 
ceremony marking the 10th anniversary of the joint 
venture of the Steyr works. On the same day he will 
travel to Beijing, where official talks will start one day 
later. On the second day of his stay in the Chinese 
capital, Vranitzky will probably be the first foreign head 
of government to be received by the newly elected state 
president. 


The chancellor’s visit is being accorded great political 
significance by both sides. It is the first visit by an 
Austrian head of government to the People’s Republic 
since the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1971. 
In spite of reduced contacts after the Tiananmen events 
in 1989, the bilateral exchange of visits has not ceased 
completely. 


Both sides view economic cooperation as the most 
important element of bilateral relations. Above all, Aus- 
tria is interested in improving its export opportunities. 
Trade with China is charactcrized by a considerable 
surplus on the Chinese side. The country exported goods 
worth 5.9 billion schillings to Austria last year—8 per- 
cent more than in 1991. Austrian exports to China 
involved only 2.6 billion schillings, which was 22 percent 
less than the previous year. 


Beijing's general interest in expanding cooperation and 
trade relations is clearly noticeable. In view of the 
constant dispute with the United States on the renewal of 
the most-favored-nation status, human rights, and 
weapons exports to crisis regions, China shows great 
interest in strengthening its position in Europe. Yet, 
these ambitions are frequently linked with wishes for the 
financing of imports. Thus, the Chinese are likely to ask 
Vranitzky for a new “soft loan.” 


Greens spokesman Peter Pilz criticized the chancellor's 
trip to China as “indecent.” “Human rights or trade 
relations—Vranitzky decided this question a long time 
ago to the disadvantage of human rights.” 


Mock Expects New French Regime To Support 
EC Efforts 


AU3003 101893 Vienna KURIER in German 30 Mar 93 
p3 


(H.H. Scharsach report on interview with Foreign Min- 
ister Alois Mock; place and date not given: “Mock: 
Chirac Also Safeguards Interests of Austrian Farmers”’] 


[Text] What does the result of the French elections mean 
for Austria's efforts to join the EC and for the future 
policy on Yugoslavia? Foreign Minister Alois Mock 
commented on the most important issues. 


Austria’s entry into the EC: The leader of the Gaullists, 
Chirac, has advocated Austria’s acceptance as an EC 
member for many years. He is a rcliable friend. The same 
applies to the new head of government Balladur. Our 
meeting in the middle of January was characterized by 
complete harmony. Agricultural dispute in the GATT: 
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The fact that the conservative parties in France have 
assumed a critical attitude toward the agricultural com- 
promise of the GATT is certainly an advantage for 
Austria. The new government represents the interests of 
the small family farms. Thus, it risks conflicts with the 
large agricultural producers United States, Canada, and 
Australia. That means that Chirac also safeguards the 
interests of the Austrian farmers indirectly. 


Maastricht: In spite of the fact that a large section of his 
party is critical of the decision on monetary and eco- 
nomic union, Chirac gave priority to the higher Euro- 
pean interests in the referendum. This shows that he is a 
true statesman. 


Policy on Yugoslavia: In France, public opinion reacts in 
a particularly sensitive way to the killings, rapes, and 
ethnic cleansing. Under the new government, Paris 
might ensure a more determined attitude vis-a-vis the 


F Minister, Arab League Chief Cited on 
Meeting 


NC3103 185593 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1701 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Vienna, 31 Mar (MENA)—Arab League Secretary 
General Dr. ’Ismat ’Abd-al-Majid, who is currently vis- 
iting Vienna, has met with Austrian Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock. 


In a statement after the meeting, ’Abd-al-Majid said that 
there is no substitute for the Middle East peace talks to 
end the Arab- Israeli conflict and called on Israel to 
realize the importance of resuming the negotiations to 
bring abot i peace in the region. 


*Abd-al-Majid cited Israel’s recognition of Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and acceptance of the 
principle of land for peace as a condition for the peace 
process to succeed. He ruled out a separate peace accord 
between Syria and Israel, asserting that peace will not be 
established without settling the Palestinian issue. 


*Abd-al-Majid appealed to the international community 
to expedite the search for a settlement of the situation in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, which he described as very serious. 


The Austrian foreign minister said that acts of killing 
and destruction in Bosnia-Herzegovina will continue 
and that if the international community does not take a 
decisive and firm stand on the aggressor peace will 
become even more elusive than it is now. 


*Abd-al-Majid is currently in Austria to attend the 
Islamic-Christian dialogue conference being held in 
Vienna. The conference is held to exchange views on the 
two religions’ stands on issues of peace, justice, human 
rights, and pluralism and on the possibility of employing 
this dialogue to promote understanding to renounce 
violence and support world peace. 
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Military Cooperation Agreement Signed With 
Slovenia 

AU2703181493 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 27 Mar 93 p 3 


{Unattributed report: “Cooperation With Slovenia’’] 


[Text] Ljubljana—*“Each country must take care of itself, 
and the future European security system will also have to 
work primarily as a preventive system.” With these 
words Austrian Defense Minister Werner Fasslabend 
answered the question whether the cooperation treaty, 
which was concluded between his ministry and the 
Slovene Defense Ministry today, also contains clauses 
that would facilitate direct help to Slovenia, such as in 
case of conflict. The two-day official vi ‘t by the Austrian 
Defense Minister was concluded with a press conference 
yesterday. 


According to Slovene Defense Minister Janez Jansa, the 
treaty, which consists of only a few pages, lists 15 areas of 
cooperation, including the dispatch of observers to mil- 
itary maneuvers and delegations to study “technical 
problems’’—everything within the framework and in the 
spirit of existing CSCE documents. 


The talks also dealt with the crisis in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 


Defense Minister Holds Talks With Italian 
Counterpart 

AU3103140893 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 31 Mar 93 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Minister Ando Visits Fass- 
labend””] 


[Excerpt] Vienna—lItalian Defense Minister Salvo Ando 
started an official three-day visit to Austria on Monday 
evening [29 March]. His talks with Defense Minister 
Werner Fasslabend focused on issues concerning Euro- 


pean integration. 


The two ministers also discussed the situation in the 
Balkans and possibilities of closer cooperation between 
the armies of the two countries. 


As became known in the Defense Ministry on Tuesday 
[30 March], a basic agreement was signed in this respect. 
According to a spokesman of the Austrian Defense 
Ministry, Ando’s visit is to demonstrate the excellent 
relations at the military level between Austria and Italy. 


[passage omitted] 


Austria Tightens Embargo Against Serbia 


AU2703175893 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
27-28 Mar 93 p I 


[“sy” report: “Austria Tightens Embargo Regulations] 


[Text] Vienna—The National Bank is trying to close 
another loophole in the embargo against the FRY. It has 

















FBIS-WEU-93-061 
1 April 1993 


frozen the private accounts of Serbs and Montenegrins. 
So far, only business accounts have been frozen. This 
measure is supposed to prevent the financing of deals via 
private accounts. It applies exclusively to account 
holders who have their official residence in the FRY. 


People with local work permits and who live in Austria 
are considered residents and may continue to withdraw 
their money. 


By tightening the embargo, Vienna is reacting to the 
criticism by a U.S. delegation, which pointed to loop- 
holes during a visit to Austria two weeks ago. Tightening 
the foreign trade law is also planned. Furthermore, an 
embargo law is currently being worked out. 


Slovenia’s Peterle Attends Nationalism 
Symposium 

AU2803 184793 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
27-28 Mar 93 p 2 


[““ef” report: “Central Europe Is Called Upon to Act”) 


[Text] Krems—The Central European states, such as 
Austria and Hungary, now have the task “to help Croatia 
with making peace, to take care of its territorial integrity, 
and to accept it into Central Europe, where it belongs 
because of most of its qualities.” This was stated by 
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Slovene Foreign Minister Lojze Peterle at a two-day 
symposium on nationalism which began in Krems on 26 
March. 


Peterle also called on Central Europe to “reestablish 
peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina and to establish a legiti- 
mate sovereign homeland for the Bosnian Muslims 
there.” Austria and Hungary already are giving Slovenia 
and Croatia the most assistance on the path toward 
sovereignty. 


In the Central European core area, to which Slovenia 
also belongs, the problems of national minorities have 
been practically solved, said the Christian Democratic 
politician. There are also signs that the issue of the 
Carinthian Slovenes will be “solved in line with the 
highest European standard.” 


The situation in the Balkans is different, where the 
“extremely conservative nationalism of the leading Ser- 
bian nation” has prevented democratic national eman- 
cipation and has lead to the most terrible atrocities since 
the Thirty Years War. The Belgrade program for unifi- 
cation of all Serbs in one state is an anachronism, since 
in Western Europe most peoples live in different coun- 
tries. The Germans, for instance, live in three. 


The symposium is also being attended by ex-CSFR 
Prime Minister Petr Pithart and former Slovak Foreign 
Minister Milan Knazko. 
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Belgium 


Maystadt Warns Against Protectionist Policies 


BR3103142893 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 31 Mar 93 p 15 


{Unattributed article: “Finance Minister Maystadt 
Speaks Out Against Protectionism”’] 

[Text] Hamburg—‘“I am concerned about the return of 
protectionist views in Europe and in the United States. 
Politicians are using them as election slogans: They 
claim that a trade war is being prepared, but economic 
history has learned that such a war has only losers, and 
no winners.” This was stated by Finance Minister Philip 
Maystadt at the annual meeting of the Inter-American 
Development Bank yesterday [30 March]. 


Maystadt made a strong plea for free trade and against 
protectionism, which is reemerging everywhere. The 
industrialized countries should open up their markets for 
Third World products, he said. A recent World Bank 
report revealed that the protectionist measures taken by 
industrialized countries are costing the developing coun- 
tries double of what they get in official aid, because of 
lost export income. One of the main development con- 
tributions by industrialized countries therefore could be 
the lifting of trade barriers. 

“In this respect, I deeply regret the European Commis- 
sion’s decision on the banana issue,”” Maystadt said. He 
called to mind that Belgium voted against the decision. 


The Possibility of exporting to rich countries without 
restrictions is an essential factor in the decision to invest 
in a poorer country. The elimination of protectionism 
therefore is a prior condition if one wants to create a 
sufficient financial flow toward developing countries, 
Maystadt argued. 


According to Maystadt, the support provided by an 
organization such as the Inter-American Development 
Bank is of invaluable significance for the diversification 
efforts of its member states. Diversification should con- 
tribute to the integration of the developing countries in 
international trade, and at the same time help to avoid 
bilateral frictions in a specific sector. 

Maystadt spoke highly of the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank, but pointed out that in the dialogue with the 
governments of its member states it should lay more 
emphasis on the social dimension of development and 
on reducing poverty. 


National Bank To Sell Gold Coins To Fund EC 
Presidency 


BR2603133893 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 26 Mar 93 p I 


[Article by Christophe Lamfalussy: “Belgian Presidency 
Already Well Under Way—But Money Is Scarce: Gold 
Coins To Be Sold”’] 
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[Text] The current government crisis has sidelined the 
preparations for Belgium’s EC Presidency. Nevertheless, 
the preparations already are so far advanced, according 
to those working on them, that the Belgian presidency 
should not suffer too much unless, of course, elections 
would begin to loom on the horizon. 


With just three months before Belgium takes over the 
presitency (which will begin on | July and finish at the 
end Hecember), the Foreign Ministry already has 
compk . the main work in preparation for assuming 
the presidency. Diplomats have been recalled from 
abroad and touch-up work has begun on the Egmont 
Palace in Brussels, where the European Council will 
meet on 10 and 11 December. 


The Belgian Government has been preparing for this for 
almost a year now. Bearing in mind Denmark’s “No” 
and Britain's possible “Yes” to Maastricht, the Belgian 
presidency is deemed “crucial” by the other member 
states. It also will be a very busy time for the Foreign 
Ministry: Belgium will represent the EC at the G-7 
meeting in Tokyo in early July and at the UN General 
Assembly in New York from 20 to 24 September. 


Gold Coins 


So, everything is going well as far as organization is 
concerned, except for one thing: the budget. The con- 
clave at Val Duchesse Castle was supposed to have 
decided on the monies to be allocated to the various 
ministries. It already had reached an agreement in prin- 
ciple when the government fell, but the budget squeeze is 
tight indeed. We are working with enormous 
restraints,” sighed a member of Foreign Minister Willy 
Claes’ staff. 


In concrete terms, 31.9 million Belgian francs [BFr] will 
be earmarked for the Gendarmerie, BFr38.1 million for 
the national security police force, BFr14 million for the 
regular police force, and BFr35 million for the meetings 
of justice ministers. 


The budget austerity award goes to the Foreign Ministry. 
Its BFr250 million budget is a National Bank advance on 
the proceeds from gold coins that it will sell this year. 
The government made this decision on 2 August, but it 
had to resort to this budgetary sleight of hand to pay for 
the presidency. “Standard procedure” is what they call it 
at the National Bank. The Edinburgh summit alone was 
said to have cost Great Britain BFr360 million. 


Luxembourg 
Major Steel Producer Arbed Reports ‘Plummeting’ 


BR3003111293 Brussels LE SOIR in French 27-28 Mar 
93 p 5 


[Unattributed article: “3.3 Billion Luxembourg Franc 
Loss For Arbed—Societe Generale Subsidiary Plunges 
Into the Red’”™*} 
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[Text] The causes of the European steel industry crisis 
are well known: falling prices, recession, and East Euro- 
pean competition. Sales are plummeting and losses are 
piling up. The latest victim of the crisis is the European 
Community’s fifth largest steel producer, the Luxem- 
bourg group Arbed, in which ‘ie Belgian Societe Gen- 
erale holds a 25.6-percent stake. 


Yesterday, Arbed announced a 1992 consolidated loss 
for the entire group of 3.3 billion Luxembourg francs 
[LFr], following profits of LFr6 billion in 1991. The 
group’s consolidated sales were LFr188.5 billion com- 
pared to LFr1 98.2 billion in 1991, a drop of 4.9 percent. 


The loss (group share) was LFr2.9 billion Luxembourg 
francs for the 1992 fiscal year, compared to profits of 
LFr4.3 billion for the previous year. 


Steel production by Arbed companies amounted to 7.1 
million tonnes in 1992, a 12.8-percent drop compared 
with 1991. Consolidated equity capital reduced from 
LFr99.4 billion to LFr94.8 billion at the end of 1992, 
with the group share now amounting to LFr62.8 billion 
compared to LFr66.3 billion at the end of 1991. For the 
parent company, Arbed S.A., 1992's loss was LFr2.437 
billion compared to a loss of LFr682 million in 1991. 
Cash flow was only LFr561 million compared to LFr2.9 
billion in 1991. 


The company also announced that steel production 
dropped 9.2 percent compared with the previous fiscal 
year, and currently totals 3.1 million tonnes, while 3.2 
million tonnes of rolled steel left the plants, a drop of 7.4 
percent. Net sales ex-works were LFr39.5 billion com- 
pared to LFr46.4 billion in 1991. 


Yesterday, Arbed shares were down 2.8 percent on the 
Brussels stock exchange. 


Netherlands 
Editorial Says Christopher ‘Juggling With 
Extremes’ 


PM3103140693 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 23 Mar 93 p 9 


[Editorial: “The Speech in Chicago”) 


[Text] In Chicago yesterday [22 March] Warren M. 
Christopher, the U.S. Secretary of State, made a bid for 
a place in history. In a noteworthy speech he sketched 
Yeltsin’s poor prospects, the possibility of a second Cold 
War if the Russian president is defeated, and the need to 
avoid this by digging deeply into the purses of the rich 
countries. The secretary of state, who until yesterday had 
certainly not done anything to alter his reputation as an 
expert but somewhat colorless diplomat, seemed some- 
what unexpectedly to want to emerge as a statesman of 
bold ideas which speak to the imagination. The name of 
Marshall, his illustrious predecessor who helped the 
devastated and impoverished Europe back to its feet, 
comes to mind. And also the name of Churchill when he 
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drew his American hosts’ attention to the Iron Curtain 
running through this same Europe. 


The speech is even more striking because hitherto Chris- 
topher has handled the problems in the world and those 
who cause them with kid gloves. The secretary of state 
was given the task of piloting an inexperienced President 
with a full domestic agenda through the rugged moun- 
tain landscape of international politics in one piece. On 
closer inspection this task proved to be less daunting 
because during the election campaign Clinton's prede- 
cessor, Bush, had avoided new international commit- 
ments as far as possible. America’s most recent maneu- 
vers on the crises in Yugoslavia and Haiti have been 
characteristic of the caution with which the Clinton team 
has distanced itself from its overconfident words during 
election year. 


Christopher's sudden metamorphosis deserves a 
reserved response—a reserve for which there is even 
greater reason, given the tension between the pessimism 
of the diagnosis, predicting a new nuclear winter, and the 
optimism of the medication: If only the West has the 
will, much if not everything is possible. No one will want 
to deny that President Yeltsin finds himself in a perilous 
position and that his departure fi ui the scene would 
give mse to great uncertainty. But by assuming in 
advance that any subsequent developments in Moscow 
could not be influenced in any way, the U.S. secretary of 
state leaves himself extremely vulnerable to critricism. 
As a result his diplomacy threatens to degenerate into a 
race between all or nothing. 


In his day Churchill looked the real world in the eye. 
Marshall came up with a viable and productive solution. 
But the seemingly composed Christopher is juggling with 
extremes. His President deserves better advice. 


NIB Industrial Policy Role Seen ‘Crucial’ 


93EN0285A Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 19 Mar 93 p 16 


[Article by Wabe van Enk: “NIB Crucial in Industrial 
Policy”) 


[Text] Rotterasm, 19 Mar—Observing the government 
deal with the industries it created leaves one with almost 
no other choice than to conclude that there is much ado 
about nothing here. The government did not have the 
money to guarantee Fokker’s (temporary) independent 
existence or to keep DAF [Van Doorne’s Automobile 
Factory] out of the hands of the receivers. At Philips in 
Einhoven and at Hoogovens in Ijmuiden they will be 
hoping against hope for a change in mentality at The 
Hague. This week, Prof. Dr. M.J.L. Jonkhart, president 
and manager of the National Investment Bank (NIB), 
spoke about the chances of that happening and about the 
direction of industrial policy during the presentation of 
the NIB’s annual report. 


The NIB—the majority interest of which is held by the 
state—plays a crucial role in deciding whether or not 
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companies will be rescued; this is particularly true since 
all the large banks, by way of the directors, have a say in 
NIB affairs. “In recent times it has once again becorne 
apparent that the government cannot do without our 
assessments. In essence, the NIB belongs a little bi: to 
everyone and that is a fine role,” Jonkhart said, though 
without any trace of gloating. His statements revealed 
that the NIB also frequently makes its assessments 
available to companies that have to make hard choices. 


For that matter, the NIB is itself the product of a clear 


choice—namely, for government disengagement. The 
ties between the government and the NIB have become 


increasingly loose. Formerly, the NIB was first and 
foremost the provider of government-backed loans, but 
now the loans have progressively declined in size while 
its own activities have grown. Government teed 
loans are now only a small part of the bank's business. 
The NIB is now oriented primarily towards long-term 
financing, consulting, and supplying veniure capital. 
This clear choice has turned out well. By its own efforts, 
the NIB has shown profits for |! years and Jonkhart 
expects this year to be the 12th. The bank earns a high 
rating in the area of credit-worthiness (AA + in technical 
terms) thanks to its large net worth (10.5 percent of its 
balance sheet total) and is exceptional in its 3:1 asset- 
to-expenditure ratio—twice as good as an ABN 
[Algemene Bank Nederland] or Amro [Amsterdam- 
Rotterdam Bank], for example. 


Yet the NIB continues to concern itself expressly with 
Dutch industrial policy. Jonkhart finds that there is 
renewed interest in industry in our country. “It is real! 
too bad that this interest does not arise until a number of 
larger and smaller companies are not doing too well,” he 
notes pointedly. He has investigated how poorly things 
are going: Optimism on the part of 250 mid-sized and 
larger companies in regard to such matters as profits and 
outstanding orders has not been this low in the past 10 
years. 


Jonkhart believes that the current increased attention to 
industry comes, in fact, too late. “Energetic steps should 
be taken in good times to develop industry. The so-called 
rescuing of businesses in trouble is putting the cart 
before the horse.” According to him, that does not mean 
that the government should now stand idly by and 
watch. “In less prosperous times, the government should 
come to the aid of private parties with venture capital on 
condition that there are business management reasons 
for keeping such a company in operation.” 


That should not prevent the government from simulta- 
neously strengthening the structure of the economy, 
according to Jonkhart. Without permitting the govern- 
ment’s budget deficit to grow, he wants to effect bud- 
getary shifts in emphasis to benefit trade and industry, 
technological development, and the infrastructure. “The 
big question is whether we are prepared to go beyond the 
mere enunciation of policy principles. Put your money 
where your mouth is,” in Jonkhart’s words. Apart from 
all else, Jonkhart knows well from experience the answer 
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to his big question: “I have observed that the govern- 
ment cannot find money in the budget to keep businesses 
in operation. The money necessary for this purpose must 
be saved on other activities and many more people—in 
this case, the voters—are noticing it directly.” 


He does not harbor any illusions about improving the 
economic structure. “When I see what the politicians 
want to spend the proceeds from the planned public sale 
of PTT [Post, Telegraph, and Telephone System] stock 
on—no investments are being made with that money. it 
is really going for salaries—then | think: Go ahead and 
take care of it yourselves.” 


Jonkhart announced that work would continue at his 
own bank on projects involving possibly even foreign 
acquisitions of the portfolios of distressed banks and 
private companies. In this way, the NIB can continue on 
its triumphal march while in Eindhoven and Ijmuiden 
concern Over normal business operations is growing. 


ee SERRE CED TOS Sue See 


BR2603 140193 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 26 Mar 93 p 13 


{[Unattributed report: “Fokker Severely Cuts Staff— 
1,800 Compulsory Redundancies™] 


[Text] In line with general expectations, the Netherlands 
aircrafi manufacturer Fokker intends to cut over 2,000 
jobs. The measure is the company’s response to a drop in 
demand, which will result in drastic cuts the produc- 
tion of F-50’s and F-100's over the next few years. At 
present, Fokker employs roughly | 2.000 peopie. 


Fokker will slash a total of 2,188 jobs, only a few of them 
through attrition, this year. No less than 1.789 workers 
will be forced to leave the company. The hardest-nit area 
will be aircraft production at Schiphol, where 810 
workers will be dismissed. Cuts also will be made among 
administrative staff, with 170 job losses at the com- 
pany’s headquarters in Amsterdam South East. Further- 
more, 459 jobs will disappear in Drechtsteden, 127 in 
Woensdrecht, and 223 at the Ypenburg plant. 


The personnel were notified of the decision on 
Thursday. This wave of layoffs is the largest in the 
company 5 nearly 75-year history and confirms the fears 
of Netherlands trade unions that there would be between 
1,000 and 3,000 layoffs. Cuts are necessary because of 
the drop in production of F-100's (from 59 to 40) and F- 
50's (27 to 20). The resulting drop in cost will be 270 
million guilders. The measure will save 200 million 
guilders in salary costs. 


Prognosis 


Worse still, there is little prospect of improvement in the 
market. According to company spokesman Bart van 
Veen, there will be no recovery in the aircraft manufac- 
turing sector until mid-1995. The recession in the light 








and the 100-seater F-100 jet. The Netheriands company 
intends to market a compact version of the F-100, the 
F-70, soon. 


: 
| 
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Foreign Office Says Policy Toward Iraq important than the personality of its leader, if, under 
‘Unchanged’ Saddam, Iraq complies with United Nations resolutions, 


LD3103173493 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1541 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Report by Sarah Womack, PRESS ASSOCIATION 
lobby correspondent] 


[Excerpts] The government today dismissed reports of a 
change in policy towards Iraq and insisted sanctions 
would remain in place while Saddam Husayn was in 
power. 


oP move followed newspaper claims 
that British officials had distanced themselves from the 
prime minister's 1991 commitment to maintain sanc- 
uons until Saddam leaves office. 


Saddam's rule and sanctions no longer applied. [passage 
omitted] 

Clearly irritated by the reports, a Foreign Office 
spokesman said he wanted to “emphasise once more that 
British policy towards Iraq remains unchanged”. 

He told reporters at a news briefing: “The existing 
sanctions... will be maintained until Iraq has complied 


fully and unconditionally with all the requirements of 
the relevant (UN) Security Council resolutions.” 


Iraq had so far fallen “far short” of requirements, he 
said. It had failed to provide full disclosure of weapons 
of mass destruction and ballistic missiles, failed to return 
looted Kuwaiti property or pay nes ges for 
damage caused, and failed to acknowledge the indepen- 


The spokesman also referred to the “unjustified deten- 
tion” in Baghdad of Britons Paul Ride and Michael 
Wainwright, “whose immediate release we continue to 
demand”, and continuing repression in Southern Iraq. 


Shift in Policy on Iraq Viewed as ‘Disturbing’ 
PM3103105493 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 31 Mar 93 p20 


[Editorial: “Keep it Personal”] 


[Text] There are two implications to be drawn from the 
slight shift in Anglo-American policy towards Iraq, and 
both are disturbing. By making the lifting of economic 
sanctions no longer contingent on the removal of 
Saddam Husayn from power, the two governments are 
ostensibly “de-personalising” a relationship inherited 
man who thwarted Iraq's bid to seize the oil 
wealth of the Middle East. President Bush, whose con- 


then there is no reason why sanctions cannot be lifted. 


To many people the change of emphasis will seem 
sensible. Saddam is here to stay, they will argue, and the 
sooner the West stops indulging in fantasies about his 
imminent fall and learns to live with him, the better. 
What is more, they will add, the removal of the personal 
element from Anglo-American policy towards Iraq may 
induce its president to te more accommodating. 


Both these arguments are flawed, however, because they 
misread the nature of the regime in Baghdad. This is not 
some grey bureaucracy of the kind that until recently 
oppressed Eastern Europe. It is an intensely personalised 
regime revolving around Saddam and his al-Takriti clan. 


President Bush's natural revulsion against the person of 
his arch-enemy was, in fact, well founded. It recognised 
that, in Saddam, the West was confronted by a pro- 
foundly evil figure with whom it was impossible to 
compromise. Rather than inducing the Iraqi leader to 
make concessions, President Clinton's policy is liable to 

confirm Saddam's belief that the Western democracies 
have no stomach for his long-terr” containment. They 
should not be surprised if further provocations, probably 
in the form of attacks against the Kurds and Shi'ites, 
soon follow. 


The second implication of the policy shift is that Wash- 
ington and London are sinking back into the old trap of 
propping up one rotten regime simply as a counterweight 
to another. In the 1980s, the West's concern with the 
revolutionary potential of Iran led to its arming Iraq, 
with disastrous consequences. To embark upon a similar 
exercise in the face of Iran's growing strength in the 
1990s would be the height of folly. Supporting evil 
regimes in order to achieve a balance of power leads to 
the legitimisation of monsters. 


The West's treatment of Iraq should remain as restrictive 
as ever. An equally firm stand should be taken against 
Iran's revolutionary meddling in the affairs of other 
countries and its attempts to become a nuclear power. 
So-called Realpolitik is a poor substitute for a policy 
based on principle. 


Ee eee Sane ae EET 


NC0104073293 Cairo Arab Republic of Egypt Radio 
Network in Arabic 0500 GMT 1 Apr 93 


[Text] [Egyptian] President Husni Mubarak will meet in 
London today with UK Prime Minister John Major over 
a luncheon banquet hosted by the UK prime minister in 
honor of the president. 


President Mubarak received UK Foreign Secretary Dou- 
glas Hurd last night. Foreign Minister ‘Amr Musa, Dr. 
Usamah al-Baz, first under secretary at the Foreign 
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Ministry and director of the President's Office for Polit- 
ical Affair, and Dr. Muhammad Shakir, Egypt's ambas- 
sador to London, attended the meeting. 


Following the session, Secretary Hurd said that the talks 
with President Mubarak were very good. Arab-Israeli 
peace issues and the Western-Libyan crisis were dis- 
cussed, Hurd disclosed, adding: We provide Egypt with 
every possible assistance in the economic domain. 


Concerning the peace process, Hurd said that UK offi- 
cials are in touch with the Palestinians and the Israeli 


Government, that he discussed that issue with 
the U.S. secretary of state in Washington. 


Rifkind Views Military Intervention in Bosnia 


LD3103161693 London BBC Television Network in 
English 2230 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[luterview with British Defense Secretary Malcolm Rif- 
kind, by presenter Francine Stock in London, 30 March; 
from the “Newsnight” program—live] 

[Text] [Stock] If it is necessary to use some kind of 
military intervention to get humanitarian aid through 
then you should do it. Would you agree with that? 
[Rifkind] Well of course, that is why the military are 
there. They have intervened in the sense that we have 
large numbers of UN forces, both British and from other 
countries, who have been escorting the food convoys, 
and who have done so extraordinarily successfully; the 
reality is that the predictions last November of massive 
starvation in Bosnia, of hundreds of thousands of people 
dying, which was the prediction, has not happened, and 
part of the reason for that has been the superb work done 
by the UN humanitarian activities supported by the 
military escorts. 

[Stock] But if the two functions, that of the peacekeeping 
and the humanitarian aid, are or will become increas- 
ingly blurred as you said in your speech this evening, 
how is it possible to do the one without the other? 
[Rifkind] I think at the moment we are talking about a 
humanitarian contribution, there is not a peacekeeping 
role because sadly there is not a peace to keep. The 
peacekeeping function will become very much a question 
that needs to be addressed, if there is indeed an agree- 
ment on the Vance-Owen plan; if the three parties sign 
that agreement, not only sign it but clearly willing to 
observe it; if the fighting stops; if there is a peace to keep, 
then, of course, the UN could have a much wider role 
and that is something then which wou‘d have to be 
reconciled with the purely humanitarian mission. 
[Stock] So are you saying then, Mr. Rifkind, that we 
would take part in that wider role? 

[Rifkind] We will have to address, as will every other UN 
member, or potential contributor, what has actually 
changed on the ground. I think there are a number of 
points that would have to be addressed. First of all, sadly 
we have seen in the past that it is easier to sign agree- 
ments than to respect them; so one would have to see. 
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Was there a qualitative change? Had the guns largely 
stopped firing? Was the UN there to keep a peace that 
had been achieved or was it still being expected, essen- 
tially to have a combat role? We are not interested in a 
combat role, but if there is a peace to be kept it becomes 
more similar to other UN operations that have taken 
place around the world. 


[Stock] But how can you be sure with any of these 
ventures that you actually really do know what the 
outcome is going to be? 

[Rifkind] Well, you are absolutely right. Of course, you 
cannot be absolutely certain, but remember if there is an 
agreement signed, if there is a peace treaty signed, the 
UN, even if it wanted to, cannot deploy thousands of 
people there overnight. The mere act of getting people 
there takes a little time and during that period of time we 
would be able to assess whether the situation had really 
improved. We at the moment have two-and-a-half thou- 
sand British soldiers in Bosnia; they will be reporting 
what is actually happening on the ground, in the areas 
that they are covering, as will the French, as will the 
Spanish and other countries currently in Bosnia. 


[Stock] You talked also in your speech this evening about 
finding a new wider role for NATO after the end of the 
Cold War, and you say that NATO should be concerned 
with the general stability in Europe. Now how do you 
reconcile this with what we see now in Bosnia, which 
presumably being on the frontiers of Europe, is a threat 
io the general stability of Europe? 

{Rifkind} Well, we do not talk about NATO acquiring an 
alternative role as it were, implying that it’s [NATO's] 
traditional role was no longer relevant. NATO remains 
fundamental to our security; no one can predict the 
long-term future of Russia as a nuclear superpower, 
particularly at the moment with the uncertainty affecting 
President Yeltsin. But we know now that the threat of 
the cold war is over and, therefore, it is right and proper 
for these very expensive NATO assets to be used where 
they can make a good contribution toward the security 
and well-being and stability of Europe. Clearly at the 
present time if there was a peacekeeping situation rele- 
vant to the United Nations, then it is likely they would 
look to NATO to act on the UN's behalf to try and 
deliver a settlement in that situation that would be 
beneficial to the stability of Europe as a whole. But 
whether that could be done is a very difficult question. | 
do not think we should jump to conclusions because it 
will depend, not just on a will on the part of NATO, on 
whether on the ground in Bosnia those who have been 
killing each other in vast numbers over the last couple of 
years are prepared to put the guns aside and work for a 
peaceful settlement. [sentence as heard] 


[Stock] Some people looking at your speech this evening 
might think that it indicated a new kind of indifference 
toward the plight of those in certain areas of the world 
where there is suffering. 

[Rifkind] Not the slightest, but you know you do no one 
a good service by implying that there is a military 
solution when in fact there is not. Most people who have 
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looked at this in any detail at all, including the UN 
themselves, have come to the conclusion that there is not 
a straightforward military solution; you cannot just send 
in an army and tell them to sort it out because we are not 
dealing with an invading army in Bosnia that can be sent 
back where it came from, as could the lraqi's in Kuwait 
or the Argentinians in the Falkland Islands. We are 
talking about three sections of the Bosnian population. 
They are all Bosnians; they all live in Bosnia; they are 
fighting each other and therefore the military can assist. 
But at the end of the day there has to be a political 
solution if there is to be peace in Bosnia. 


[Stock] But you heard just now, you heard Larry Holling- 
worth talking about the frustration of trying to carry out 
a humanitarian mission, while at the same time what you 
really need was some kind of military reinforcement. Are 
you content that in Bosnia one sculd just continue with 
this purely humanitarian presence oni the British side? 
[Rifkind] Well, we can only carry out a humanitarian 
role unless there is a genuine peace settlement. I mean, if 
Owen-Vance succeeds and there is a clear desire on the 
part of the people of Bosnia actually to open up a new 
chapter in their history and they then need assistance 
from the United Nations to help achieve that result, then 
there may indeed be a contribution that the United 
Nations could make. 


[Stock] And if the Owen-Vance plan does not succeed, 
what happens then? 

[Rifkind] Well, that implies that the parties to that 
dispute are not prepared to do other than fight each 
other and kill each other, and for the UN then to send in 
a military force in a combat role would simply mean that 
instead of three parties fighting each other, there would 
be four. The UN itself would become a target, would be 
seen as an enemy by one or more of sides, and that would 
frankly be of little benefit to the cause of peace and 
stability in Bosnia. 

[Stock] Malcolm Rifkind, thank you very much. 


RAF Ready To Help Police Bosnian No-Fly Zone 


LD0103082693 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0801 GMT I Apr 93 


[Report by Finlay Marshall and James Hardy, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] The RAF, which today celebrates its 75th anni- 
versary, is ready to help police the Bosnian no-fly zone 
today. 


Sir Michael Graydon, chief of the air staff, said today the 
RAF was ready to do its part in enforcing the latest 
United Nations resolution authorising the use of force to 
ensure no aircraft flew over Bosnia. 


Sir Michael said at RAF Marham, Norfolk: “It is early 
days yet. [sentence as received] The government is 
clearly going to consult with its allies but the beauty of 
air power is it can get wherever you want it and go there 
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very quickly indeed because aircraft can be there in a 
very short time. "We are ready as we have always been 
ready through our history.” 


The RAF is likely to send Tornado F3 fighters if it is 
called into the region. At p-esent the RAF has one 
Hercules transport flying into Sarajevo three times a day 
from: Ancona, Italy. In addition two early warning air- 
craft are operating from Aviano, north of Trieste, also in 
Italy. 

These aircraft fly in Hungarian airspace looking into 
Bosnia with their powerful radars to detect breaches of 
the no-fly zone. Nimrod maritime reconnaissance from 
Kinloss, Scotland, are involved in watching the Adriatic 
Sea for shipping movements. 


Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown told Radio 4's 
Today programme the UN vote was welcome but 
“appallingly late”. 

But a senior Tory MP [Member of Parliament] warned 
of the dangers to British forces if they become further 
embroiled in the conflict in former Yugoslavia. Ex- 
minister Peter Viggers told the same programme: “There 
is a very grave risk that British troops could be put at 
peril because the local former Yugoslavian troops—the 
Serbs, the Croats, the Muslims—might perceive us as 
having taken sides.” 


Commons Proceedings on Maastricht ‘Thrown 
Into Confusion’ 


PM3103104293 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 31 Mar 93, pp 1,2 


{George Jones report: “New Confusion Over Maas- 
tricht”] 

[Text] Commons proceedings on the Maastricht Treaty 
were thrown into confusion last night after Labour MPs 
{members of Parliament] claimed to have outflanked the 
Government's lawyers and placed a “ticking timebomb”™ 
under the ratification process. 


The long-running Maastricht saga took an unexpected 
twist with a ruling that MPs could mount a new chal- 
lenge to Britain's opt-out on the Social Chapter on 
working conditions and hours, threatening further delay 
before the treaty is approved. 


But the Tory Euro-rebels received a setback when Mr. 
Michael Morris, the deputy Speaker, announced MPs 
would no longer have a chance either to debate or vote 
on Labour's Amendment 27 designed to reverse the 
Social Chapter opt-out. 


His decision removed the likelihood of an early embar- 
rassing Cefeat for the Government while holding out the 
prospect of the arguments over the treaty running on 
beyond the time when the Maastricht Bill has passed 
through both Houses of Parliament and received Royal 
Assent, probably in the autumn. 
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There was a further blow for the rebels when the Gov- 
ernment narrowly won a vote to continue debate through 
the night on the Bill. 


Government whips took a gambie that they could muster 
enough votes to defeat the rebels. With 19 Liberal 
Democrat MPs backing the Government, a motion to 
a ney a eee 


As MPs began the 19th day of debate on the Bill, Mr. 
Morris announced there would be a vote on New Clause 
75, tabled by two Labour lawyers, Mr. Stephen Byers 
(Wallsend) and Mr. Geoffrey Hoon (Ashfield), which 
states that ratification cannot go ahead until there has 
been a separate vote on the incorporation of the Social 
Chapter after the Bill has become law. 


Mr. Morris's ruling caught MPs and ministers by sur- 
eS ee ae eee 
Westminster over its implications. The immediate view 
was that it could put another hurdle in the way of 
ratification of the treaty—although the Tory Euro-rebels 
were far from certain whether they would support it. 


Mr. George Robertson, Labour's European spokesman, 
described New Clause 75—which will be debated after 
Easter—as a “killer amendment”. 


He said the requirement for a separate debate and vote 
on the Social Chapter -’2s a timebomb ticking away 
under the Bill. 


The new clause states: “No power transferred by this Act 
from the UK to European institutions shall be so trans- 
ferred unless and until the House of Commons has had 
an Opportunity to vote on a motion tabled by a minister 
of the Crown relating to the incorporation or otherwise 
of the UK into the Agreement annexed to the Protocol 
on Social Policy.” 
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The new confusion was a blow for Mr Major, who had 
hoped that last week's all-night sitting on the Bill meant 
that the ratification process had gained new momentum. 


The danger for the Government is that the Social 
Chapter is the one issue on which it faces almost certain 
defeat at the hands of a coalition of Labour, Liberal 
Democrats and Tory Euro-rebels. 


Last month, the Government surprised MPs by reversing 
its earlier legal advice that a parliamentary defeat on 
Amendment 27 would prevent ratification of the Treaty. 


According to fresh advice from the Government law 
officers, incorporation of the opt-out in British law was 
not necessary for ratification to go ahead. 


But defeat for the Government would have been highly 
embarrassing. 
Over the past month, Labour's legal experts have also 


worked hard to come up with a new amendment which 
the Government could not dismiss so easily. 


Anti-Europeans on both sides of the Commons were 
furious that they would be denied a vote on Amendmeni 
27, which they regarded as their best chance of defeating 
the Government. 


There were angry exchanges in the Commons when Mr 
Morris announced that there would not be a vote. Mr 
Dennis Skinner, the Left-wing MP for Bolsover, said he 
“smelt a rat" —alleging collusion between the Commons 
authorities and the Government front bench, a charge 
denied by ministers. 

Mr Morris later promised MPs that he would reconsider 
their demands for a separate vote on Amendment 27. 


Tury Euro-rebels last night convened an emergency 
meeting to discuss the new ruling amid clear indications 
that they were undecided how to respond to the Labour 
new clause. One of their ringleaders, Mr Roger Knapman 
(Stroud) said: “We do not want the social chapter 
incorporated. | cannot think any of us would be tempted 
to vote for it.” 


But Sir Teddy Taylor (Southend East) indicated the Tory 
rebels would be prepared to vote for the new clause—and 
oppose the Government—only if it was certain to wreck 
the treaty. 
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Engholm Discusses Political Goals, AWACS 


AU0104104593 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 2015 GMT 31 Mar 93 


{Interview with Bjoern Engholm, SPD chairman and 
minister-president of Schleswig-Holstein, by journalists 
Klaus Bresser and Klaus-Peter Siegloch, and FRG 
Women's Affairs Minister and CDU Deputy Chair- 
woman Angela Merkel in Kiel on the “What Now, Mr. 
Enghoim” program; date not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Bresser] What now, Mr. Engholm? Regard- 
less of what has happensd over the past few weeks and 
what happens in the future, do you want to become FRG 


[Engholm] The answer is yes. 
[Bresser] You have never been so explicit about it. 
{Engholm] I have never been asked so explicitly. 


[Bresser] | do not know. So far, you have always made 
rather restrained statements—what must be must be— 
and, at best, called yourself a candidate for the candi- 
oe cae Cemeee wee Ser nay Smee 


[Engholm] No, no, it has always existed. In the past you 
asked me whether | wanted to be a candidate and 
whether I liked being a candidate. The answer to that is 
Clearly no. Being a candidate is not much fun. The 
responsibility and the great challenge lie in being chan- 


[Bresser] What are the consequences, Mr. Engholm. Will 

you give up your job as minister-president here early and 

go to Bonn for the duel with Helmut Kohl? 

Engholm] | will certainly not go to Bonn on the last day. 
will move from here to Bonn at the beginning of the 

election campaign next year, whenever that will be, and 

will then give up my job early. 

[Bresser} Could you be a bit more specific? Does it mean 

summer !994? 


{Engholm] I assume that the election campaign will 
begin some time in late summer, and | will be present 
there and take my leave here. 

[Siegloch] And Heide Simonis, your deputy as minister- 
president, might become your successor here in Kiel? 
[Engholm] There is no doubt that Heide Simonis would 


be able to do that, but it will not be my decision—for 
good reasons. 


[Bresser] By the way, Mr. Engholm, if you fail in Bonn, 
will you remain in Bonn as head of the opposition? 


[Engholm] | also intend to do that, unless the election 
result is so disastrous that one would say that it would 
not be a good entry ticket. But 1 do not assume that this 
will be the case. [passage omitted] 
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[Bresser] The UN Security Council may soon decide to 
enforce the no-fly zone over Bosnia by military means. 
Then the Germans will also be called upon to act, namely 
the officers in the AWACS plaaes. Quite apart from the 
government farce in Bonn—one part of the government 
is suing the other—can the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD] stick to its strict no, if the rest of the 
world wants to put an end to the killing in Bosnia? 


eons Ais Newy BB 020 Sass Cheam, lee 
you also attended, we have decided to say that we are 
prepared for new ideas in the political and diplomatic 
field, we are prepared to send Blue Helmets, and we can 
make an amendment to the Constitution for this purpose 
already this summer. 


In the context of the United Nations, sending Blue 
Helmets means, in the broadest sense, that one can 
probably master 95 percent of the conflicts or at least try 
to master them. Since the Germans are taking such a 
step—a step beyond the old alliance borders—for the 
first time, it is a very far-reaching matter. Whoever 
wants more should talk to his people, | think, and should 
ask the families whose sons are supposed to do more— 
namely participate in combat mussions—one day. We 
will make an amendment to the Constitution, if the 
others want it—now and immediately. And by doing 
that, we are fulfilling the main demand of the United 
Nations and of many other peace-loving states for our 
participation. \Vhoever wants more in the end should 
say: Give the German east-west integration process time 
first. There are young people, who three years ago were 
on the side of the opponents, who have not even been 
integrated into the new society. Ask the families first, 
and in the end we can decide whether we really want to 
take the ultimate step. 


[Siegloch} Mr. Engholm, you say this helps in many 
cases. However, in the specific case we are discussing 
now and that may have to be decided in German politics 
over the next few weeks, this does not help at all— 
namely regarding German participation in AWA 
flights. 

[Engholm}] The Germans will not withdraw completely. 
The Germans will do their work in the infrastructure as 
ground staff, but they will not be able to man the fire 
control systems in AWACS planes, because these are 
combat missions. 


[Siegloch} And you support this and do not see any 
compromise in this matter? 


[Engholm] I would say that there is no constitutional 
basis for it. 

[Siegloch}] Would you be willing to participate in creating 
such a basis under certain conditions? 


[Engholm] If the German people agree. So far, no one 
has talked to the people, whose sons are the subjects 
our discussion. We are simply — people who 
are sent out into the world and may not come back 


2, 
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yet an integral part of the Bundeswehr 
[passage omitted] 


[Merkel] Mr. Engholm, right at the beginning of this 


candidate and had to explain to Mr. Clinton why the 
SPD says we need time to decide on participation in UN 
missions, we need time to decide whether we will partic- 
ipate in the AWACS flights in Bosnia, why we cannot do 
anything at the moment anyway—how would you 
explain this to Mr. Clinton? Do you think one can 
explain it? 

[Engholm] I would explain it in the same way as I have 
done just now. I would tell Mr. Clinton that we Germans 
are in a special historical situation. 


[Merkel] And Mr. Clinton would tell you.... 


{[Engholm] We have a very problematical history. We 
have a country that is still in the process of growing 
together, and this is also part of the matter. 


{Merkel} Correct. 


{[Engholm] We must ask our families very thoroughly 
once again, in particular the families from the [eastern] 


laender that you represent politically. 
[Merkel] But, Mr. Engholm, how do you want to.... 


[Engholm] And then I would tell Mr. Clinton: In 80 or 90 
percent of the cases where we can do something 
together—and that is peacekeeping measures—we Ger- 
mans can participate as of tomorrow, if the Christian 
Democratic Union is willing to participate in creating a 
constitutional basis for it [words indistinct]. 


{Merkel] But, Mr. Engholm, the SPD has a pending 
lawsuit about the fact that the German ship in the NATO 
unit must not participate in the mission in the Adriatic 
and must not monitor the observance of the arms 
embargo. Do you think that one can explain something 
like anywhere in the world, and we, as Germans, can say 
it is correct? 


[Engholm] Of course. The Scandir.avians understand it 
very well, the Italians, and the Spanish also understand 
it. Everyone understands it. 


{Merkel} No, I think ther. are increasingly fewer.... 


{Engholm] Everyone—I keep talking with them con- 
stantly.... 


[Merkel] Yes, I also talk with them sometimes. They 
have less and less understanding. 


{[Engholm] We need a constitutional basis for it. 
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[Merkel] Yes. And why does the SPD refuse it? 
{Engholm] The SPD does not refuse at all. 
{Merkel] It does. It refuses in exactly those cases.... 


[Engholm] It has presented a far-reaching motion on the 
topic of Blue Helmets. 


{Merkel} Yes, I know. 


{Engholm] And this covers 95 percent of the cases. Why 
do you not accept that? 


[Merkel] Mr. Engholm, the SPD refuses to act exactly in 
those cases we have now: Somalia, for instance. It is 
refusing in the case of Bosnia. 


[Enghoim] I refuse in those cases where foreign policy is 
reduced to gunboat policy. 


[Merkel] No, that is a gross insinuation. 


{Engholm] You always bring up combat missions as the 
first thing. 


[Merkel] Not at all. 


{Engholm] This is only | percent of foreign policy. 


[Merkel] Dear Mr. Engholm, we bring up those cases tat 
are on the world’s political agenda now, and these cases 
are Bosnia, Somalia, and the protection of the arms 
embargo. I cannot see that we are thinking these cases 
up. I think that policy has to orient itself toward reality. 
Here you say, we need time, we need breathing space, we 


[Engholm] Excuse me, Madam, foreign policy consists of 
the question of our relationship wita black Africa, our 
relationship with Latin America and with the Fa’ East... 


{Merkel} Correct. These are fields in which we agree. 


[Engholm] ... and what kind of (?diplomatic) relations do 
we need. 


[Merkel] However, we increasingly have.... 


[Engholm] At the end of this chain there is the | percent. 
Do not put it at the beginning. If you put it at the end and 
relativize it accordingly, we will be able to make progress 
in this matter one day. 


[Merkel] Mr. Engholm, we cannot put certain things at 
the end. 


[Siegloch] Mr. Engholm, this | percent will certainly give 
rise to exciting discussions over the next few years. Of 
course, we could continue our discussion here for some 
time, but then we will finally exceed our broadcasting 
time. 


Thank you very much, thank you for coming, Mrs. 
Merkel, and have a nice evening. 
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Commentary Criticizes Bonn’s Attitude Toward 
Uruguay Round 

AU0104084693 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Mar 93 p i5 


[“C.K.” commentary: “In All Friendship”) 


[Text] Europe’s weakness in the trade policy tug-of-war 
concerning the Uruguay Round is France’s rejection of 
the European-U.S. agricultural compromise. Brussels 
may complain about Washington’s maneuvering and 
confusing games as much as it likes, but against the 
background of its own failure the complaints are not very 
convincing. The U.S. Administration can certainly 
assume the position that, only as soon as it is sure that 
Europe stands united behind the Uruguay Round, will it 
be worth the trouble to ask Congress to extend the 
negotiating mandate. In these considerations, Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and his behavior toward France play 
a key role. In the United States there arises the question 
whether Kohl thinks that friendship with France means 
that he would be willing to sacrifice the Uruguay Round 
if necessary. What has been heard about that from Bonn 
recently can hardly be interpreted by the American 
interlocutors anymore. On the one hand, Bonn keeps 
insisting that it will be possible to convince the French 
that it is in Europe’s very own interest not to let the 
Uruguay Round fail. On the other hand, the FRG 
Government gives the impression that it does not dare to 
push ahead with the Uruguay Round against resistance. 
In all friendship: The Americans are waiting for that 
now. 


UK’s Hurd Supports Debt Forgiveness for Russia 


LD2903122193 Hamburg DPA in German 1056 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


(Text] Bonn (DPA)—British Foreign Minister Douglas 
Hurd has spoken in favor of a debt forgiveness for Russia 
by the West. A step of this kind is, “to a certain extent,” 
necessary to stabilize the Russian economy and, thus, 
also to secure the political survival of President Boris 
Yeltsin, Hurd said today in a speech at the Konrad- 
Adenauer Foundation in St. Augustin near Bonn. Hurd 
added that he knew a debt forgiveness for Germany is 
particularly difficult because Bonn has made a signifi- 
cantly higher contribution over the last three years than 
any other country. 


If the reform policies in Russia fail, however, then the 
problems there will effect other countries. The people 
will leave their homes and look for a new future in 
Western Europe. Germany is already fighting a wave of 
immigrants from the East: “If we do nothing, then this 
wave could become a flood and swamp the whole of 


Europe.” 

According to Hurd, it will also be thanks to the construc- 
tive role of Russia if a negotiated solution is reached in 
Bosnia. In addition to the NATO units, Russian units 





FBIS-WEU-93-061 
1 April 1993 


could also be part of the peace troops that will then be 
stationed there, in London’s opinion. 


Egypt’s Mubarak, "Amr Musa Discuss Peace 
Process in Bonn 
AU3103 134293 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 31 Mar 93 p 4 


[“C.G.” report: ““Mubarak Canvasses For Support”’] 


[Text] On 30 March, during a visit to Bonn, Egyptian 
President Mubarak canvassed for increased German 
Participation in the Middle East peace efforts and 
Egypt’s support in a period ot transition to an economy 
that is more orientated to private economy and the 
development of the social system. Mubarak had talks 
with President Weizsaecker, Chancellor Kohl, Finance 
Minister Waigel, Development Minister Spranger, and 
SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] Chairman 
Engholm. Mubarak tried to counteract the impression 
that Egypt is being shaken by fundamentalist terrorism. 
The fundamentalists’ propaganda need not give rise to 
fear, Mubarak said during a luncheon that Weizsaecker 
hosted for him. “We are living with the problems in a 
democratic way.” Democracy incurs its price: “But the 
country is under control.” The population is not funda- 
mentalist or xenophobic. In all the talks in Bonn, 
Mubarak complained about the attention that is being 
paid to Islamic fundamentalist attacks aimed at dam- 
aging tourism and the Egyptian economy, which, in his 


Opinion, is exaggerated. 


Egyptian Foreign Minister Muhammad ‘Amr Musa, who 
met with State Secretary Kastrup as Kinkel’s represen- 
iative in the Foreign .dinistry, and the members of the 
Cairo delegation named Iran more or less clearly as the 
source of terrorism. Apparently, it is intended to create 
an Islamic and anti-Western belt of states from Algeria 
(via Libya) and Egypt to Israel's borders by means of 
fundamentalist riots in the Mediterranean countries. In 
the north, instability continues in Lebanon. In the south 
troubled Sudan is an additional, but related threat to 
Egypt, he said. Kastrup first asked "Amr Musa about his 
assessment of Egypt's internal situation, which appar- 
ently caused general anxiety. 


Germany is prepared to participate in the search for 
peace in the Middle East more than before. Weizsaecker, 
who had welcomed Mubarak as an “old, close friend,” 
said that Egypt is not only a mediator, but the driving 
machine of the peace process for the region, which has 
effects on the world. No time is to be lost in the “peaceful 
dialogue.” As a consequence of Egypt's efforts, the 
partners understand: “Now it is time to use the chance.” 
With a view to the new start of the Middle East negoti- 
ations at the end of April, Mubarak said: “This is the last 
train to peace; we must take it.” At a meeting, Syrian 
President al-Asad had told him that “all aspects of 
peace” are desirable for him. Mubarak reported that he 
wants to explain the importance of the Palestinians’ 
involvement in Washington, where he will go from Bonn 
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via London. The United States should use its influence 
on Israel to ensure the personal security of the members 
of the Palestinian delegation, whom the fundamentalists 
threatened ‘o murder. Kohl promised Mubarak to sup- 
port Egypt’s balancing and moderating attitude. 


Kastrup and "Amr Musa talked about Germany’s contri- 
butions to the multilateral peace negotiations. In the 
summer the mixed working group for regional economic 
cooperation will meet in Berlin at the Federal Govern- 
ment’s invitation. [t is supposed to develop the outlines 
of the opening of the borders to trade and the reduction 
of the boycott measures. This is expected to result in the 
improvement of the starting conditions for investments 
by Western European and German enterprises in Israel. 
Spranger promised Mubarak to develop the relief pro- 
gram for vocational training that was started last year. It 
is supposed to mitigate unemployment in Egypt by 
training. The Ministry for Economic Cooperation will 
send experts who are to introduce a more effective 
training system to Egypt. Kohl and Mubarak discussed 
Russia and the Balkans; Kohl reported on his meeting 
with U.S. President Clinton whom the Egyptian is to 
meet as the first Arab head of state. 


Pakistan’s Sharif Meets Egypt’s Mubarak in 


BK3 103145093 Islamabad PTV Television Network in 
English 1400 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] In Bonn today, the prime minister, Mr. 
Mohemmad Nawaz Sharif, and President Husni 
Mubarak of Egypt discussed international situation, 
regional issues, and bilateral relations. During the 
meeting, held in a very cordial atmosphere, the two 
leaders discussed measures to combat the menace of 
terrorism. The minister for interior, Chaudhary Shujat 
Hussain, will soon visit Cairo to hold talks with his 
counterpart in this connection. After the talks, the prime 
minister said Pakistan and Egypt share a common per- 
ception on the issue of terrorism. Mr. Mohammad 
Nawaz Sharif said the Egyptian president has accepted 
his invitation to visit Pakistan. 


Ruehe Statement on Bundeswehr Humanitarian 
Missions 


AU3103142893 Bonn BULLETIN in German Nr. 
25/25 Mar 93 p 216 


[Statement made by FRG Defense Minister Ruehe on 25 
March 1993: “Conclusion of Humanitarian Relief 
Actions for Somalia”} 


[Text] FRG Defense Minister Volker Ruehe made the 
following statement on the occasion of the successful 
conclusion of the humanitarian relief measures of the 
German Luftwaffe in Somalia on 25 March 1993: 


A few days ago, the German Luftwaffe concluded one of 
its most successful humanitazian relief measures. During 
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the past seven months, our planes transported about 
6,000 tonnes of relief goods for the destitute population 
in Somalia. 


This great humanitarian relief achievement is not all. 
Every day, the German Luftwaffe also flies aid for the 
Starving populatior. into Sarajevo with the same risks as 
the allies. In the past few months, German military 
medics have gained worldwide recognition for their 
exemplary mission under difficult conditions. Without 
our military pilots, UN inspections in Iraq would hardly 
be possible. 


The Bundeswehr soldiers prove in these missions: They 
are highly motivated, professionally trained, and are 
already fulfilling part of the Bundeswehr’s new mandate: 
Help in catastrophes, rescue in emergencies, and support 
for humanitarian actions. 


The Bundeswehr’s increased range of tasks prohihits 
anachronistic assessments of the Bundeswehr's opera- 
tional readiness that are still orientated to the categories 
of the Cold War. The new security policy situation in 
Europe requires a new and differentiated consideration 
of the concept of operational readiness. Sweeping judg- 
ments distort the picture. The Bundeswehr’s change in 
situation must be taken into account. In this difficult 
process of change, the forces put up great organizational 
and human performances, both in the east and the west. 
They carry out their professional training—day by day. 


In a difficult time, the Bundeswehr is taking up a 
four-fold challenge: It is being considerably reduced and 
basically restructured, it is further developing its units in 
the east of our country, and it is preparing itself for 
completely new tasks. 


The soldiers of the Bundeswehr have risen to this chal- 
lenge and are coping with the difficult situation of 
change better than other groups in society. Our 
Bundeswehr is entitled to the backing and broad support 
of the population and the politicians. 


We need a new basic consensus on the sense and func- 
tion of our armed forces in politics and in the public. We 
need political and constitutional clarity on the one hand 
and reliable financial prospects on the other. We need a 
society that identifies itself with the Bundeswehr and 
actively supports the new role of the armed forces in a 
changed world. The democratic parties of our country 
are called upon to make the necessary political decisions 
now. We owe this to our soldiers. 


Article Views Military Cooperation With U.S., 
Netherlands 


AU3103140393 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
31 Mar 93 p6 
{[Ruediger Moniac article: “Signal to the Neighbors”’} 


[Text] With the establishment of a mixed major army 
formation on German soil, which was announced by the 
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German and the Dutch defense minister, part of the new 
German security policy after NATO’s reorientation will 
be translated into reality. Germany, whose sovereignty is 
unrestricted after the two-plus-four negotiations, is 
careful not to cause the smallest suspicion on the part of 
its allies and the new neighboring states (freed from the 
Soviet yoke) about “national solo attempts” in foreign 
policy. With the establishment of mixed units, the Fed- 
eral Government also wants to prove its good will for 
multinationality in the extremely sensitive field of mili- 


tary policy. 


Thus, after the announcement of the planned establish- 
ment of a mixed German-Netherlands corps, more will 
follow in the next few weeks. As early as on 22 April, the 
formation of two binational army corps of German and 
U.S. units, one under German and one under American 
leadership, is to be announced. Then a German army 
division will be assigned to the Fifth U.S. Corps in 
Frankfurt on Main (the sole U.S. corps in Germany). In 
the Second German Corps in Ulm the same will be done 
with an US. unit. 


It must not be forgotten that one motive of the German 
side for the establishment of the “Eurocorps” (so far, 
only with German and French contingents) was the 
signal to its neighbors that the Germans had learned the 
lesson of their history: Unlike in former decades of this 
century, they—most of them out of full conviction—are 
prepared for political cooperation, also and above all in 
the planning and organization of armed forces. 


Ruehe Presents Final Bundeswehr Stationing 


LD3103014293 Hamburg DPA in German 1254 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Defense Minister Volker Ruehe 
presented his final stationing plans for west and east 
Germany today. The Defense Ministry announced that 
Olpenitz near Kappeln on the Baltic Sea will remain the 
base for the mine-sweeping fleet. The Federal Armed 
Forces will also retain Bayreuth as a barracks. Following 
the disbandment of tank grenadier battalion 102, an air 
force training battalion will be transferred from Roth/ 
Nuremberg to Bayreuth. Eckernfoerde will be the base 
for the whole submarine fleet. Patrol boats will all be 
transferred to Warnemuende. The destroyer fleet and all 
frigates will be brought together in Wilhelmshaven. Kiel 
port will be scaled down and should stay in a position 
where it can support marine units after the destroyers 
have been removed from service. Oldenburg in Holstein 
will be given up as a barracks. Ruehe stressed that his 
decisions largely conclude the process to adapt the 
stationing of the Armed Forces and army administration 
to the changed framework conditions. 


Schleswig-Holstein: The bases at Elmenhorst, Luebeck, 
Schacht-Audorf, and Wentorf will be closed down. Per- 
sonnel levels will be reduced at nine bases—Appen, 
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Boostedt, Breitenburg, Eutin, Flensburg, Hohenlockst- 
edt, Kiel, Olpenitz, and Oldenburg. Pevsonnel levels will 
be increased at four bases—Eckernfoerde, Heide, Neu- 
muenster, and Rendsburg. 


Hamburg: The Federal Armed Forces logistics college 
will not initially be relocated. Navy duty stations, how- 
ever, will be closed down. 


Bremen: Personnel levels at Armed Forces duty stations 
will be reduced to 1,464. The Army’s supply college will 
be relocated to Garistedt. 


Lower-Saxony: The bases at Brake, Dedelsdorf, and 
Rehden will be closed down. Personnel levels will be cut 
at Celle, Emden, Goslar, Hanover, Oldenburg I.O., and 
Rotenburg/Wuemme. A new German garrison will be 
established at Garlstedt. The army officer training col- 
lege will be transferred from Hanover to Dresden. Per- 
sonnel levels will be increased at Lueneburg, Munster, 
and Bueckeburg. Two only provisionally intended bases 
at Soegel and Visselhoevede will be fixed at a later date. 


North Rhine-Westphalia: The bases in Datteln and 
Enningerloh will be closed. Personnel numbers will be 
reduced in Coesfeld, Erndtebrueck, the Siegen- 
Wittgenstein region, Hamm, Juelich, Moenchenglad- 
bach, Muenster, Waldbroel, Cologne, Lippstadt, Essen, 
and Eschweiler. Holzwickede and Lennestadt wiil be 
retained. Personnel will be increased in Ahlen, Burbach, 
Duelmen, Dusseldorf, Euskirchen, Moehnesee, Rheine, 
Unna, and Augustdorf. 


Rhineland-Palatinate: A new base will be established at 
Grafschaft-Gelsdorf. Zweibruecken, Rennerod, Diez, 
and Lahnstein will get more personnel. There will be 
personnel reductions at the bases of Bad Neuenahr, 
Koblenz, Mainz, and Trier. 


Hesse: The smail bases of Hanau, Lich, and Marburg will 
be closed. There will be a new base for territorial army 
administration in Gelnhausen. There will be increases in 
personnel in Arolsen, Fritzlar, Hessisch Lichtenau, 
Homberg/Efze, and Stadtallendorf. There will be per- 
sonnel reductions at the Kassel and Sontra bases. 


Saarland: The number stationed in Saarland will remain 
unchanged. 


Brandenburg: New bases will be established at Wittstock 
and Schlieben. Personne! levels will be increased at 
Lehnitz, Strausberg, and Brueck. Ladeburg will remain. 
Bases at Badingen-Osterne, Blankenfelde, Briest, Dams- 
dorf, Falkenberg, Fuerstenwalde, Niederlehme, Perle- 
berg, and Preschen will be closed or not established. 
Personnel levels will be cut at Cottbus, Brandenburg/ 
Havel, Potsdam with Geltow, Holzdorf/Brandis, and 
Beelitz. The training area at Wuensdorf will not be 
established. The choice of site for the planned major 
Berlin/Bransdenbrug airport could mean closing down a 
further training area (Jueterbog or Lehnin) and involve 
extensive restationing. 
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Saxony-Anhalt: Halberstadt, Dessau, and Rosslau will be 
closed down. Personnel levels at Burg and Havelberg will 
be boosted. 


Thuringia: Minor reductions at Erfurt only. 


Saxony: The entire new army officer training college will 
be stationed in Dresden. Naunhof-Lindthardt and 
Zodel, in the district of Goerlitz, will be closed down or 
given up. Personnel levels at Chemnitz will be cut. 
Levels at Leipzig and Dresden will be increased. 
Baden-Wuerttemberg: The Military History Research 
Institute will be moved from Freiburg to Potsdam. 
Ludwigsburg and Neuhausen ob Eck will no longer be 
military sites. More personnel will be allocated to Muen- 
sigen and Stetten am kalten Markt. On the other hand, 
personnel will be reduced in Mosbach, Stuttgart, 
Freiburg, Ulm, Laupheim, and Karisruhe. 


Bavaria: Kirchham/Pocking and Bayreuth will remain as 
military installations. Oberhausen/Donau and 
Wuerzburg will be relinquished, Wuerzburg solely by 
military administrative offices. Personnel will be 
reduced at Bayreuth, Brannenburg, Ebern, Freyung, Pen- 
zing, Munich, Rottenburg, Sonthofen, Landshut, and 
Roth. Personnel will be increased at Altenstadt, Fuessen, 
Kempten, Landsberg/Lech, Manching, Poecking, and 
Kuemmersbruck. 


Berlin: Plans to set up two units in Berlin have been 
abandoned. 


Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: Laage will be 
enlarged as a major military location. Sanitz, the future 
of which was in doubt, will remain a military site. The 
sites at Guetzkow, Peenemuende, Putgarten/Arkona, 
and Roedlin-Thurow will be disbanded or relinquished. 
Personnel will be reduced at Sanith, Schwerin. Staven- 
hagen-Basepohl, Stralsund, Torgelow-Droegeheide, and 
in Warnemuende. 


Troop Withdrawal Running ‘According to 


LD2903112193 Berlin ADN in German 1127 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Berlin (ADN)—The withdrawal of the Western 
Group of Russian troops from Germany is running 
according to plan, according to information from the 
government’s commissioner. Over the past two years, 
330,000 of the 546,000 soldiers, civilian employees, and 
family members of the Western Group left the Federal 
Republic, Major General Hartmut Foertsch said at a 
press conference in Berlin today. This means the accel- 
erated withdrawal agreed upon between Germany and 
Russia will be concluded by 31 August 1994. 


According to Foertsch, an additional 164,000 soldiers, 
civilian employees, and family members will return to 
the former Soviet Union this year. This means 66 bases 
will be “completely” emptied. 
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The federal states of Saxony and Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania will be “largely free of Russian troops” by the 
end of the year. The last Western Group troops had 
already left Thuringia by November of last year. 


Bonn Provides DM550 Million More for Russian 
Troops 

AU3003 132193 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 30 Mar 93 p 9 


[“bos” report: “Bonn Provides Another DM550 Million 
Integration Aid to Russians”] 


{Text} Bonn/Berlin—At the Economics Ministry a Ger- 
man-Russian government protocol has been signed, 
according to which Bonn undertakes to provide further 
integration aid worth 550 million German marks [DM] 
for Russian troops leaving Germany. 


The sum that Chancellor Helmut Kohl promised during 
his visit to Moscow on 16 December 1992 in return for 
an accelerated troop withdrawal is primarily intended 
for the construction of housing for the returning soldiers. 
According to the agreement, the aid will be realized 
within the framework of the housing program initiated 
two years ago. One passage in the agreement stipulates 
that of the total of DM550 million, DM100 million is 
designated to enable the Russian side to buy materials 
and equipment for the construction of homes by east 
German enterprises. 


The most recent controversy between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the commander in chief of the Russian 
troops in the new laender is now also considered settled. 
The Russian side promised an “examination of the 
reproaches and a revision, if need be.” The diplomatic 
dispute was triggered by reports from east German 
barracks that departing soldiers are taking along win- 
dows, electrical equipment, and washbasin fittings from 
barracks and apartments. The government protested 
against that because, according to the German interpre- 
tation of the law, such things are “immovables” and 
must not be removed according to the agreement with 
Russia. The commander in chief of the Western Group, 
Colonel General Matvey Bularkov, stated that further 
withdrawal will proceed “on the basis of German law.” 


The government’s commissioner, Major General 
Hartmut Foertsch, also reported on the settlement of a 
conflict at a news conference. Moscow's announcement 
that only 26 percent of the promised 30 percent of troops 
and weapons systems will be removed from the new 
laender because of the “delay in the construction of 
housing for the returning soldiers, for which Germany is 
responsible,” has been withdrawn. 


Germany has shown understanding for the problems of 
the Russian administration in housing returning sol- 
diers. For this reason, Bonn has decided to provide 
another DM550 million for their reintegration and to 
make available this sum earmarked for food and lodging 
of the soldiers in 1994 as early as this year. 
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At the same time, Major General Foertsch rejected 
criticism from Moscow that Germany is responsible for 
delays in the housing construction. The truth is that a 
large number of projects have been realized in Ukraine 
and Belarus and not so many in Russia. Talks Between 
Moscow, Kiev, and Minsk caused the delay. Currently, 
190,000 members of the Russian military are still in east 
Germany. The are to leave Germany by 31 August 1994. 


Commissioner Views Attitude of CIS Soldiers in 
Germany 


AU2903 100993 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG in 
German 24 Mar 93 p 5 


[Interview with Helmut Domke, Brandenburg commis- 
sioner for conversion and the withdrawal of the Western 
Group of CIS Armed Forces, by Matthias Krauss; place 
and date not given: “Western Group Staying Out of 
Politics”] 

(Text] [Krauss] Mr. Domke, are there reactions to 
Yeltsin’s latest political maneuvers in the CIS garrisons? 


[Domke] There is unease, but, for the time being, I do 
not see that the unease of the past weeks and months has 
qualitatively changed. The vast majority of officers 
assume a critical attitude toward political events in their 
homeland in general. My impression is that there has 
been a considerable loss in the political credibility of 
politicians of all directions. 


[Krauss] Why? 


{[Domke] The officers feel themselves deseried in terms 
of social support. They are becoming increasingly disap- 
pointed that nobody is looking after their affairs. 


[Krauss] Does this result in a politicalization of the 
officers? 


[Domke] Evidently not. When they talk to me, the 
officers stress their loyalty to the Constitution and the 
wish to stay out of domestic policy disputes. I cannot 
understand at all the current opinion that the military 
might be leaning toward a coup here. 


[Krauss] Is there polarization among the officers—for 
example, between supporters of Yeltsin and his declared 
opponents? 


{Domke] That is hard to say. Yeltsin is the commander 
in chief and in this respect there can be no open polemics 
against him. Of course, it happens that one officer tells 
me about another that he still clings very much to the old 
things. The differences are mainly in how the past is 
seen. At any rate, for most of them the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union seems to be painful and unnatural, 
above all the breaking apart of the union of Russia- 
Ukraine-Belarus. It happens fairly often that nowadays 
somebody needs a visa to visit his in-laws for example. 


{Krauss} Are nationality conflicts imminent in the 
Western Group? 
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[Domke] In the past two years, there has been a process 
of Russification of the officers of the Western Group. 
While before the change about two-thirds of the officers 
were Russian, now almost all of the ones left today are. 
The situation is somewhat different with the soldiers, 
who often come from central Asia. However, Russia has, 
for example, responded to a request from Uzbekisian 
and is training soldiers of this republic in Germany. 


[Krauss] Is the withdrawal being impaired by events in 
Russia? 


[Domke] I do not see that. By the way, time cushions 
have also been planned and even unexpected delays can 
be balanced out. The observation that there is no nos- 
talgia among Russian officers regarding their status in 
Germany is important for me. Besides, it must also be 
said that the last remaining units in Germany—well over 
half have already been withdrawn—are no longer a 
relevant power. From my point of view, there is no basis 
for believing that the chiefs of the Western Group might 
pursue a road of their own. 


Trust Agency Management Plan Critiqued 
93EN0265C Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 
15 Mar 93 p 23 


[Article by Axel Granzow: “Managers of Affected Com- 
panies Skeptical of the Trust Agency Model™] 


[Text] Berlin, 15 Mar—The Trust Agency established 
three new management limited partnerships (MGKG). A 
total of 69 Trust Agency enterprises with a labor force of 
about 32,000 are now organized in five such reorganiza- 
tion companies. While Hero Brahms, Trust Agency vice 
president, believes he has found an ideal solution for the 
reorganization of thus far unsalable Trust Agency enter- 
prises, the managers of the companies affected are skep- 
tical of the model. 


They do welcome the fact that they now have a steady 
partner in the MGKG management team, but hardly any 
of the managers speak of an ideal solution. The organi- 
zation of the companies as “general merchandise stores” 
rather gives rise to the apprehension that it will be very 
difficult to achieve the hoped-for synergy effects. 


Thus the Trust Agency is in a dilemma. On the one hand, 
it definitely does not want to create “new combines,” but 
on the other hand, it puts its money on the “advantage of 
size.” After the establishment of the first two companies, 
especially the IG Metall (Industrial Labor Union for 
Metal Workers) had strongly criticized the fact that 
limited partnerships showed little line-of-business orien- 
tation. The Trust Agency did recognize this shortcoming 
but remedied it only half-heartedly. 


The EREL Verwaltungs GmbH and Co Management 
KG [EREL Administration Limited Liability and Co 
Management Limited Partnership] of Reiner Linhard, a 
former ITT manager, consists above all of plant and 
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electrical engineering enterprises, as well as wood con- 
struction enterprises, a container glass plant, and two 
rolling mills. The EFBE Verwaltungs GmbH and Co 
Management KG of Frank Baer, a former Rheinmetall 
manager, comprises machine and vehicle building enter- 
prises, but also of two steel casting foundries, a construc- 
tion company and a precious metal enterprise. 


A Conglomeration of the Most Varied Enterprises 


The Schroeder and Partner Management GmbH and Co. 
KG of Bernhard Schroeder, the former Karstadt and 
Trust Agency director, at a closer look proves to be a 
conglomeration of the most varied enterprises from the 
textile industry, of furniture manufacturers, producers of 
major appliances, a porcelain factory, and a baby car- 


riage manufacturer. 


Small wonder that managers of the affected Trust 
Agency enterprises were rather skeptical towards the 
management KG's. They would like related enterprises 
according to the model of the merger of grinding 
machine manufacturers initiated by the Trust Agency, 
the so-called grinding ring. But in the meantime the 
Trust Agency has deviated again from this concept. 
Meanwhile it is looking for a solution to interconnect 
east and west German enterprises. Trust Agency director 
Volker Charbonnier calls that “interlinking.” The Trust 
Agency shies away from the development of east 
German corporate groups or even from cooperation 
agreements of Trust Agency enterprises of the same line 
of business, e.g., the foundries in Rothensee and Silbitz. 
The enterprises continue to compete with each other. 


Many a critic of the MGKG sees in that also regard for 
the west German competition. The management KG 
thus quickly declared an industrial-policy compromise 
solution with which the demand for reorganization and 
maintenance of industrial cores is met, but, on the other 
hand, it puts its money on the individual enterprises 
providing themselves in the markets. At any rate one 
thing is certain: The Trust Agency can pass on the 
responsibility for the success of the reorganization. 
Therefore the MGKG is an ideal model for the Trust 
Agency foliowing its envisaged disbanding. 


The Financial Requirements Continue To Be 
Considerable 


Brahms calls the experience with the first two manage- 
ment companies basically positive. The managers— 
Horst Urban, formerly head of Continental AG, and 
Horst Plaschna, formerly head of the DAL German 
Plant Leasing GmbH—and their teams succeeded within 
a relatively short time in establishing a productive dia- 
logue with the companies, according to the Trust Agency 
vice president. 


The first two companies were established in the summer 
of 1992. Even now it seems certain that it will hardly be 
possible to meet the time frame of the reorganization, 
originally limited to three years. The financial require- 
ments of the enterprises continue to be considerable. It is 
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estimated that the budget needed by the two companies 
from the Trust Agency in 1993 will be around 500 
million German marks [DM]. The nine enterprises of the 
Horst Plaschna Management GmbH and Co, Equities 
Reorganization and Sales KG with their 7,221 labor 
force with sales of DM600 million had an 
estimated loss of DM180 million. The seven enterprises 
of the H.W. Urban GmbH and Co., Management KG 
with still 4764 staff members, with sales of less than 
DM400 million, will probably have a loss of DM120 
million. The expenditures for the reorganization are not 
yet included in this figure. 


In addition, last but not least, it will be difficult to make 
the taxpayer understand if the enterprises nursed back to 
health at so great an expense finally would have to be 
shut down for lack of market and investor. 


RAF Prisoner on Potential Escalation of Violence 


AU0104 104793 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1945 GMT 31 Mar 93 


{Interview with convicted RAF terrorist Karl-Heinz 
Deliwo by Matthias Andrich in Celle prison; date not 
given—recorded] 

[Text] [Andrich] The most decisive question at the 
moment, including political issues, is the following: Do 
you think that Kinkel’s initiative [for the early release of 
convicted terrorists} has finally failed because of the 
events of 27-28 March, because of the attack on Weiter- 
stadt prison? 


[Dellwo] For us, Kinkel’s initiative has been dead for a 
long time. I think that the beginning of the failure must 
be seen in the new proceedings, which the federal pros- 
ecutor’s office initiated against the prisoners last 
summer, who have been sentenced to several life terms. 
Let me explain this in a different way, perhaps. The RAF 
[Red Army Faction] statement, which was supported by 
the prisoners at that time—the statement by Irmgard 
Moeller—was a step toward de-escalation. It was also a 
fundamental political change on our part. We said we 
want a completely different policy, a new kind of policy. 
On the state side, there was no such fundamental change. 
The state pursued a strategy of escalation. This is how | 
see these new proceedings. 


[Andrich] After this failure, which you just described, 
and after the prior renunciation of violence, should we 
have to expect a new wave of terrorism now? 


[Dellwo] I do not know why you ask that. I read the RAF 
statement on Weiterstadt in DIE TAGESZEITUNG. 
The statement begins as follows: For us nothing has 
changed concerning the need to come to a fundamentally 
new policy. Then, the statement says later: But we will 
have to fight for this. 


I would like to give you an example of that. We are also 
connected in some way with state policy and state 
activities and and reaction concerning us. You know, | 
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was in solitary confinement for a long time, and | would 
have liked to do something other than what I had to do. 
We did not go on a hunger strike for the fun of it, but it 
was dictated by the conditions. We would have liked to 
do something else. 

Last April the RAF stated that it wants a fundamentally 
different policy, but whether this policy can be imple- 
mented does not just depend on us. If the state pursues a 
strategy of escalation against us at the same time, natu- 
rally we are forced to defend ourselves. 


[Andrich] The RAF statement on Weiterstadt, which you 
mentioned, explicitly demands release of the prisoners. 
If the judiciary does not do anything in this respect, such 
as easing the conditions in prison at least, do you fear a 
new escalation of violence in this republic? 


[Dellwo] I must say I do not expect much of the judiciary 
and of the politicians, who make the decisions which the 


laws are based on. I think it is necessary to do something. 
I think we have done quite a bit over the past few years. 
We have practically tried to achieve something ever 

since 1989. Now it is the turn of the other side to do 
cuantiian, ¢ Gi cam tae to tanh tes 0 aatiied coum 
and not * —R 
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Kosovars in Berlin 
Request Independence in Munich, 


AU2803 145093 Tirana Radio Tirana Network in 
Albanian 1830 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] At 1200 [1100 GMT] today in Berlin and Munich, 
the German branch of the Kosovo Democratic Alliance 
organized protest rallies under the slogan To Recognize 
the Republic of Kosovo as an Independent and Neutral 
Country. 


In both rallies, a petition sent to the German Govern- 

ment, the governments of European countries, and the 

U.S. Government was read, which includes a request to 

recognize the Republic of Kosovo. The main requests 

that were presented today in these rallies were: 

—To remove the Serbian military and police forces from 
the Republic of Kosovo. 


—To station UN peacekeeping troops in Kosovo. 


—To open a free corridor for the dispatch of humani- 
tarian aid to Kosovo. 


Tens of thousands of Albanians who work and live in 
various European countries participated in the rallies. 
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Economics Minister Says ‘Strong Franc Policy’ 
Te Continue 

AU3103175393 Paris AFP in English 1711 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


re ee Se S See tnd Ganemie 
Minister Edmond Alphandery told correspondents on 
Wednesday [31 March) that the new French Govern- 


— —— 


terrand, first came to the limelight eight years ago in a 
book strongly opposing such power-sharing arrangements. 


for 

tion” in his book “1986: The Trap,” published one year 
before the start of the 1986-1988 first exercise in power- 
sharing between Mitterrand and then-Premier Jacques 
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Minister Plans Defense’ of 
Agriculture “Strong 


AU3103153593 Paris AFP in English 1452 GMT 


31 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)}—The new French agricul- 
ture and fisheries minister, Jean Puech, said Wednesday 
[31 March] that he planned a strong defence of French 
interests in his field of jurisdiction. 


He said on the France-Infos radio program that he 
intended to see to an “active, continuous and vigorous 
defence” of French agricultural and maritime interests, 
both in Brussels and at the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 


He added that he would “think about new approaches to 


management in French agriculture, taking its diversifi- 
cation and the demand for quality into consideration”. 


The new minister, a member of the new government 
appointcd following the centre-nght's landslide victory 
in legislative elections that ended last Sunday [28 
March], did not refer to recent incidents between French 
fishermen and Britain's Royal Navy. 


ee 


LDO104085493 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0800 GMT 1 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Jean Puech, minister for both agriculture and 

is, as in many other European countries, and 
already nicknamed Mr. Fisheries by journalists, was the 
guest of Annette Ardisson this morning on France Inter. 
The new minister did not rule out further negotiations and 
further discussions on the GATT agricultural dossier. 
[Begin Puech recording] The task is a multidimensional 
one, I should say; it is triple, at least. First, we must think 
of new methods of management for French agriculture, 
considering its diversity, diversification, the need for 
quality, and the development, in particular, of the farm- 
produce industry. You understand that agriculture today 
has an international dimension, which is why it 1s neces- 
sary to have interministerial action with my colleagues 
from foreign affairs and European affairs. From there 
ensues the renegotiation, the discussion with a very active, 
strong, and offensive move, so that the interests of agricul- 
ture and fisheries can be defended both in the framework 
of the GATT and Brussels. [end recording] [passage 
omitted} 


Balladur, Mitterrand, Chirac Power Sharing 
Previewed 


AU3103171093 Paris AFP in English 1610 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)}—Edouard Balladur is the 
conservative new premier and Francois Mitterrand the 
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old socialist president, but the shadow of Gaullist leader 
Jacques Chirac looms large over the new French admin- 
istration. 


Chirac, as leader of the Gaullist Rally for the Republic 
(RPR) that won the lion's share of the 484-seat conser- 
vative majority in the 577-seat parliament, is the uncon- 
tested winner of the French legislative election. 


ties Balladur faces as an RPR premier under Mitterrand. 


The energetic and ambitious mayor of Paris for the past 
16 years, Chirac was the first conservative premier to 
“cohabit” from 1986 to 1988 with Mitterrand in a 
power-sharing scheme similar to today’s—an exercise 
from which he emerged a clear loser. 


This time, Chirac has chosen to stay away from the daily 
indignities of “cohabitation,” hoping the smooth and 
conciliatory style of Balladur, his trusted aide and former 
finance minister, will pave the way to his presidency. 


Balladur has never made a secret of the fact that he too 
sees this as a prime target, asserting that he has no 
personal ambitions in the 1995 race for Mitterrand’s 
succession. 


Analysts read a confirmation of this into Balladur’s first 
gesture after his nomination as premier on Monday [29 
March}: dinner “en famille” at the Paris City Hall with 
his party boss. 


To achieve his mission, the 60-year-old new premier has 
set three objectives for himself—none of them easy: 


—He must convince the French that his v government 
can pull the country out of a socio-economic crisis 
marked by more than three million unemployed; 

—avert a full-blown political crisis that could emerge 
from any institutional conflict with Mitterrand; 

—and maintain unity within the conservative alliance 
that will dominate the French parliament over the 
next five years. 


At the first meeting of his government Wednesday, 
Balladur called for “unity, teamwork, solidarity (and) 
clarity,” reminding his ministers that “half the French 
people did not vote for the current majority.” 


Parliamentary opposition is negligible, but Balladur 
knows the components of the majority—the RPR and 
center-right Union for French Democracy (UDF)— 
could suffer from the presidential ambitions of their 
respective leaders, Chirac and Valery Giscard d’Estaing, 
who badly wants back the job he once held. 


Opinion polls saying he is the current favorite for the 
French presidency are likely to further provoke the impa- 
tient Chirac, who had to back down between two rounds of 
voting last week from his overt appeals for Mitterrand to 


resign. 
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Balladur, meanwhile, needs time to prove that he can 
pull France back from crisis and give greater credibil- 
ity—beyond weariness with Mitterrand and the social- 
ists—to Chirac’s presidential run. 


The likely result, some analysts say, cov d be a separate, 
but equally difficult “cohabitation” for Balladur—this 
time with Chirac himself. 

But the two men have often said the, see the divergence 
in their respective styles and aims as complementary 
rather than contradictory traits. 


As far as keeping the peace with his UDF coalition 
partners goes, Balladur has been more than generous. 


Despite the 34-seat advantage the RPR has in parlia- 
ment, Balladur gave 16 of the new government's 29 seats 
to the UDF, including the post of senior minister of state 
to Simone Veil—one of France's most popular politi- 
cians regardless of gender or political affiliation. 


This demonstrates, analysts say, that Balladur has 
learned well the lesson of the first “cohabitation”, when 
the clear domination in numbers of the RPR had led to 
internecine friction, tantamount to a second front for a 
Chirac already at war with Mitterrand. 


But Giscard d’Estaing, fearing that too smooth a “cohab- 
itation” today could lull his own followers to forget what 
should be their main objective tomorrow—his re- 
election to the presidency—is waging a discreet battle to 
whittle away at RPR domination. 


He is calling for all the components of his party to unite 
in one big parliamentary group of liberals and centrists, 
and the first test the coalition faces is likely to be the race 
for assembly speaker later this week—a post the UDF is 
adamant must got to one of its own members. 


European Implications of Balladur Appointment 
Viewed 

PM3103155593 Paris LE MONDE in French 

31] Mar 93 pl 


{Editorial: “The European Imperative” 


[Text] With Edouard Balladur a European—the most 
European of the neo-Gaullists—succeeds another Euro- 
pean, Pierre Beregovoy, one of the most European of the 
socialists. Explaining his choi: on 29 March, President 
Mitterrand stressed “the continuity of our foreign policy” 
that he expects, for Paris “Eurc.pe and EC building” and 
“the implementation of the Maastricht Treaty” remain on 


the agenda. 


The head of state was nonetheless more specific. In the 
immediate term, he explained, the European monetary 
system should be “preserved” and parity between the franc 
and the Deutsche mark “maintained.” He thus clearly 
defined the framework within which the new majority 
should act. Balladur, and his past and his beliefs bear this 
out, could not fail to accept such an arrangement. 
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But, compelled to pursue the strategy of the “strong franc” 
(in actual fact the stable franc), he is severely restricted as 
regards his room for maneuver in economic matters. If, as 
is likely, the reduction of unemployment is slow in coming, 
pressure from some of his friends threatens to put him in 
a difficult position in the weeks and months ahead. 


For the moment financial markets have welcomed with 
satisfaction the appointment of the new prime minister. 


porter of a common currency, he came to favor a single 
currency and was one of the most active supporters of a 
“yes” vote to the Maastricht Treaty within the RPR [Rally 


for the Republic]. Although he was responsible for the 
devaluation of the franc in 1986, Balladur has always 
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have been in permanent contact with Bonn and Frankfurt, 
he had had personal contacts with Chancellor Koh! and 
Bundesbank President Helmut Schlesinger. In addition he 
has promised rapidly to give the Bank of France its 


pany the announcement of the economic plan of the 
Matignon’s new tenant. 


If the acceleration of the reduction in interest rates in 
Germany were to be late in coming—there is a meeting of 


mercial (and particularly 
the risk of finding hi in an uncomfortable position, 
caught between a European crisis, the threat of which 
Chirac brandished during the election campaign, and his 
own convictions. But the expected relaxation of German 
interest rates and above all a guarded U.S. attitude toward 
a GATT agreement could come at the right time to obviate 
the need for the new prime minister to make a choice. 


alam tea ine aera 


L.D3103193893 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1800 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Former Prime Ministers Pierre Mauroy and Michel 
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Con..nunist Party Elects New President 


LD0104010393 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] While the right is settling down and the Socialist 
Party is bracing itself to settling its accounts within the 
family, the Communist Party goes back home to the 
Assembly. Alain Bocquet, aged 46, has been elected pres- 
ident of the group, replacing Andre Lajoinie who lost in the 
second round, following three hours of debate. [passage 
omitted] 


Article Views Giscard d’Estaing As Loser in 
Elections 


PM3103084793 Paris LE MONDE in French 
30 Mar 93 p 3 


[Daniel Carton article: “RPR's Supremacy Over UDF Is 
Disappointment for Mr. Valery Giscard d’Estaing™] 


[Text] Giscard d’Estaing has failed. After 15 years racing 
after the RPR [Rally for the Republic], to find himself 
trailing by more than 30 seats in the second round of these 
historic parliamentary elections for the right cannot be 
seen as a success. What was he up to when in 1978, from 
the Elysee Palace, he was the sole guiding force in the 
creation of the UDF [Union for French Democracy] unless 
he was already vounterbalancing the strategy of the new 
RPR launched +, Jacques Chirac, who had affronted him 
by quitting the Hotel Matignon [prime minister's resi- 
dence]? What was he intending to do when, on 30 June 
1988, he decided to dismiss Jean Lecanuet so that he could 
chair this confederation himself, unless it was to take 
further advantage of the misfortunes of Mr. Chirac, who 
had gone to earth after his defeat in the presidential 
election? 


In the following parliamentary elections, the UDF over- 
took the RPR for the first time, winning two more seats. 
Giscard d’Estaing was convinced that this was only the 
start, that there was room in this country for a big center 
and center-right party, a carbon copy of the German CDU 
[Christian Democratic Union] and that the RPR would 
end up by killing itself by its methods and positioning! 
“The center's time is now, it’s on its way,” he was 
predicting back in early March. “For the first time you will 
see the party of the center and the center-right on equal 
terms with the RPR.” 


Stasi's Defeat 


Throughout the campaign his closest lieutenants were even 
more optimistic. Francois Bayrou was always ready to 
wager that his group would have a clear edge over Chirac’s, 
with implications regarding the chances of a surprise 
capture of the Hotel Matignon. Even after the first round, 
when they at last realized the unlikeliness of their scenario, 
their assessments in these final hours still proved far more 
optimistic than the actual results. This is a cruel disap- 
pointment, even if, to the satisfacticn of Mr. Giscard 
d’Estaing, for the first time in its history the UDF passed 
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the total of 200 deputies, a performance never achieved by 
a centrist group under the Fifth Republic. 


There are several possible reasons why Giscard d’Estaing 
could not win his bet. The violent rightward swing of the 
pendulum was a hammer blow to the center. Today you 

i wonder whether the UDF would have done more to 
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had nothing. This was a serious mistake. These elections 

could very well mark the start of a return to superiority for 

the RPR in the next canton elections, in March 1994. 

While it is not as big as the Gaullist wave of June 1968 

(293 seats), the RPR’s victory is clear and can be compared 

ae oe Soe ee 1962 parliamentary 
ions. 


The RPR is advancing more strongly than the UDF in 
most regions except Giscard’s Auvergne, Dominique 
Baudis’ turf in Midi-Pyrenees, and Languedoc- 
Roussillon. Mr. Chirac’s party is becoming dominant in 
the Socialist fiefs of the Limousin region and Nord- 
Pas-de-Calais in particular. It also has solid support in 
regions like Brittany or Alsace, which until now have not 
been its favorite areas. In Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur 
the RPR has returned to the level of the UDF. This new 
fact is perhaps the most destabilizing one for the UDF. 


But there are certainly greater worries. Four years have 
not been enough time for Mr. Giscard d’Estaing to 
transform the UDF into a reai decisionmaking structure 
and a real party of government. He has been unable or 
unwilling to effect a reconciliation with Mr. Leotard. 
With over 100 deputies, you may be sure that the 
honorary chairman of the PR will take every opportunity 
to destabilize it a little more. Mr. Bayrou, to whom 
Giscard d’Estaing entrusted the task, has been no help in 
bringing his CDS “friends” back into the fold. 

From Monday the new centrist deputies were supposed 
to decide whether to maintain their UDC [Union of the 
Center} group in the National Assembly. It was set up in 
1988 with 49 deputies. With 10 more deputies, Mr. 
Mehaignerie sees no reason to wind it up. “This huge 
new majority will need to contain a force anchored to the 
center,” he confirmed Sunday evening. Mr. Bayrou told 
us he is determined “to fight with tota! resolve” to make 
him change his mind. The enterprise seems ill advised, 
even if the unexpected announcement of Mr. Dominique 
Baudis’ candidacy for chairman of the National 
Assembly appears to be a veiled attempt to win over the 
centrists by Mr. Giscard d’Estaing. 


Act of Allegiance 


In fact, what is happening is a repeat of events during the 
first period of cohabitation in 1986: Everyone is hastening 
to negotiate behind Mr. Giscard d’Estaing's back in the 
interests of their own small group and to the greater delight 
of Mr. Balladur and his peers. This is nothing new: The 
UDF's prime opponent is within itself. As soon as the 
results were known, Messrs. Mchaignerie and Longuet 
again were the first to swear allegiance. “The prime min- 
ister must be chosen from the political grouping with the 
most seats,” the former felt he should state. “It is very 
sensible to assign the post of prime minister to an RPR 
deputy,” the latter added. Mr. Giscard d’Estaing, who has 
often claimed that arithmetic is not everything in this 
regard, refrained from pressing the point Sunday evening. 


The UDF has already potentially taken up its role of 
secondary force. The PR may become again what the 





Editorial Views ‘End’ of Mitterrand ‘Era’ 
PM3103105893 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
29 Mar 93 pl 


[Philippe Villin editorial: ““The Spark of Confidence™} 


[Text] Yesterday's vote by the French confirms the end 
of the Mitterrand era. It marks a radical rejection of the 
government set up in 1981 and reflects the disarray of 
the French at any government's disappearance. 


To round off the end of the Mitterrand era, there is still 
much to do. A cohabitation must be imposed on the 
president giving him absolutely no opportunity to jeop- 
ardize the new majority's actions, and causing him, if 
possible, to opt for an early departure. That is the 
condition for the success of a right-wing candidate in the 
presidential elections, a success that will be far better 
guaranteed by an early election, before any recomposi- 
tion of what remains of the Left's forces. 


As for the of government action, 
there can be no doubt that the French expect a clear 
change. While they are not looking for a miracle in the 
short term, that does not mean that they do not want 
things taken in hand once more and a clear statement of 
a series of aspirations for our country. 


Three expectations on the part of the French people take 
priority: the desire for security, getting immigration 
under control, and above all, economic recovery. The 
last point is probably the most delicate, because never 
since the 1930's has the French economy been in such 
bad shape within such a poor international context. 


The ical mainsprings of growth that were 
must be found again. The string of increasingly 
tive forecasts must be replaced by a return of 


confidence. To light the necessary spark in captains of 
industry and consumers, the government's capacity for 
initiative must be seen very soon. Two aspects appear 
essential: 


—First, the Socialists’ lax approach to public and social 
spending led to the fear that services and guarantees 
(unemployment and retirement benefits in particular) 
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that the citizens hold dear would disappear, while at the 
same time relentlessly increasing taxes and social con- 
tributions. The announcement of a progressive tight- 
ening in controls over this type of expenditure, allowing 
it to be perpetuated while avoiding a fresh increase in 


fature an increase ia compulsory contributions would 
only accentuate the depression, and thus the deficits, 
whereas with economic recovery and by getting expen- 
diture under control they would disappear. 


—Second, an immediate and very substantial cut in 
short-term interest rates would have tremendous psy- 
chological and financial impact. It is necessary 
either—and this would be far and away the better 
solution—to obtain this immediately from Germany, 
or, failing that, to resolve without too much delay to 
agree to sever the franc’s link with the Deutsche mark. 


the new government will be rapidly judged on its 
economic achievements. Unlike in !986, when the Left 
was still a presence, it has far greater freedom. It is up to 
it to take advantage of this. 


ee — 


AU3103173693 Paris AFP in English 1728 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Mulhouse, March 31 (AFP)}—The 200 employees 
of French firm Maenurhin Equipement walked out on 
Wednesday [31 March], demonstrating in front of all 
BNP [National Bank of Paris] bank branches in the 
Haut-Rhin and Belfort areas in eastern France over 
difficulties with a deal with Taiwan, sources said. 


They were protesting against Banque Nationale de Paris, 
one of France's three biggest banks, because of what they 
called its refusal to lead-manage a guarantee of 40 million 
francs (7.3 million dollars) and increase its participation in 
the guarantee from five to 7.8 million francs. . 


The guarantee is needed to give concrete effect to a 
266-million franc contract the firm won for supplying 
Taiwan with three munitions production lines. 


The BNP branch manager in Mulhouse said the bank 
had never agreed to act as lead-manager, and he said that 
Manurhin has had financial difficulties, having los 
money the last three financial years and having very 
limited equity capital. 


“We did not want to take part in the deal and agreed to 
do so only out of solidarity, to a maximum amount of 5 
million francs”, he said. 


Union officials said loss of the contract would drive the 
company out of business. 














AU3003 154293 Paris AFP in English 1517 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


{Text} Paris, March 30 (AFP)—French espionage chief 

Claude Silberzahn said French spies were concentrating 

—22 finance, science and technology rather 
counter-espionage. 


In an interview in the daily LE MONDE on Tuesday [30 
March}, Silberzahn said “The spying of today is essen- 
tially economic, scientific, technological and financial” 
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which is no longer really a priority”. 


But the fight against terrorism, most of it state terrorism, 
remained a “fundamental priority,” he said. 


Financial spying took the form of tracking laundering of 


illegal penetration,” some of it by the mafia, of indus- 
trial, financial and political systems,” he said. 
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Nation Seeks UN Security Council Membership 


PM0104 103693 Milan EUROPEO in Italian 
2 Apr 93 p 50 


[Marco Vignudelli report: “Italy Wants to Join UN 
Power Group”] 

[Text] Discreet negotiations are going on to increase the 
number of permanent members of the UN Security 
Council which are currently still the powers which won 
World War IT: e United States, Russia, China, Britain, 
and France.’ *« Chinese, the French, and above all the 
British are (ty 2cially firmly opposed to this plan. But 
who, if anybody, will join the new Security Council? The 
broadening will undoubtedly include Germany and 
Japan. Italy has not formalized its official candidacy, but 
it has already let it be known that it does not want to be 
left outside the door. And, according to Farnesina [For- 
eign Miaistry] sources, encouraging signs have been 
received from the United States. Italy’s official position 
is still to support the creation of a European seat; this 
idea has already been rejected out of hand by France and 
Britain. “If need be,” the Farnesina added, “we will raise 
the issue of our candidacy with due firmness and deter- 
mination.” 

Negotiations will not be easy because there are not to be 


more than five new members, although there is pressure 
to raise the number of seats on the Council to 15. 


Death Threats Against Giulio Andreotti 
Investigated 

PM0103100093 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
29 Mar 93 p 5 


(Unattriduted report: “Death Threats for Andreotti? 
National Police Division for General Investigations and 
Spec.al Operations Investigates”’} 


[Text] Rome—After the notice of impending trial, there 
are death threats for [former Prime Minister] Giulio 
Andreotti. 


The National Police Division for General Investigations 
and Special Operations [DIGOS] is investigating an 
anonymous phone call received yesterday afternoon [28 
March] by the ANSA press agency’s Rome office, in 
which a mystery caller threatened the former prime 
minister, under investigation for Mafia crimes, with 
death. 


“Since the Italian Government has not yet adopted a 
position against the Mafiosi politicians,” the mystery 
voice said, “we will handle it. There will be a number of 
death sentences, and the first will be for Giulio 
Andreotti.” 


After 2 few minutes ANSA’s phone rang again. The 
mystery caller phoned back to say that he was speaking 
=: behalf of the “Red Armed Squad,” adding “of the 
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This acronym, according to the investigators, has never 
been used before. 


The anonymous phone call, in any event, was not under- 
estimated by the investigators: Bodyguard services for 
Andreotti and other state figures have been alerted. 


Prosecutor Requests Lifting of La Malfa’s 
Immunity 


AU0104142293 Paris AFP in English 1400 GMT 
1 Apr 93 


[Text] Rome, April | (AFP)}—The public prosecutor’s 
office in Milan on Thursday [1 April] asked parliament 
to lift the immunity of former Republican Party leader 
Giorgio La Malfa so that he could be questioned with a 
view to laying corruption charges. 


He is suspected of getting 100 million lire (mo.. than 
60,000 dollars) for his campaign in Italy’s general elec- 
tion last April from the French computer firm Bull and 
the German pharmaceutical giant Bayer, judiciary 
sources said. A parliamentary ad hoc committee will 
consider the application to lift La Malfa’s parliamentary 
immunity, and then the lower house will cast a vote. 


La Malfa is one of three political party national secre- 
taries to have resigned during the year-long ““Operation 
Clean Hands” probing corruption in political, industrial 
and business circles and the civil service. 


The other two are Renato Altissimo of the Liberals and 
Bettino Craxi, the former Socialist chief who on 
Thursday learned he was under investigation on a | 3th 
count of corruption. 


To date, 152 members of parliament have been named in 
the scandal. 


Northern League Leader Bossi Addresses Rally 


PM0104120293 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
29 mar 93 p 6 


[Daniele Vimercati report: “Bossi’s Swing to Centerꝰ)] 


[Text] Pontida—While partyocracy’s gods are falling, in 
Pontida [Northern League Secretary] Bossi is attempting 
his most difficult move: to transform the League, the 
bubbling cauldron of Northern anger, into a government 
party. It is a real “swerve toward the center.”” The word 
secession is put in the drawer; it is not even used as a 
bogeyman. Under the lukewarm sun of the Lombard 
countryside, even the putschist shadows dissolve: 
Reports leaked in recent days concerning unrest among 
the military were “the asinine braying of loudmouihed 
generals who wear their stripes for political merit and try 
to put pressure on the magistracy.” 


In the fields of Pontida which have echoed with the 
Northern League's history, the League secretary 
obtained from his people a symbolic popular investiture 
for the battle which is already entering its crucial stage in 
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these weeks, with the referenda, and which will end—so 
Bossi says—with the League in government. A “yes” 
vote for the new electoral law for the Senate on 18 April 
will only be the first, necessary step toward the new Italy. 
The second will be the elections: “After the victory for 
the ‘yes’ vote, it is President Scalfaro’s duty to dissolve 
the Senate immediately, since at that point it will have 
lost its legitimacy, without waiting for the parties’ 
maneuvers to change the law in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties.” And if he dissolves them both, so much the better, 
important thing is that [Prime Minister] Amato, 
guilty of sinking the country,” should go straightaway. 


Who is to take his place? Bossi did not say; he simply 
mentioned the fact that “by dissolving the Senate, an 
institutional post is freed.” That of Speaker Gi-vanni 
Spadolini; so he appears to be the man the League would 
like to see lead the transition phase in the Palazzo Chigi 
[government seat]. Certainly more so than Giorgio 
Napolitano: The League leader ruled out the possibility 
of an alliance with the Left led by the Chamber of 
Deputies speaker. He scathingly branded the Italian 
Socialist Party [PSI] as a party “which no longer exists,” 
and the Democratic Party of the Left [PDS] as “a 
hodgepodge of factions ready to tear each others’ throats 
out,” capable only of agreeing with the Christian Dem- 
ocratic Party [DC] to approve a new law in parliament to 
—— 
istent . 


On the other hand, he did hold his hand out to the 
Catholics. The elections are near and Bossi launched a 
full-scale appeal to the Church. He simply told the crowd 
of 30,000 gathered in the fields of Pontida to have faith: 
“The Vatican, too, has realized that it is impossible to 
stop us.” But the truth is that dialogue, after the recent 
blunders, has been resumed in a big way. The League's 
leadership is preparing a document urging the Church to 
abandon the “Mafia-contaminated” DC. “A part of the 
hierarchy, the part closest to the people,” Catholic 
Council leader Giuseppe Leoni explained, “has realized 
that it must stop backing that horse; the Catholics refuse 
to be represented by Mafiosi and Camorra members.” 


As) 


Umberto Bossi apparently has no intention of wasting 
the opportunity offered by the dramatic loss of legiti- 
macy of the Christian Democratic and Socialist leader- 
ship class which has governed the country for decades. 
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Answering questions on the notice of impending trial for 
dealings with the Mafia served on [former Prime Min- 
ister] Andreotti, he was cautious, but he stressed that the 
news did not surprise him: “For some time the League 
has known that the DC is mixed up with th. Mafia, and 
it would be strange for Andreotti, namely the regime’s 
crafty leader, not to be involved.” The sensational devel- 
opment in the Palermo investigations shows, if anything, 
that “the magistracy is finally raising its sights; the 
League approves and encourages it to continue.” 


“Do not worry, the League still has a hard-on,” Bossi 
shouted from the podium at one point, to reassure his 
more radical followers who, for the first time, did not 
hear any talk of a northern republic, but who did hear 
Deputy Luigi Rossi shouting “Long live the League, long 
live Italy.” The League secretary, however, went on to 
explain that today, the appeal to the people is not used to 
give legitimacy to the idea that “the North is going its 
own way,” but to call for “compliance with the will of the 
people” after the referendum: in other words, immediate 
elections. 


It was [League Chairman] Gianfranco Miglio, on top 
form despite a phone call from Bossi at 0300 hours “to 
put the finishing touches to the Pontida attack,” who 
expounded the reasons of a constitutional nature forcing 
the president at least to dissolve the Senate after the 
referendum: “When the people express themselves, 
nothing and nobody, not even God, can hold back their 
will.“ What about the danger of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties and the Senate ending up with two different major- 
ities? “That,” Miglio answered, “is a possibility that the 
founding fathers provided for; the aim of homogeneous 
majorities cannot justify the survival of a Senate which 
has lost its legitimacy.” 


There was a fully fledged ultimatum for the Quirinale 
[presidential palace]: “Scalfaro must realize that the 
alternative is between elections and a climate of civil 
war,” the military “are restless and they have summoned 
a meeting of the chiefs of staff, even though the alarm 
has since ceased.” That is a more somber picture than 
the one painted by the League's secretary. Could this be 
a long-distance polemic? Bossi denied it: “Miglio is a 
professor, he uses metaphors; if he says that it is a season 
for the guillotine, you must not think that we are going to 
erect scaffolds in the squares tomorrow morning.” 
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Cavaco Silva Says Maastricht ‘Balanced Solution 
for Europe’ 

LD3103145293 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1400 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Cavaco Silva has said that the 
Maastricht treaty consitutes a balanced solution for 
Europe. The prime minister was speaking about Portugal 
and the construction of Europe at a lunch given by the 
American Club of Lisbon today. [Correspondent] Ana 


[Lisboa] For Cavaco Silva, it is important to advocate 
the implementation of Maasiricht. In his view, only in 
that context does Portugal stand a chance. 

[Begin Cavaco recording] We believe, sincerely, hon- 
estly, that it is the best solution for Portugal. Without 
Maastricht, there will be a first and a second division in 
Europe, or even a first, a second, and a third division. 
There will be a two-speed Europe. [end recording] 


[Lisboa] For the prime minister, it is therefore essential 
to overcome all the difficulties and follow four basic 
guidelines: to continue with the effort of budget 
restraint; to fight inflation and sustain exchange rate 
stability; to continue to carry out the necessary restruc- 
turing, such as that of the civil service; and to encourage 
social partners to talk and to reach agreement. 


For Cavaco Silva, these four basic guidelines should not 
be altered even if they are unpopular. He added that he 
would be extremely concerned it Maastricht was not 
ratified by England and by Denmark. 


US. Lean Received for Purchase of F-16 Aircraft 


LD3103203693 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1600 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] The Portuguese Government has secured a 30 
billion escudos loan from the United States for the 
purchase of new F-16 aircraft. Cid Saldanha reports: 


[Saldanha] Following the U.S. refusal to include the 
F-16s in the financial quid pro quos for the use of Lages 
base, the only alternative left to Portugal was to borrow 
the money. [passage omitted] We understand that the 
Portuguese Defense Ministry did at one stage contem- 
plate the possibility of contracting the loan outside the 
United States, a gesture translatable into words as some- 
thing like: Since you're not letting us have the planes, 
we're not letting you have the interest. But old alliances 
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still stand for something and the U.S. loan is on very 
advantageous terms: The amount is to be repaid by the 
year 2015 at an interest rate of 4.5 percent, and there will 
be no interest repayments for the first five years. 


As for the Lages base quid pro quos, Portugal's main goal 
is to enlarge its fleet of C-130 aircraft, given the vital 
importance of this type of aircraft in Portugal’s strategic 
theaters, namely Africa. 


Army Seen as Main Beneficiary of Modernization 
Program 


LD0104010993 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] The government is to spend 158 billion 
escudos over the next five years to reequip the Armed 
Forces. The Army is the main beneficiary, with 58 
billion, substantially more than the allocations for the 
Air Force and Navy. The figures reflect the priorities of 
the military planning law which may raise doubts and be 
called into question at tomorrow's meeting of the 
Supreme Council for National Defense. [passage 
omitted] 


Most of the 158 billion escudos will come from the state 
budget. Only 3 billion is the fruit of agreements with 
Germany and France on the use of the Beja and Flores 
bases by these two countries. The largest share, 58 billion 
escudos, goes to the Army and is essentially destined for 
the creation of the new airborne brigade due to become 
operational early next year. The Air Force will receive 47 
billion escudos which will be spent mainly on the acqui- 
sition of F-16s, Alpha-Jet training and combat aircraft, 
and C-130 transport planes. The Air Force expects to 
start taking delivery of the American F-16s towards the 
end of the year. The Navy can count on 45 billion 
escudos earmarked for enhancing the operational capa- 
bilities of the mine sweepers and for the modernization 
of the Joao Belo-type frigates. There should be enough 
left for the purchase of a number of antisubmarine 
helicopters. 


All this money will help dynamize the national arms 
industry where emphasis will be placed on advanced 
technologies and on the creation of a new light firearm. 
But first, and after such a long period of uncertainty, the 
military development plan will tomorrow be discussed 
by the Supreme Defense Council, and while there is 
agreement between the government and the military as 
to the need for modernization, some doubts may arise as 
to the priorities thus defined. 
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Official Confirms $1 Million Aid Grant to Cuba 


LD3103195093 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1300 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Inocencio Arias, Spanish secretary of state for 
international cooperation, has confirmed in statements 
to this radio station that Spain will grant $1 million 
worth of aid to Cuba in medicines and foodstuffs, mainly 
powdered milk. According to the statement by Inocencio 
Arias, this is Spain’s response to Cuba’s request for 
international aid made via the United Nations. The 
secretary of state recalled that Cuba is a friendly country 
and that Spain wants to contribute to alleviate the 
country’s delicate economic situation, aggravated by the 
recent hurricane which caused extensive damage on the 
island. 

Independently of this aid, Incocencio Arias said that 
Spain's cooperation with Cuba is continuing at a normal 
pace and that other possible formulas are being studied 
besides the traditional technical cooperation and the 
granting of scholarships. 


C Leaders J 
atalan, Basque Party Oppose Joining 


PM3103154093 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 26 Mar 93 p 17 


[Josep Gisbert report: “Pujol and Arzallus Agree That It 
Is Undesirable To Enter Government] 


[Text] Barcelona—Jordi Pujol and Xabier Arzallus 
agreed yesterday [25 March] that it is undesirable for 
CiU [Convergence and Union] and the PNV [Basque 
Nationalist Party] to enter the government after the 
general election, and showed themselves in favor of ad 
hoc support for the party—whether it be the PSOE 
{Spanish Socialist Workers Party] or the People’s 
Party—which is able to govern after the election, as they 
emphasized at the meeting which they held for over one 
and a half hours at the Generalitat [Catalonian autono- 
mous government] Palace. 


The stance of the CDC [Democratic Convergence of 
Catalonia] and PNV chairmen stems from the fact that 
they both agree that “favorable conditions” for partici- 
pation in the government are unlikely to exist; that is, 
they deem it highly unlikely that the PSOE or the 
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People’s Party could accept the quids pro quo in eco- 
nomic and autonomy policy demanded of them, and the 
two men also believe that a strategy of ad hoc support, 
similar to that of the Union of the Democratic Center 
era, could be less hazardous and yield equally consider- 
able rewards. “Being in the government is not the same 
thing as supporting the government,” Xabier Arzallus 
explained, summing up the feeling on the matter which 
he shares with Jordi Pujol, who, for his part, stated that 
“ad hoc agreements are easier and less hazardous, and 
more effective from every viewpoint, but we will have to 
wait and see the circumstances.” 


In any event, the CDC and PNV leaders would not 
commit themselves publicly in any way, and preferred to 
await developments, although Xabier Arzallus stressed 
that he does not “see the PNV forming part of the 
government in Madrid,” and that, by exclusion, only a 
legislative pact or ad hoc support remains, while Jordi 
Pujol pointed out that “we will discuss what we must 
discuss after the election, but without having undertaken 
commitments and resisting any pressure from whatever 
quarter, so that the impression cannot be created that we 
are committed to anybody, because we are not.” The 
agreements did not give cause for the adoption of joint 
strategies, because, “although the PNV and CiU have 
coinciding interests, the situation is still so open that 
plans cannot be formulated, still less joint action,” 
Xabier Arzallus stated. 


It became clear that the harmony of views applied to the 
PSOE and the People’s Party alike, although the PNV 
chairman acknowledged that ““we have an additional 
difficulty with the People’s Party, which is that it has 
little influence in the Basque Country,” and he did not 
avoid replying to [People’s Party Chairman] Jose Maria 
Aznar’s recent assertion that the nationalist parties 
would go out of fashion by maintaining that “it is quite 
possible that the People’s Party will disappear before 
nationalist parties such as the PNV, which is going to 
reach the age of 100.” The meeting between Jordi Pujol 
and Xabier Arzallus was requested by Pujol in order to 
discover the PNV’s stance on the postelection frame- 
work; the occasion was used by Arzallus to exchange 
views with Josep Antoni Duran Lleida—to whom he 
gave the data from latest Sociological Research Center 
opinion poll, which the CDC had not yet supplied to 
him, despite the pledge made at the last CiU liaison 
committee meeting—and he also met with [CDC Secre- 
tary General] Miquel Roca. 
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Denmark 


* Daily: New Government Suffers ‘Metal Fatigue’ 


93EN0263A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 3 Mar 93 p 10 


[{Editorial: “Postponed or Abandoned”) 


[Text] The government has violated the physical laws of 
politics by reaching the metal fatigue stage in less than 
two months. Postponements due to lack of agreement 
alternate with total abandonment. Changes suddenly 
seem far more difficult to implement than they did in 
1992. The government does not even have the nerve to 
deal with improving the collection of outstanding public 
debts. 


The different laws and their divided administration are 
only part of the reason why the public sector has out- 
standing debts corresponding to an entire year of social 
security payments. In spite of this, subsidies are paid to 
people who owe the public sector money. As long as it 
involves different accounts and different collection 
groups and different legislation, this practice can go on 
forever and the debt is rising sharply in spite of 
numerous political agreements on making debt collec- 
tion more efficient. 

Among others, the Association of Sheriffs’ Deputies has 
often pointed out how outdated it is to maintain a 
divided collection system based on dissimilar laws. One 
would think, however, that it would be possible in this 
day and age to replace the Justice Ministry's peculiar 
system with something more modern, cohesive, and 
efficient. No matter whether it is a municipal or customs 
or tax Organization, as long as no more than one agency 
is involved. 


But current Justice Minister Pia Gjellerup, once so eager 
for reform, no longer has much to say about the need to 
reorganize the ministry. Tax Minister Ole Stavad has 
announced legislation that would enable the authorities 
to make deductions from child benefit checks if parents 
owe money to day care institutions. This sounds reason- 
able, but otherwise there are no Tax Ministry plans to 
improve the efficiency of public debt collection. The idea 
has not been postponed, it has been abandoned. That is 
because it is much too controversial. 


* Maastricht Supporters Seen Less Sure of 
Victory 


93EN0266A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE AFTEN in 
Danish 12-18 Mar 93 p 4 


[Article by Lars Olsen: “Opposition Sets Agenda; Union 
Adversaries Use Law To Create Uncertainty About 
Edinburgh Agreement—Supporters Retaliate With Eco- 
nomic ‘Fear Campaigns’, but Deeply Divided on Strat- 
egy”) 
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[Text] Two months before the referendum on 18 May, a 
familiar pattern can be discerned. Maastricht treaty 
supporters are slowly, but surely, losing terrain. While 
the forces which oppose the union treaty are setting the 
agenda, supporters are not yet out of the starting gate. 
The Liberals and Social Democrats are publicly fighting 
over who is to blame. 


The opposition front has, with great effectiveness, 
wielded the law as its primary weapon. A protracted 
juridical guerrilla war is intended to focus on the many 
unclarified issues in the Edinburgh Agreement and 
thereby pave the way for the central point in the anti- 
Maastricht strategy: that the politicians are hoodwinking 
the people, who must vote on the Maastricht treaty a 
second time. 


Powerful forces on the pro-Maastricht side have struck 
back with the economy. A no vote on 18 May will put 
Danish membership in the EC in jeopardy, and “that 
will have drastic effects on your wallet,” goes the mes- 
sage of some supporters. 


Campaign strategists in both camps have reviewed the 
Danish EC political opinion polls carefully: A quarter of 
the Danes want out of the EC, another quarter are 
disposed to very extensive integration, while the major- 
ity—the large middle group—s in favor of the EC and a 
strong, pragmatic cooperation, but against movement 
toward a European United States. 


For both pro- and anti-Maastricht sides, the middle 
group holds the key to a majority. Both camps attempt to 
define the issue in terms that will woo the middle group 
over to their side. Powerful forces on the pro-Maastricht 
side seek to make the referendum into a decision on EC 
membership itself, while the opposition praises the EC 
and the inner market—and restricts its fire to the union 
treaty. 


British Guests 


One of the prominent figures of the anti-Maastricht 
forces—Niels I. Meyer of the June Movement— 
describes the battle plan in this way: “Our strategy is to 
demonstrate that the national compromise on EC policy 
was not fulfilled by the agreement in Edinburgh. We will 
make it clear that our partners in the EC do not regard 
the Edinburgh Agreement as a modification of the Maas- 
tricht treaty. And, by this means, we will arrive at this 
conclusion: that the Danes are being made to vote again 
on virtually the same thing.” 


A similar tone was set last weekend by Nodvendigt 
Forum, the second-largest anti-Maastricht organization. 
During a meeting in Herning, the organization 
demanded an independent juridical study of the Edin- 
burgh Agreement. While the June Movement draws its 
strength from the political left in the big cities, Nodven- 
digt Forum is strongest among nonsocialist opponents of 
the Union on Funen and in Jutland. 
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The central message of the anti-Maastricht forces also 
burst upon the media on several occasions when Den- 
mark received « flying visit from three British jurists. 
The three jurists—Leolin Price, Michael Shrimpton, and 
Martin Howe—concluded in their analysis of the Edin- 
burgh Agreement that the special Danish dispensation 
did nothing to change the Maastricht treaty. 

However, the three jurists are not wholly impartial 
experts. They are all active in the British anti-Maastricht 
movement. Their legal analysis was undertaken for the 
benefit of the center in Great College Street, which is 
under the aegis of two central figures of the nationalist 
wing of the Conservative Party—Bill Cash, a member of 
Parliament, and Lord MacAlphine, party treasurer 
under Margaret Thatcher. 

These same three lawyers who visited Denmark are, 
according to the British daily, THE GUARDIAN, “at 
the heart of the process” unfolding at the anti-Maastricht 
center, which is presently waging legal guerrilla warfare 
with brilliant success against British ratification of the 
Maastricht treaty. It is a masterpiece that is destined, 
thanks to the international networking of the anti- 
Maastricht forces, to have a crucial impact on the 
Danish campaign up through 18 May. 


On the other hand, union adversaries have no plans for 
presenting economic or political alternatives to the 
Maastricht and Edinburgh Agreements. On this subject, 
they are strongly divided. While the Progress Party and 
the rightist faction of the opposition front are in favor of 
the EC and the inner market, the leading forces of the 
June Movement regard a no vote on 18 May as the 
beginning of a break with the entire EC integration 
process. This aspect is simply soft-pedaled—for the sake 
of the middle voters. 


Panic in the Pro-Maastricht Camp 

While an active and purposive opposition front is honing 
its themes, the large pro-Maastricht majority is shrinking 
in the opinion polls: 54 percent on 7 February, 52 
percent on | March, 50 percent on 7 March—a famililar 
curve. In the wings, the pro-M.astricht campaign people 
are filled with “panic” and “completely beside them- 
selves”—as one of them expressed it. 


Prominent forces in the pro-Maastncht organizations— 
both on the side of business and the unions— 
experienced the campaign leading up to 2 June as a 
“vain” attempt ai a political debate on Europe. This 
time, consequently, they are keeping to the “the sure 
thing”—the economy, and the fact that Danish member- 
ship in the EC will be placed in jeopardy by a new 
rejection. Last week a report was published by the 
Finance Ministry which predicted 150,000 more unem- 
ployed after a no vote on 18 May. Yet behind this 
prediction lay a very questionable political assumption: 
that a no vote will lead Denmark out of the EC and over 
into the European Economic Area between the EC and 
EFTA [European Free Trade Association]. Prime Min- 
ister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen appealed to the pocketbook 
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when he warned on Tuesday about the consequences of 
a no vote. In such case, uncertainty would rule the day 
with regard to interest rates, business dispositions, or the 
opportunity for effecting a collective upturn in the 
European economy. 


Even so, the Social Democrats are divided on strategy. 
One wing—including Finance Minister Mogens Lykket- 
oft, Ritt Bjerregaard, and Nyrup adviser Ralf Pit- 
telkow—wants to emphasize the drastic economic con- 
sequences of a no vote. In contrast, another group, 
including EC Chairman Ove Fich, supports a more 
restrained approach. 

The Liberal Party, however, is not in doubt. The cam- 
paign leading up to 18 May will stress a yes or no to the 
EC: “If we vote no, there is but one way: out of the 
EC—with all its serious economic repercussions,” said 
party secretary Claus Hjort Frederiksen. The Liberal 
campaign will be “a blend” of warnings against a rejec- 
tion and positive messages such as support for East 
Europe and less bureaucracy in the EC. 


SF Carries the Burden 


Still the Maastricht supporters have not yet emerged in 
earnest from the starting gate. Paradoxically, the pro- 
Maastricht campaign is carried on chiefly by the 
Socialist People’s Party [SF], which in a long series of 
chronicles, interviews, and commentary has sought to 
sell the pro-union position to a reluctant support base. 
On Tuesday, Holger K. Nielsen asked for Social Demo- 
cratic and Radical Liberal assistance: 


“It is chiefly the opposition that has conducted the 
debate, while the Socialist People’s Party ale ne has had 
to carry the burden of defending the pro-Maastricht 
side,” said the hard-pressed SF party chairman. 


SF's key argument is the special agreement made in 
Edinburgh, which is viewed as SF's own handiwork. But, 
im contrast to a major portion of the pro-Maastricht 
faction, the SF leadership also stresses the political side 
of the EC: that closer cooperation will safeguard the 
environment, as well as ensure wage earners’ rights in the 
inner market, increased employment, and support for 
reforms in eastern Europe. 


The Social Democrats place great emphasis on a joint 
European employment plan, which is a key issue under 
the Danish EC chairmanship leading up to the summit 
meeting in Copenhagen. Monday will mark the 
launching of the more “outgoing” Social Democratic 
Maastricht campaign: 


“We will emphasize the good reasons for voting in favor: 
greater cooperation on the environment, the social 
dimension, and foreign policy. But we will also point out 
that Denmark, on the basis of the Edinburgh Agreement. 

occupies a secondary position in the EC, and that this 
can only be changed through a new referendum.” said 
EC Chairman Ove Fich. 
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On the other hand, a “restrained” approach has been 
chosen regarding the consequences of a no vote. A no 
vote will not take Denmark out of the EC, Fich believes. 
Instead, he points out other dangers arising from a new 
rejection: that a number of EC nations led by Germany 
and France will create a new center of power in Europe 
or that it will result in a lengthy crisis within the EC. 

“There is a risk that the entire EC cooperative effort will 
erode and slowly dissolve. We already have in Europe a 
dangerous cocktail of unemployment, nationalism, and 
huge influxes of refugees, and in this situation a crisis in 
the EC is a very dangerous thing,” Fich commented. 


Prospective Presidential Candidate Favors EC 
Membership 


LD2603 194993 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1700 26 Mar 93 
[Text] Secretary of State Martti Ahtisaari, who is seeking 


adhering to it is in keeping with our national interest, 
emphasized that the stabilization of democracy in 
Russia is important for Finiand’s security and pros- 





ext] The United States has offered the countries of the 
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Poland, and Russia. In addition to St. Petersburg, Russia 
also has the Kaliningrad area on the Baltic coast. 


Jaakko Laajava, head of the political department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, says that the invitation came 
through the military authorities. 


[Begin Laajava recording] A two-stage exercise is con- 
cerned, * which the first stage would practise actions 
connected with shipping as well as with search and 
rescue operations, and this would provide an opportu- 
nity to practise cooperation with the Baltic coastal states. 
This is the initial stage of the exercise, and it is intended 
to take place 8-11 June. The exercise will continue later 
with the second stage, which is a more military exercise, 
and that is intended chiefly for the members of the 
alliance. [end recording] 


Head of Department Laajava thinks that Finland could 
take part in the sea rescue exercise as an observer. As 
matters stand, Finland will not send men or equipment 
to the exercise. 


SVENSKA DAGBLADET presented in today’s issue a 
NATO map, according to which the Gulf of Bothnia, up 
to Haaparanta, is NATO's operational area. Head of 
Department Laajava does not know of such a map. 


[Begin recording] [Laajava] I do not know the thinking in 
the SVENSKA DAGBLADET story nor do I know the 
map, so I cannot really comment on it. 


[Pontinen] Head of Department Laajava, why is the 
United States proposing such exercises in the Baltic at 
this time? 


{Laajava] I have the impression that there have been 
similar ideas for cooperation circulating earlier, a year 
ago. 


[Pontinen]} But why just now? 


{Laajava] Weil, this perhaps is a reflection of the new 
Europe in which we live now where new forms of 
cooperation are being sought. In my view this is an 
+ <Ment example of it. [end recording) 


According to the Foreign Ministry, all states of the Baltic 
will decide on their possible participation alone. There 
will be no joint decision by the states. As matters stand, 
Sweden will send sea rescue equipment. Head of Depart- 
ment Laajava cannot or does not want to say yet who in 
Finland will make a decision on possible participation. 
Any calls and requests for explanations are referred by 
— — of Defense to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 
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ne CARD Ses CURES Ce Saenouneee 


LD2603 194893 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1530 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Report by correspondent Matti Vaisanen including 





Se Regen, Se See Vee leadership is 
cool toward Finnish participation in enforcing peace 
through military force. General Headquarters’ rhief 
Liewtenant-Colonel Gustav Hagglund says that the tra- 
ditional peace-keeping service suits Finland better. Hag- 
glund would leave enforcement duties to the big powers. 


[Hagglund] “Generally speaking, my opinion is that the 
peace enforcement operations should be left to the big 


mete, Grumete te Un ouuet awe Gm conan the & 
They have trained troops, they have traditions of gun- 
boat diplomacy and the use of force in distant lands to 
protect their own interests and goals. We lack all of this.” 


[Vaisanen] Lieutenant-General Hagglund says that our 
troops have been equipped and trained merely for the 
defense of our own country. In addition, the weaponry 
and other equipment do not very easily suit actual 
military operations as part of an international peace 
enforcement force. Hagglund also doubts that there is 
sufficient political will: 

[Hagglund] “I am not so sure that the Finns are so 
prepared to accept participation in military action, and 
this would also require legislative changes before it is 
possible to implement it within the present legislation.” 
The debate about Finland's participation in enforcing 
peace was opened by Premier Esko Aho in January. 
Speaking at the opening of the National Defense 
Academy, Aho called on Finns to prepare to adopt a 
stand, when necessary, on the use of fighting troops in 
cases decided by the United Nations or the CSCE. 
Defense Minister Elisabeth Rehn, reflecting the views of 
the troops, has had reservations with regard to the idea 
and has recommended that Finland should limit itself to 
the traditional peace-keeping operations. Rehn, too, has 
called for an extensive and thorough debate on the 
matter and preparations in the government and the Diet 
before any final decisions are made. 


“What if the country’s political leadership decided to 
participate in a peace enforcement operation in some 
crisis hotbed, Lieutenant-General [as heard] Hagglund? 


[Hagglund] “Without question it is our tradition that our 
Armed Forces obey the government, and in that case the 
Defense Forces would do their best to fulfill the tasks set 
to us by the state leadership, although readiness is not at 


a very high level.” 


According to Hagglund, with a few months’ notice it 
would be possible to provide for an operation, for 
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construction troops, a military police unit, and a naval 
ship unit to supervise a blockade. Hagglund thinks that, 
if necessary, it would be possible to find in Finland a 
sufficient number of adventurous volunteers who could 
form an infantry battalion to take part in actual fighting. 
Thus Finland could, Hagglund says, fly the flag and show 
that it bears its own part of international responsibility. 
If, to go even further, Finland would have to establish, 
equip, and train fighting units from professional or 
contract soldiers, which would take years and cost a lot. 


Probe Sought Into Role in ‘Crisis-Control 
Operations 


LD2603 194193 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1700 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Jaakko Blomberg, Foreign Ministry political 
under secretary of state, wants an investigation of Fin- 
land’s military participation in international crisis- 
conirol operations. In his view, participation in crisis- 
control and ing Operations should be defined 
as part of the duties of the defense forces. At the same 
time, a national peacekeeping fund should be formulated 
as part of the defense forces’ funding. 


Admiral Jan Klenberg, commander of the defense forces, 
has noted that the traditional peacekeeping service suits 
Finland best. Under Secretary of State Blomberg con- 
siders it possible that when joining the EC Finland could, 
while preserving its present military nonalignment, par- 
ticipate in the crisis-control operations of the Western 
European Union as an observer. 


Ammunition Shipment for Estonia Via Kotka 


93P50130A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 26 Mar 93 p 9 


[Article by Sven Wikstrom: “Arms Shipment for Esto- 
nian Defense Forces Awaiting Transit Permit in Kotka™] 


[Text] Kotka—An arms shipment on its way from China 
to Estonia is awaiting a transit permit while being held in 
the bonded warehouse in the port of Kotka. The ammu- 
nition was ordered by the Estonia defense forces. 


Export or transiting of military weapons and ammuni- 
tion requires a permit from the Finnish Defense Min- 
istry. The release permit will be decided on Friday [26 
March]. 


The ammunition shipment arrived in Kotka from China 
via Hamburg, since there are no direct shipping connec- 
tions from Hamburg to Tallinn. 


More than half of the 1 5-ton shipment consisted of 9mm 
pistol cartridges. According to the Finnish agent, the 
remainder is made up of 7.62mm rifle cartridges. 
Depending on the casings, the rounds may be adaptable 
to Finnish and Russian military rifles, automatic rifles, 
and Maxim machine guns used during World War II. 











Yards Materiaalitekniikka in Tampere, the Technical 
Research Center of Finland [VTT], the Helsinki Univer- 
sity of Technology, and the Navy. In addition to ships, 
the new material can be used to coat military and civilian 
targets, from tanks to nuclear power stations. The mate- 
rial is superior in comparison with foreign alternatives. 
It reduces better than other materials radar reflections, 
tolerates difficult weather conditions, and is also com- 
petitive with regard to price. The work to develop the 
laminated plastic-based coating was started because for- 
eign coatings did not stand up to the Baltic winter. The 
final result reduces the radar signals reflected by metallic 
surfaces to as little as one hundredth of the usual, which 
is of great military significance, according to VTT. 


With the achievement of this result, it was easy to turn 
attention to other countries, and deals are at present 
being discussed with their armed forces. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has issued a list of countries to which the 
invention can be exported. [passage omitted on remarks 
by the director of Tampella Finn-Yards about commer- 
cial expectations. ] 


The only weakness found in the antiradar plastic is that 
it is too heavy to be used in aircraft. 
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* Union Leader Warns on Youth Jobless Rate 


93EN0238C Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 27 Feb 93 pC 1 


[Article by Christer Nilsson: “Union Warns of Riots; 
Risk of Social Unrest in Finland When Security Net Is 
Ruptured” ] 

[Text] The public is about to lose its patience with the 
government's failed policy. It could lead to riots 
throughout the country when the social security net is 
further ruptured by new cutbacks. 


The warning comes from FFC’s chief negotiator, Raimo 
Kantola. The Finnish unions’ central organization cor- 
responds to Sweden's LOU [Swedish Confederation of 
Trade Unions] and is the largest centralized union orga- 
“It is bubbling beneath the surface and the pressure is 
increasing as more and more become unemployed. Many 
members feei that the FFC leadership must take stronger 
measures against the worsening effects of the Aho gov- 
ernment. We are not threatening to strike or launch other 
actions, rather to warn of what may come. The govern- 
ment’s announced cutbacks of approximately 20 billion 
markkas cannot be carried out without significant 
impact upon social security. Then, real distress is close at 
hand,” said Kantola. 


The FFC house is located on Hagnas Square in Helsinki. 
Even in bitter wind and below zero weather, commerce 
continues in the square. The cheapest goods are the ones 
that are selling. 


Raimo Kantola believes that in just six months it could 
become necessary for the union to set up a central dole 
reminiscent of the thirties in order to distribute food to 
the needy. Soup kitchens on the square could be reality 
sooner than anyone thinks. 


Without « Foothold 


“Approximately 100,000 of the unemployed are youths 
under age 25. And it speaks for itself that when a whole 
generation of young people is unable gain a foothold in 
the workforce, it can lead to aggressivity,” he said. 


“We have the same industrial productivity as in 1989, 
but with 100,000 fewer employed in the sector. FFC 
members have gone along with two zero contracts in a 
row. We would need an increase of 10 percent in 
purchasing power to compensate us for the social secu- 
rity cutbacks. And now, in addition, employers want to 
scrap the contract system. That problem will certainly 
crop up during next autumn’s contract negotiations,” 
said Kantola. 


At the same time, a wave of uninsured will flood the 
society. After 500 days, unemployment insurance lapses 
and already there are 15,000 people whose benefits have 
run out. By autumn, the figure will approach 100,000. 
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This is what is already causing many to express their 


the 
political system in jeopardy. = * —* one 
ala canna tates milar 


It would be different if the people under protest were to 
come out into the streets and marketplaces and demand 
change. Then the unions would certainly put aside their 
principled stance and march along with them. 


[Box, p C 1] 


Finland's Crisis Deepens 

The situation in Finland is worsening very rapidly. The 
economy is going down the tubes and compared with the 
depression of the 1930's, this time it is twice as bad. 
Massive unemployment prevails, every fifth Finn is out 
of work. For youths, it is worse yet, as every third person 
under 25 years of age is unemployed this year. 


$00,000 unemployed. 

20 businesses go under every day. 
Social security is diminishing. 

Banks are undergoing liquidation. 
Wages and other benefits are declining. 
Suicide is on the rise. 

Many debtors are going to jail. 

The political crisis is intensifying. 


* Union Urges Return to Centralized Wage Pact 


93EN0238D Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 27 Feb 93 p C 4 


[Article by Christer Nilsson: “Finnish Wages May Fall; 
Tough Confrontation Expected Between Unions and 
Employers”} 


[Text] Lower wages is the Finnish employer's prescription 
for controlling the crisis and revving up the economy. This 


means they are already gearing up for tough wage nego- 
tiations later in the year. 
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“We cannot expect any significant expansion in the 
export sector if we do not come to grips with high costs. 


Riski and his colleagues are ensconced in a large house 
located on the south embankment in Helsinki where they 
are able to view the entire entrance to the harbor from 
their window. But no matter how hard one looks, neither 
favorable tides nor a following wind may be discerned. 
Only headwinds, a storm over the entire Finnish 
economy. 


“It has to be worse before it can get better,” he said 
quietly. 


Common Problem 


The Finnish version of the SAF [Swedish Employers’ 
Association] and the Federation of Swedish Industries 
have merged and are commonly called Industry and 
Employers. Approximately 10,000 businesses with half a 
million wage earners in the private sector are included 
under this new umbrella. The organization began to 
pom cy ap pen ap hed nu bn agate 
come in this autumn’s contract negotiations. 


The confrontation between the unions and the 
employers will take place in the shadow of the crisis, 
further complicating an already difficult situation. The 
government cutbacks are hitting the wage earner hard 
and also fuel the demand for recompense at the negoti- 
ating table. 


Riski makes it clear that there is no slack for wages and 
is aware that this will be the source of a good deal of 
friction during the negotations. 


“At the moment I feel that we have an excelleni climate 
for discussions with the union, but no one knows how it 
will look in the fall. The government must cut back on 
public expenditures while the unions want to preserve all 
their benefits intact. This conflict can obviously compli- 
cate our discussions,” he said. 


Change the System 


As in Sweden, employers here wish to fundamentally 
alter the system of negotiation and just as determinedly 
the unions strive against “the gutting of minimal secu- 
rity.” Riski believes that many rules are too inflexible, 
and thus adversely affect wage earners in the form of 
higher unemployment. 


“As it is now, a business can only lay off or terminate 
employees when the operation has to be downsized. If 
the unions would instead go along with lower wages, the 
personnel would stay with the company and an increase 
in the number of the unemployed could be curbed,” he 
said. 

The contract under negotiation in October will set the 
terms for the labor market overall. At that time, the 
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employers will stipulate their demands for a change in 
the rules, and that will include the portion pertaining to 
wages as well. 

“It is my vision to have wages determined at the locale. 
How it will turn out in the fall depends upon which 
issues are on the table. Recently, we saw it as a positive 
sign that the central union organizations had a mandate 
from their member associations to sign a contract, but 
over the long term we hope to have wages set at the 
business level,” said Riski. 


to a market economy, enabling Finland to participate in 
international free trade and in European integration. 
The FFC is demanding that the government and busi- 
ness and labor organizations immediately draw up an 
industrial strategy directed toward increasing export. 
These are some of the points in the program: 


* The FFC is looking for a decision to build a fifth 

nuclear power plant. 

It wants a rescue program for medium-sized busi- 

nesses. 

Investments by the business sector should be subsi- 

dized, while tax penalties could be contemplated for 

businesses which do not invest. 

¢ Infrastructure investment in hydropower, railroads, 
highways, harbors, and airline linkages should be 
implemented earliest possible. This could also include 
projects in adjacent areas such as in the Baltic states 
or St. ae 

¢ Siabilization the economy must be achieved 
through guaranteeing the banks. 


Government Agrees to Budget Cut of ‘Billions of 
LD3103193193 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1800 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] The government agreed at its evening meeting on 
new expenditure cuts totalling billions of markkas. 
Through savings measures, the government intends to 
cut expenditures by a total of 45 billion Finnish markkas 
in the next three years. The government will have talks 
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on ways of making the savings with the labor organiza- 
tions and the opposition in the next few weeks. The 


and by changing the basis according to which employ- 
ment pensions are determined. The government pro- 
poses that employment pensions be determined on the 
basis of the entire employment record. Through these 
savings, the government intends to halt the rise in the 
state debt by 1997. At that time the state debi could be at 
most 70 percent of GNP. According to the government, 
the decisions taken at the evening meeting are based on 
the targets agreed yesterday by the joint Economic 
Council! of the government and the interest groups. 


Trade Union Oz poses Decisions 


LD3103195293 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1800 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] According to Lauri thalainen, chairman of the 
Federation of Finnish Trade Unions, the decisions taken 
by the government at its evening meeting are unaccept- 
able even as a basis for negotiation. Ihalainen said in an 
interview with TV News that the implementation of the 
decisions without the support of the opposition may lead 
to social unrest. 


Norway 


Government Prepared To Leave IWC Over 
Whaling Conflict 

PM0104112693 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 31 Mar 93 p A6 


{Unattributed report: “Norway Asserts Its Right To 
Whale”} 

[Text] Norway is threatening to leave ihe International 
Whaling Commission, [WC, if the IWC does not accept 
the Norwegian decision to resume the commercial 
hunting of lesser rorquals this summer. Today represen- 
tatives from several of the IWC countries are holding an 
informal meeting in Stockholm. Norway is working flat 
out to win an understanding for its decision before the 
IWVC annual meeting in Japan in May. 


“Norway wants to give the Whaling Commission 
another chance to demonstrate its credibility as an 
administrative body. But if at this year’s meeting in 
Japan the majority of member countries continue to 
push the IWC in the direction of becoming an interna- 
tional body for the long-term protection of whales and of 
a ban on all commercial whaling, the governmeni will be 
forced to review Norway's membership of the IWC. But 
we would ideally like to achieve a solution within the 
framework of the 1WC,” Fisheries Minister Jan Henry T. 
Olsen said. 
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Nevertheless at its meeting in Glasgow last year 
decided to extend the moratorium on all whaling whi 
was introduced in 1982. 
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Environmental organizations fear that if Norway 


an even greater threat of extinction will also be resumed. 


Fisheries Minister Olsen is upset that opponents of 
whaling, both inside and outside the IWC, resort to 


ethical ts when scientific arguments are no 
longer ient to prevent Norway from resuming com- 
mercial whaling. 


One of Norway's main arguments for again allowing 
commercial whaling is that the lesser rorquals represent 
a threat to th: Norwegian fishing industry. The lesser 
rorqual chiefly feeds on herring, mackerel, capelin, and 
sand lance. However, there are as yet no reliable figures 


able to support this argument. 
During Norway's scientific whaling program last year the 
method used to kill the whales was criticized. As 


an hour after the harpoon entered its body. Eight percent 


Kyoto, Japan, at the beginning of May. 
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Kulimann Five on Government Prospects, Jobs 


PM 3003161293 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
26 Mar 93 p 13 


[Interview with Conservative Party chairman Kaci Kull- 

mann Five by Ole Nygaard; date, place not given] 

[Text] “Not in the least bit unrealistic,” Kaci Kullmann 

Five said of the possibility of a Conservative Party 

—— after the election. The party's national con- 
begins today. 


{Nygaard] What is the parliamentary base for such a 
government? 


[Kullmann Five] First I want to say what it is not. It is 
not the Labor Party, not the Socialist Left Party, and not 
the Center Party. In reality there are two other parties 
from which the Conservative Party can seek support on 
some major issues, namely the Christian People’s Party 
and the Progress Party. 

[Nygaard] In the present Storting the three parties you 
mentioned last are clearly in the minority, and there is 
nothing in the opinion polls to indicate that this will 
change after the election. How can a government be built 
on such a weak parliamentary base? 


{Kallmann Five] Opinion polls are not elections. The 
greater the support among voters for the Conservative 
Party's policies, the greater the chance of getting a 
Conservative Party government. Even if we do not make 
it into government, it will be an important signal, for the 
other parties too, if the Conservative Party does well in 
the election. Those who want more Conservative policies 
should therefore vote for us. This fall's Storting elections 
confront the voters with a clear choice between two 
minority governments, the Labor Party and the Conser- 
vative Party. 


[Nygaard] But if we look at the simple figures: At 
present, of the 165 Storting deputies the Labor Party, the 
Socialist People’s Party, and the Center Party together 
have 91, while the three parties behind a Conservative 
Party government have 73. How realistic is it then for 
the Conservative Party to achieve a majority with which 
it is able to govern? 


[Kullmann Five] We will fight all the way to the finishing 
line for maximum support for the policies we think are 
best for Norway. The opinion polls also show that 40 
percent of voters have not decided how they will vote in 
the elections. The mass of voters is much more fluid than 
it was. This enormous body of uncertainty means a 
considerable chance of gains-——and also a considerable 
chance of losses for all parties. 

[Nygaard] Is the Center Party a nonsocialist party? 


{[Kullmann Five] No. When we talk about a possible 
nonsocialist election victory we are not including the 
Center Party. With its backing for a planned economy 
and regulation of the market the party has moved very 
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was once a nonsocialist party. the Storting 
the party places itself to the left of the Labor Party and of 
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could form a government with the Progress Party? 


{Kullmann Five] No, not in cooperation in government 
SS SS eee cone a2 Se eee © today, but we 


if 
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move votes from the Left to the Right. 


[Nygaard] Is the Conservative Party more isolated in 
Norwegian politics than it was three years ago? 


Kuilmann Five] We see it like that, bearing in mind the 


while a government enjoys reports about what it does 
every single day. It is impossible for an opposition party 
to get across the whole range of its policies in the same 
way as a government party. 


[Nygaard] Are you tired of being in opposition? 

{[Kullmann Five} | am not tired of being a politician. It 
gives you an opportunity to push things in the right 
direction. But the goal is of course government influence. 


[Nygaard] What is the most important thing the Conser- 
vative Party has achieved in the current Storting term? 


8 on Five] Unfortunately very little because we 
, oted down. But Norway has now applied for 

wl» Secship. That is a victory. The EEA [European 
Ecom . Area] agreement is home and dry. I am happy 
about that. And we got clear improvements in the tax 
reforms, even though we proposed much bigger changes. 


[Nygaard] Is there any chance of becoming a member of 
the EC given the large majority on the no side? 


[Kullmann Five] | am more concerned with the large 
bloc of don’t knows. We have to use our abilities to 
persuade the doubters. It is they who will decide the 
issue. I think that the outcome of the negotiations, 
particularly with regard to fishing and agriculture, will 
mean much for how people finally vote. 


[Nygaard] The Conservative Party believes that its pol- 
icies will produce more jobs. Many European countries 
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with nonsocialist/Conservative governments have very 
high unemployment. Are you not promising too much 
here? 


{Kulimann Five] The voters would do best to look at 
Norwegian political life. When Kare Willoch took over 
as prime minister after Gro Hariem Brundtland in 198i 
he succeeded in reducing unemployment over time. 
When unemployment was up around 80,000 the | May 
slogans were that Willoch had to go. Now unemployment 
is up around 200,000. Under Brundtland’s next govern- 
ment unemployment rose sharply, while Jan P. Syse 
succeeded in stabilizing it in the course of a year. Since 
Brundtland took over again unemployment has 
exploded. Naturally it is not only government policy 
which affects unemployment. But Norway is putting too 
much into state solutions. We need more jobs and the 
creation of more wealth in the private sector. This is 
something the Labor Party is failing to achieve. The 
Conservative Party is concentrating its efforts here 


[Nygaard] Would you say that in its economic poly *bhe 
Labor Party has become more concerned with th: 
market and free competition and is thus fighting on the 
Conservative Party's half of the pitch? 


{[Kulimann Five] The Labor Party is more market- 
oriented in word, but much too little in action. The 
state's share of Norwegian industry and commerce is 
increasing. The party shows little interest in getting our 
two largest banks back into private hands. Labor Party 
people say that they will reduce our huge budget deficit. 
but it is simply increasing. Seventy percent of what is 
produced in this country comes under the public budget. 
For the Conservative Party this is completely unaccept- 
able. Our air is to reduce this share to 50 percent, even 
though this will take time. 


{[Nygaard] What is the Conservative Party's most impor- 
tant card in the elections? 


{[Kullmann Five} The emphasis on the creation of more 
wealth and freedom of choice—something that gives 
security. (endall) 26 mar aw/wylie/px 30/1649z mar WC 
660 


Conservative Party Launches Prime Ministerial 
Candidate 

PM0104 141293 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
27 Mar 93 p 2 


[Geir Salvesen report: “Conservatives Want a New 
Course: Hard a Starboard”) 


[Text] An aggressive Conservative Party yesterday [26 
March] launched Kaci Kullmann Five as its prime 
ministerial candidate. The target is government power in 
the fall. 


“It is the judgment of the voters which will decide. And 
the bigger the Conservative Party grows, the greater the 
chance of forming a government,” Conservative Party 
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leader Kaci Kullmann Five said after being formally 


“Around 40 percent of voters have not made up thei: 
minds. The only certain thing is that everything is 


uncertain. It is not the commentators who decide—it is 
the voters who decide,” the Conservative leader said. 
She made no mention of couperation with any parties 
which would be able to help the Conservative Party to 
power. 

The Conservative Party's new slogan in the lead-up to 
the election campaign is that “Norway needs a new 
deal.” In a speech which many people judged to be the 
party leader's best speech hitherto she delivered the 
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The Conservative Party leader placed special emphasis 
on the finances of families with children and rejected all 
measures likely to undermine their position. 


“These families do the most important job i in our soci- 


in taxes, high interest rates, increases in value-added tax, 
and attacks on child benefit payments.” 


Five dismissed accusations that through her proposal for 
cash support for the parents of small children she wants 
to force women back into the kitchen. 


“That is an accusation which makes me fire on all 
cylinders,” she said. 


conference both liked and recognized. The struggle 
against tax increases, in the form of increases in value- 
added tax and future increases in taxes on property, was 
given high priority. 

“In the Labor Party's use of language ‘approximately the 
same level of taxation’ only means tax increases,” she 
said. The Conservative Party distances itself from new 
refuse levies which the Labor Party's spokesmen have 
proposed: 
“Income-related refuse collection levies are garbage,” 
Five said. 


The Conservative Party will not make this election 
campaign into an EC election campaign. The party 
leader made this clear yesterday. 

“This is not because we do not want to take part fully in 
the debate which is taking place now and which will 
continue all the way to the referendum. But the EC issue 
must be settled in its own referendum, when the majority 
of the people will decided whether or not Norway should 
become a member,” Five said. She said that leading 
figures on the no side, including those in the Center 
Party, want to make the whole referendum into a fool's 
game because they are unwilling to accept the result. 


Kuilmann Five held up a smoked salmon during her 
speech and drove home the point that it had been reared 
in Norway—and smoked and packed in Belgium. This 
means that Norway is losing the large income that is 
linked to the processing of raw materials—income that 
we will guarantee through EC membership. 


The debate after the party leader's speech confirmed 
many people's impression of a party at peace with itself. 
But today there is the debate on cash support for the 
parents of small children, and then the frictions will 
become visible. 


Conservatives ‘Willing To Form a Government 


PM0104152693 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
29 Mar 93 p 3 


[Geir Salvesen report: “United Conservative Party 
Wants Power™] 


[Text] A united Conservative Party ended its national 
conference in Oslo yesterday [28 March] after a weekend 
of mutual encouragement—and with a much more 
clearly articulated determination to win government 
power than most people had expected in advance. Party 
leader Kaci Kullmann Five, who did not face a reelection 
battle this time, stated that the Conservative Party is 
willing to form a government alone, with support from 
the Christian People’s and Progress parties in issue- 
by-issue Cooperation. 
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“Today the Labor Party and the Conservative Party 
appear to be more or less the same size. This is an 
opportunity we must exploit. We will cooperate with all 
who pursue nonsocialist policies, and will give Norway a 
new deal,” she said in her closing speech to the national 
conference. The Conservative Party has never said no to 
cooperation on nonsocialist policies. The EC issue 
means that the only possible alternative is a minority 
government, either from the Labor Party or from the 
Conservative Party, which is founded on cooperation 
from issue to issue. 


At a press conference after the national conference 
Kullmann Five clarified this by saying that the only 
parties which can be considered for partnership in coop- 
eration are the Christian People’s Party and the Progress 
Party. 


“There have already been a fair number of issues on 
which the Christian People’s Party has voted together 
with the Conservative Party and on which the Progress 
Party has also fallen into line after the party had its own 
initial proposals voted down,” she said. But is it really 
possible to pursue responsible policies with a party like 
the Progress Party as support? she was asked. 


“That depends on how the Progress Party behaves. 
There is uncertainty in important areas. For example, 
the party has done a turnabout on the Maastricht agree- 
ment, but this is an issue which in the end the voters will 
decide,” the party leader said. She dismissed speculation 
that the Conservative Party had originally wanted to use 
the UNI Storebrand affair in the Storting to create a 
storm around the government. 


“We in the Conservative Party do not engage in politics 
like that,” the Conservative leader said. The party is now 
waiting for [Finance Minister] Sigbjorn Johnsen’s and 
the Finance Ministry's explanations of the investigative 
report’s critical conclusions. 


She also dismissed questions about whether the Conser- 
vative Party has not moved to the right at this confer- 
ence. The real world has changed dramatically compared 
with four years ago. Then we did not have 200,000 
unemployed or a budget deficit of 50 billion kroner. New 
realities require tough action and tough priorities, she 
said. 


Labor Party leader Thorbjorn Jagland has attacked the 
Conservative Party for representing a greed culture. In 
her closing speech Kaci Kullmann Five said that it 
cannot be greed when the Conservative Party states that 
we cannot push the burdens onto posterity by working 
with budgets with a deficit. 


“We will spend more money than the Labor Party in 
some areas. But we have prepa. cd cuts elsewhere which 
are much larger than the extra spending. There is no 
greed in bringing a budget into better balance,” she said. 


The national conference ended to the music of Monty 
Python's “Always Look on the Bright Side of Life.” For 
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the party leaders this was a good national conference, 
with little or no opposition, and a united party behind 
them. No proposals for changes in the Storting election 
program were adopted which had not been approved by 
the leadership. And with a touch of triumph the party 
leader was able to te!l the press that the proposal for cash 
support for the parents of small children “was consider- 
ably less controversial than you might have imagined 
from reading the press.” 


Sweden 


Foreign Minister af Ugglas’ U.S. Visit Noted 


PM 3003 140093 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 27 Mar 93 p All 


[Bengt Albons report: “Meeting Without Cordiality”] 


[Text] Washington—In a visit to U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher Swedish Foreign Minister Marga- 
retha af Ugglas has made the first Swedish contact with 
the Clinton administration. 


According to af Ugglas, this means that the foundation 
has been laid for a constructive dialogue between the 
United States and Sweden. 


When he received Margaretha af Ugglas the U.S. secre- 
tary of state said that “in many ways Sweden leads the 
field in the attempts to create peace around the world.” 
In his ncncommittal statement he also underlined the 
importance of the fact that Sweden currently holds the 
chairmanship of the CSCE. 


At a news conference after her half hour of talks with 
Warren Christopher Margaretha af Ugglas said that she 
had received a “very good impression of the U.S. secre- 
tary of state.” 


“My visit shows that we have excellent chances of 
establishing good contacts with the new administration,” 
af Ugglas said. 


During her two days in Washington she also met Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s security policy adviser, Anthony 
Lake, Assistant Defense Secretary William Perry, and a 
number of senators. 


The talks has convinced the Swedish foreign minister 
that the United States “has an interest in continuing the 
dialogue with Sweden” and views “Sweden as an inter- 
esting partner in talks.” 


During a visit a year ago, when Republican George Bush 
was still president, Prime Minister Carl Bildt said that 
relations between Sweden and the United States had 
never been better. Margaretha af Ugglas avoided 
answering the question whether things are as good now 
that the United States has a Democrat president in the 
shape of Bill Clinton. 
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“There is good reason to build on the fact that relations 
were so good when Carl Bildt was here,” the foreign 
But the heartiness which characterized Bildt’s visit and 
the lavish praise Bush and Bildt heaped on each other 


was in sharp contrast to Margaretha af Ugglas’ cautious 
assessment of the Clinton administration. 


The most positive thing she had to say was: “] like the 
fact that there are so mary women in prominent posi- 
tions in the new administration.” 


Margaretha af Ugglas’ talks with Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher Margaretha af Ugglas dealt chiefly 
with developments in Russian and the former Yugo- 
slavia. She expressed the hope that the United States will 
soon appoint a new ambassador to Stockholm and 
invited Warren Christopher to visit Sweden. 


Margaretha af Ugglas discussed possible future Swedish 
involvement in peacekeeping operations in the former 
Yugoslavia with Assistant Defense Secretary William 
Perry. She said that in confidential contacts at the 
United Nations the United States had expressed the 
hope that Sweden will take part in such operations 
alongside the United States, Russia, and Canada, among 


Asked whether Sweden is prepared to take part in 
peacemaking operations-——and consequently to run the 
risk of Swedish soldiers finding themselves in combat— 
in Bosnia, for example, the foreign minister replied that 
this is a matter for the Riksdag to decide. 


“I feel considerable hesitation about taking such a step 
since I must always feel concern for Swedish lives. But it 
is natural for Sweden to take part in such operations and 
I do not rule out Swedish involvement,” af Ugglas said. 


She said that it is naturai for the United States to take 
over the leadership of peacekeeping or peacemaking 
operations in the former Yugoslavia. af Ugglas also told 
Warren Christopher that “Sweden supports and recog- 
nizes the leading role the United States plays in today’s 
world.” 


_ Dissatisfied With Commission's Proposal on 


PM0104120893 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 31 Mar 93 p A9 


[Inger Jagerhorn report: “Criticism Surprises Commis- 
sion Chairman”) 
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[Text] Olof Ruin, chairman of the Riksdag constitutional 
commission, has been surprised by the government's 
criticism of the general “EC clause” which the commis- 
sion proposed be added to Sweden's constitution. 
Prime Minister Carl Bildt is having the Justice Ministry 
draft an alternative. 

“The proposal had the support of all the parties in the 
Riksdag with the exception of the Left Party,” Olof Ruin 
said. “In the course of the commission’s work the 
representatives of all the government parties backed the 
solutions which we recommended.” 


This solution was not to make any changes in Sweden's 
current constitution, but to add a special EC paragraph 
instead. It has the following wording: 


“If an agreement has been reached on Sweden's joining 
the EC/EU [European Union] and the Riksdag has 
decided to transfer decisionmaking powers to the (com- 
munities), the obligations which are a result of joining 
apply and are not obstructed by anything laid down in 
the constitution or other legislation.” 


The government would now prefer to have specific 
changes to the constitution instead of a general para- 
graph such as this. 


Carl Bildt’s idea is to rewrite the so-called EEC para- 
graph from 1967 which states that the Riksdag can 
transfer decisionmaking powers to an international! orga- 
nization for peaceful cooperation of which Sweden is or 
intends to become a member. His view on Monday [29 
March] was that the words “to a limited extent” could be 
removed from this paragraph. 


Ruin’s proposal has already give rise to criticism from 
various circles, including lawyers. For example, in a 
debate article in SVENSKA DAGBLADET former 
Under Secretary of State Sten Heckscher said that the 
proposed paragraph has already harmed Sweden's mem- 
bership negotiations. 


This irritates Olof Ruin: 


“Trying at this point to put the lid on the public debate 
On a constitutional amendment really does amount to 
putting weapons into the hands of all those who are 
critical of the EC,” he said. 


“If there is something which we should defend it is our 
public debate.” 


Ruin would prefer to see the debate on the proposed 
constitutional amendment be allowed to “rage on freely” 
for a while before new proposals are launched. 
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Kliridhis Returns From New York, Cited on 
Contacts 


NC0104 163293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1500 GMT 


I Apr 93 


{Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis returned to Cyprus 
this afternoon from New York, where he held contacts 
on the Cyprus issue. In a statement at Larnaca airport, 
President Kliridhis expressed great satisfaction over his 
contacts in New York, particularly for the neetings he 
had with representatives of the UN Security Council 
permanent member states. Kliridhis added that he dis- 
cussed our positions with the representatives and estab- 
lished that they understand the reasonable nature of our 
arguments. 


Responding to a question on whether the process has 
begun on changing the negative points of the Butrus- 
Ghali set of ideas, Kliridhis said: The process has begun; 
however, the question is not the process but the discus- 
sions with the Turkish Cypriot side. Efforts must be 
made to convince the Turkish Cypriots that our posi- 
tions are correct, he added. 


Kliridhis said he did not discuss our positions with Rauf 
Denktas, adding: At this stage, the UN secretary general 
deemed it useful to send Gustave Feissel to Cyprus, 
where he will stay, and to find an international person- 
ality from the European sphere to replace Oscar Camil- 
ion. 


Asked about his interpretation of the Security Council's 
warning that it would not accepi a time-consuming 
process, President Kliridhis said the warning was not 
primarily aimed at us, adding: It might be related to 
Denktas’ statement that he was not authorized to do 
anything. The UN secretary general said the next time 
the two sides visit New York, Denktas will have the 
authorization, Kiiridhis added. 


Kliridhis said that with the meetings to be held in 
Cyprus, there will not be any diversion from the negoti- 
ating process because, he added, the purpose of these 
meetings is not to discuss our positions for a solution; the 
purpose of these meetings is to create a better climate of 
confidence and understanding between the two sides. 
President Kliridhis stressed: The solution will be dis- 
cussed at the level of talks conducted with the UN 
secretary general. 
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Denktas Concludes New York Contacts, Departs 


TA0104080193 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 0500 
GMT 1 Apr 93 


— t] President Rauf Denktas concluded his contacts at 
* Nations and left New York last night [31 


Yesterday morning, he held a meeting with John 
Maresca, U.S. State Department special coordinator for 
Cyprus. Later, he attended a working luncheon with UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali and Greek Cyp- 
riot Administration leader Glavkos Kliridhis. In the 
afternoon, Denktas held a 30-minute meeting with the 
ambassadors of the five permanent members of the UN 
Security Council: the United States, Britain, France, 
Russia, and the PRC. During the meeting, Denktas 
expressed his views regarding the resumption of the 
direct talks on 24 May. 


After concluding his contacts, Denktas left New York en 
soe A. the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus via 
stanbui. 


Turkish Cultural Protocol With 
Cypriots Sign 


TA2903 182993 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 29 Mar 93 


Veen. A cultural cooperation protocol was signed at the 
inistry of National Education and Culture today, 
between the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
{TRNC] and the Adzhar Autonomous Republic. 


The protocol was signed by Esber Serakinci, national 
education and culture minister, on behalf of the TRNC, 
and by Culture Minister (Nudar Pagave), on behalf of 
the Adzhar Autonomous Republic. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Serakinci said that the 
protocol is the first link tied between the two countries. 
The protocol builds a bridge between the two countries, 
he said, adding that bilateral cooperation will increase. 


(Pagave) said that with the protocol, the two countries 
are taking a first step toward cooperation and expressed 
his pleasure about this fact. 


Under the protocol, which envisages cooperation in arts 
and culture, the two countries will exchange experts, will 
issue mutual! invitations for national international 
activities, and will mutually appoint permanent cultural 
attaches who will develop cultural and art activities. 


(Pagave) will visit Gazi [Famagusta], Guzelyurt 
ye J and Lefke fLefka}, He will leave the island 
on 2 April. 
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Greeks Ready for ‘Extremes’ To Stop Skopje 
Hoisting Flag 

NC2903 144793 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
29 Mar 93 p 46 


[Text] The government is intensifying its unofficial con- 
sultations at the Security Council to prevent Skopje from 
proceeding with actions outside the United Nations, 
actions that will dynamite the mediation process. 
Athens does not want Skopje’s flag to be hoisted at the 
United Nations before the completion of the procedure 
on confidence-building measures between the two sides 
under UN auspices. 


It is well known that the Greek side believes that 
emblems, including the flag, are significant consider- 
ations within the framework of the confidence-building 
measures. 


Diplomatic sources believe “the problem is absolutely 
serious” and that everything possible is being done to 
stop it exploding. 

The Greek side would obviously be willing to go to 
extremes, that is, break the mediation process, if Skopje 
proceeds to hoist its flag before the issue is discussed and 
resolved within the framework of the confidence- 
building measures. 


After all, the government has made the relevant 
demarche to the State Department to prevent Skopje 
from proceeding with such a provocative action that will 
wreck the substance of the process at the United Nations. 


The great argument the Greek side continues tc promote 
is that the Security Council wish to complete the medi- 
ation process as soon as possible cannot be reconciled 
with an acceptance of Skopjean actions that will wreck 
the mediation procedure. 


Minister Hints at Use of Force Over Name 
Macedonia 


NC0104061993 Paris AFP in English 0313 GMT 
1 Apr 93 


[Report by Alain Navarro] 


[Text] Athens, April | (AFP)}—Greece, which had 
appeared resigned to a kind of truce in its quarrel over 
use of the name Macedonia, has launched a “flag war” in 
a bid to keep the former Yugoslav republic out of the 
United Nations. 


The government had been due Tuesday [30 March] to 
give the green light to a compromise formula when it 
suddenly announced a new demand—that it would not 
tolerate the hoisting of the Macedonian flag over the 
U.N. building in New York. 
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Defence Minister loannis Varvitsiotis turned the heat up 
further Wednesday, saying in an indirect warning that 
Greece “will never cede an inch of territory to whoever 
seeks to take control of it.” 


Speaking at a military ceremony, the minister said he 
“hoped Greeks will not be forced to put the high quality 
and supreme state of preparedness of the armed forces to 


Greece has been thwarting international recognition of 
Macedonia on the grounds that it has an adjoining 
province of the same name, and that it has the sole 
legitimate claim to Macedonian cultural heritage. 


The new Macedonian flag of a beaming sun on a red 
background is considered by Greeks to constitute a 
“theft of history” and is “a harsh blow struck against 
Hellenic national consciousness.” 


Earlier Wednesday, the Greek foreign minister, Mikhail 
Papakonstandinou, declared that “Greece will not back 
down” on the issue of the Macedonian flag. 


After the recognition issue became bogged down ai the 
European Community, of which Greece is a member, the 
quarrel over the little Balkan entity went to the United 
Nations where the matter has remained unresolved too. 


The government in Skopje had accepted a compromise 
proposed by France, Britain and Spain whereby it be 
admitted to the U.N. under a provisional name pending 
arbitration, mediation and “confidence-building mea- 
sures.” 


The flag issue could have been looked into meantime. 


“After months of laborious diplomatic haggling, this 
business about a flag might seem discouraging and 
puerile,” a high-ranking European ambassador told 
AFP, saying the affair was “a measure of the current 
climate in the Balkans.” 


The Greeks have taken exception to Macedonia’s use of 
the 16-pointed sun emblem of Veryina in its national 


flag. 


Little known before, this decorated the funeral cask of 
Phillipe I! of Macedonia which was found in 1977 on the 
Greek site of Veryina. Since then it has adorned 
broaches, lapel badges, ash-trays and even wrapping 
paper. 


Equally little known in the time of united Yugoslavia, 
the sun of Veryina suddenly appeared last August, in the 
course of a row in parliament in Skopje about what to 
choose, as the most obvious symbol of the new indepen- 
dent state. 


Considered by Western diplomats as a psychological 
error, the choice has been sharply condemned by the 
Greeks and also caused some embarrassment in Mace- 
donian government circles. 
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Macedonia’s President Kiro Gligorov told AFP in an 
interview January that “this kind of problem can only 
occur in the Balkans, where symbols and myths take on 
an exaggerated importance.” 


Spokesman Rejects Gligorov Call for Treaty 
Amendment 

NC0104054293 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0400 GMT 1! April 93 


[Excerpt] Government spokesman Vasilios Manginas 
commented on [president of the Republic of Macedonia] 
Kiro Gligorov’s remarks regarding amendment of the 
Bucharest Treaty on the current borders in the Balkans 
and stressed that Greece has repeatedly stated that there 
is no such issue for the area. [passage omitted] 


Merchants Disagree on Macedonian Issue 


93BA0713A Skopje PULS in Macedonian 
25 Feb 93 p 16 


[Article by Kire Janishliev: “Victims of the Policyꝰ] 


[Text] For the first time, the Association of Merchants 
and Industrialists of Salonika publically have brought to 
light their di with Athens with respect to 
solving the problem of Macedonia. 


The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Salonika 
seeks from the political forces in Greece that they 
present responsible proposals concerning the problem 
with Macedonia. In their resolution, the merchants and 
industrialists of Salonika express their dissatisfaction 
with the policy of official Athens, since it is precisely the 
businessmen from this region who are suffering and 
paying the bill for the Greek policy. Therefore, the 
Chamber of Commerce of Salonika requests that Athens 
behave sanely, unambiguously, and responsibly. 


This is one of the many resolutions and petitions sub- 
mitted during the past year by the merchants, hotel 
keepers, shippers, and farmers from Salonika and other 
northern Greek cities who are victims of the Greek 
policy. However, for the first time, the Assoc‘ation of the 
Merchants and Industrialists of Salonika publicly is 
declaring its dissatisfaction with Athens with respect to 
the question of the problem with Macedonia: in the first 
place, because of the damage they have suffered for more 
than a year. And this all because of the blockade of the 
Macedonian-Greek border and the policy of the Greek 
Government concerning the (non)recognition of their 
northern neighbor, which is paralyzing the border traffic. 





GREECE 55 


In the beginning, Greek propaganda “channeled” the 
dissatisfaction of the merchants from the Salonika 
Ignatia into accusations against “Skopje” as the reason 
for the losses suffered. However, as time passed, and the 
Greek Government went too far with its ill-considered 
and populistic policy, in Salonika, Vodena, and Lerin 
one could hear more and more frequently that “Athens 
can no longer sacrifice their existence for its policy.” The 
concealed rift between Salonika and Athens again 
became public. The revolt, stubbornly suppressed by the 
Greek authorities, exploded even on the stands of ath- 
letic competitions in Salonika when disagreements 
between home and Athens fans more and more fre- 
quently became political battles. This is because almost 
everyone in Salonika feels the consequences from the 
year-long Greek blockade of Macedonia and the efforts 
of the Greek authorities to prevent trade transactions 
with our merchants. 


From day to day in the busiest mercantile street in 
Salonika, Ignatia, the number of padlocked shops grows, 
and it is no longer only the merchants who are out of 
work, but also the “black-market" money changers in the 
numerous goldsmith shops. No one comes in for days at 
a time, says Jorgo Kuzanidis, and this has been hap- 
pening for move than a year. There is no other way out 
except for the padlock. It was not only the Salonika 
sellers of jeans and other textile goods who suffered a 
blow, but also the numerous sellers of auto parts and 
auto services around Vardaria Square on the way into 
Salonika, the small coffee grinders, and the large super- 
markets. Even more, the ready-to-wear clothing factories 
in the suburbs of Salonika, the saw mills in Veroia, and 
other shops that work with our companies. The 
announced construction of a saw mill by a Salonika 
company in Gevglia has been put off for better times. 
Therefore, the Salonika Chamber was forced to demand 
reasonable decisions concerning the problem that will 
not block the economic flow between the two countries. 


“The summoned political forces” already have hastened 
to Salonika, but instead of the requested assistance, 
again they have misused the losses of the local mer- 
chants. Thus, the opposition of Prime Minister Mitso- 
takis in his own party ranks, the replaced Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Samaras, used his recent stay in Salonika 
for a new attack on the Greek prime minister, saying that 
the policy he directs is hypocrisy. The official opposition 
through the leader of PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement], Papandreow, did not mince words for an 
attack on Mitsotakis and his government during a stay in 
Salonika. Such political arguments in Athens more and 
more are removing the “white harbor” from the Greek 
throne and deepening the rift between Salonika and 
Athens. And then in northern Greece, in general, since 
not only the merchants of Salonika are the victims of the 
current Greek policy. 














US. Believed Behind PKK Cease-Fire Call 


NC0104155093 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 29 Mar 93 pp 1, 11 


actions carried out in different places. 


“Now the situation has changed. Saddam's arms depots 
in northern Iraq are now in Apo’s hands. There are 
nearly 10,000 people with him. Also, the sum of money 


blow in the northern Iraqi operation but that only 
reduced the profit.” 


Pointing out hat PKK has completed its “strategic bal- 
ance” stage and that it has now started to apply its 
“strategic attack” step, the officials continue: “We know 
that the United States aims to find a political solution to 
the Kurdish matter. However, they and other Western 
countries cannot give support to the PKK openly 
because of the international accords against terrorism 
they have signed. They are compelled to treat the PKK as 
a terrorist organization.” 


“Now, by declaring cease-fire-—although for a time 
period—the PKK wants to remove its terrorist label. 
This will heip to change international public opinion that 
does not look kindly on the PKK because of terrorism, 
and to shift the Kurdish matter from the military arena 
to a political one.” 


Officials note that Talabani [leader of Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan] has forced Apo to take this step under the 
guidance of the United States, that the fact ihat the U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher was in Syria at the 
time when Apo held his press conference was not a 
coincidence, and that Talabani participated in the press 


TURKEY 
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meeting with Apo after finding out Cankaya’s (Turkish 
presidential palace) views. They poim'’ out that the cease- 
fire decision has not been favored by some units of the 
units. 


They explained the developments after the press confer- 
ence as follows: “Until today the militants have been 
briefed that independence can be won through armed 
action, and since they have been conditioned for killing 
the cease-fire decision will have an adverse affect on the 
organization. The number of people leaving the organi- 
zation has increased and Apo is aware of this. For this 
reason he calls his men to erase the impression 
that he took the cease-fire decision because this action 
was suggested by foreign powers and to prevent the 
disintegration of the organization. Since he uses mobile 
telephones, we can casily listen in.” 

Officials gave the following information regarding Apo's 
instructions: “Apo wants his men to explain to the 
Organization's members that the cease-fire decision 1s 
not a step backwards but a strategical attack. He 
instructed them to continue and accelerate the military 
and political training for the organization's personnel. 
His other instruction concerned action plans and the 
targets that were determined prior to the cease-fire 
announcement. He wants all the preparations in this 
regard to be completed but no step taken until they 
receive an order from him.” 


Officials point out that Apo gave instructions for broad 
Participation in the Nevruz celebrations in the region 
and that with this instruction he tried to influence the 
foreign journalists and observers there. They continue: 
“He could not achieve his goal. No incident ‘ook place, 
but there were no celebrations where tens of thousands 
of people participated.” Assessing the possible develop- 
ments, the officials say that they expect the cease-fire will 
extend after April 15 and that, if necessary by bringing 
foreign circles onto the scene up until that time, efforts 
will be exerted to convince the Demirel government to 
make steps in the desired direction. 

Officials also say that if no development which satisfies 
the PKK comes about before April 15, Apo may stage a 
big action to force the Demirel government to take a step 
in the direction he wants and prove that he has not lost 
his power. 


Bosnia’s Acceptance of Vance-Owen Plan 
Welcomed 


TA3003 162593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Turkey considers Bosnia-Herzegovina'’s accep- 
tance of the Vance-Owen peace plan a sensible and 
courageous step. A Foreign Ministry statement 
expressed the hope that the international community 
will also encourage this step. The statement asked that all 
the necessary measures be adopted to ensure that the 














TA3103190593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Turkey stated its wishes that the people of the 


Ataman stated that until now, Turkey is satisfied with 
the steps Russia has taken toward the establishment of a 
democracy which is based on respect for law and human 
nghts and added: We believe that the Russian Federa- 


to see happier, more tranquil, and more prosperous days. 


Azerbaijan's Gasymov Arrives in Ankara for Talks 


TA3003 170893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Tofik Gasymov, Azerbaijani minister of foreign 
affairs, has arrived in Ankara to hold contacts prior to 
the Minsk talks on the Karabakh probiem. 


In a statement at Esenboga Airport, Gasymov said that 
the Azerbaijani-Armenian conflict creates certain prob- 
lems in his country but that Azerbaijan is getting 
stronger both politically and economically. He further 
stressed the importance of withdrawing all Russian 
troops from Azerbaijani territory. In reply to a question, 
Gasymov said that there is still hope that Azerbaijan and 
Armenia will enter a peace process. He added, however, 
that certain conflicting views have emerged in the unof- 
ficial talks held with the Armenians. Gasymov refrained 
from detailing these differences. 


Begins Contacts 


TA3103 104893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Tofik Gasymov, Azerbaijani minister of foreign 


Ministry under secretary, and Gasymov. In a statement 
before the talks, Sanberk said that in addition to the 
Geneva talks bilateral relations will also be discussed. 
Gasymov said that there are no differences in the 
approaches of the two countries to foreign policy issues. 
He added that views will be exchanged on the solution of 


the Nagorno-Karabakh problem. 


Gasymov will be received by Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel today. He will leave Turkey tomorrow to attend 
the Geneva talks. 


Departs for Geneva 


TAO104111293 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 0950 
GMT I Apr 93 


[Text] Ankara, April | (AA}—Azeri Foreign Minister 
Tofik Gasymov left for Geneva on Thursday after com- 
pleting his official contacts in Turkey. 


Gasymov is scheduled to attend consultation talks 
within the framework of Conference for Security and 
Cooperation of Europe in Geneva. 


Gasymov will head an Azeri delegation at the meeting on 
Friday. 


Turkey, the United States, Russia, Armenia and Azerba- 
yan will attend the talks. 


Ankara Calls For Halt to Armenian Attacks on 
Azerbaijan 


TA3103195393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1900 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Turkey has requested that Armenia stop its 
attacks on Azerbaijan at once and to urgently withdraw 
from the territories it has occupied. 


The statement issued by the Foreign Ministry states that 
Armenia's attacks on Azerbaijan are extremely worrying 
and obstruct the aims to a peaceful solution. 


According to the Foreign Ministry's statement, Arme- 
nia’s recent attacks, perpetrated while various peace 
initiatives and consultations between concerned coun- 
tries are taking place in Minsk—where developments are 
being noted—-shows that Armenia is conducting itself in 
an irresponsible manner. 
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58 TURKEY 1 April 1993 
Defense Minister Returns From NACC Meeting In a statement at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, Ayaz recalled 
in Brussels that the Turkish leaders at the meeting called for the 
TA3103062793 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network i acceptance of the Bosnia-Herzegovina peace plan. 
ar 2000 GMT 30 Mar 03 ” Stressing that the ‘nternational community has not been 


successful in preventing this tragedy, Ayaz added that a 
[Text] National Defense Minister Nevzat Ayaz, who just and viable solution should be found to the problem 
attended the North Atlantic Cooperation Council and that aggression and the policy of ethnic cleansing 
[NACC] meetings in Brussels, has returned to Turkey. should not be rewarded. 
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